
A view from Fulbrook painted by Tony Picking, whose obituary appears within.  This photo has been kindly provided 
by Tricia Picking. 

“The spring is sprung, the grass is riz”, and life is definitely picking up in these parts.  Things to look forward to include the 
Burford Singers’ Easter concert in the unfamiliar surroundings of Cirencester, local elections to choose a new district councillor 
and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations.  Then the big one: the welcome return of the Burford Festival after a three year 
wait.  Details of this can be found within to whet your appetites. 
In January 2015 Barack Obama was president of the United States and someone called Boris Johnson was mayor of London.  (We 
wonder what became of him?). That month an application was made for planning permission for 91 new homes and other 
buildings off Shilton Road in Burford.  After various twists and turns construction started on the site, by then known as Cotswold 
Gate, and in the latter part of last year the first occupiers of the new homes started moving in.  We hope that they are now happily 
settling into local life and are finding out what happens in the town, not least from this magazine and the welcome packs 
delivered by the Burford & District Society.  In this issue one of the new residents gives her first impressions of living here. 
The Bridge will need to expand its team of volunteer distributors as more homes are completed so if you live at Cotswold Gate 
and would be willing to deliver some copies to your neighbours once a month, please do get in touch with Clendon Daukes who, 
inter alia, looks after distribution: cddaukes@gmail.com.  Clendon would also be happy to hear from anyone who would kindly 
help with deliveries in Aldsworth.            Editors 
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
GEOFFREY DEAR 

Geoffrey Dear, or Baron Dear of Willersey in the County 
of Gloucestershire to give him his full style and title, is a 
man who has enjoyed three careers, very much at the sharp 
end: first he rose to the pinnacle of the police service; then 
he held a number of positions in both the public and 
private sectors; he has also been an 
influential member of the House of 
Lords. 
He was born in 1937 at St Neots in 
Huntingdonshire, the son of a police 
sergeant who played Minor Counties 
cricket.  He was one of the first cohort 
to sit the Eleven-plus exam, which he 
passed and gained admission to Fletton 
Grammar School in the same county.  
He claims he showed no academic 
distinction at school but excelled at 
sport, especially cricket and rugby.  On 
leaving school at 17 he had no thought 
of going to university, which in those 
days was very much a minority activity, 
but hoped for a career which would 
enable him to take part in sport.  This 
meant either the police or the army.  “In those days 
Peterborough had its own city police force and they were 
hot on sport”, he explains.  He joined up and was able to 
combine his work with playing Minor Counties cricket like 
his father and rugby for the police, the local club in 
Peterborough and on a couple of 
occasions for a major club.  (He is a 
tall and imposing figure and few would 
fancy getting in his way on the rugby 
field or when attempting a getaway 
from the scene of a  crime). 
By the age of 24 he was beginning to 
wonder if he had missed the boat by 
not going to university.  However the 
police then created a scholarship 
scheme by which officers could go to 
university while still employed. He 
was accepted for this scheme and 
secured a place at University College 
London where he obtained a law 
degree and then read for the Bar.   
By this time the Peterborough police 
had been merged into the Mid-Anglia 
Constabulary (now Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary) and Geoffrey returned 
to work there.  He had clearly been 
talent spotted as a high flyer and was 
put into a newly introduced accelerated 
promotion scheme.  “The chief would 
throw a challenge at you and, if you handled it well, he 
gave you another.”   He rose quickly through the ranks and 
was appointed divisional commander for the city of 
Cambridge as a chief superintendent at the age of 33.  He 
was thrown in at the deep end.  This was the era of student 
protests in many countries and Cambridge was the scene of 
what became known as the Garden House Riot.  A hotel 
staged a “Greek week” to promote tourism in Greece and a 
picket by students protesting about the Greek military junta 
led to serious violence.  “The previous chief superintendent 
had a stroke at the scene of the riot and was taken away in 
an ambulance.  I took over two days later.  There were sit-

ins at various university buildings.  I talked to the leaders.  
They said they wanted to have a march but didn’t know 
how to organise it.  I said we could help them.  There were 
lots of marches and vigils but the sit-ins ended and there 
were no arrests or damage.  The extremists were very 
disappointed.”  Geoffrey thinks of his three years at 
Cambridge as the happiest time of his career, so perhaps 
Gilbert and Sullivan were wrong in saying that a 
policeman’s lot is not a happy one. 

Geoffrey then moved to Nottinghamshire 
where he became Assistant Chief Constable 
(Operations).  He was there for seven years 
although for two and a half of them he was 
seconded to the Police Staff College at 
Bramshill in Hampshire to run the senior 
command training course.  After his return he 
was involved in an incident in which a miner 
went on the rampage with a sawn-off shotgun 
in a pit village, shooting and badly injuring a 
man who had been riling him and then firing 
off at random.  He barricaded himself into the 
upper floor of his house together with a child 
which was not his own.  “I sat at the bottom 
of the stairs for two hours talking to him 
while he was at the top pointing his gun at me 
when not firing into the ceiling.  Eventually I 
went up the stairs, stepped over the barricade 

and he surrendered to me.”  For this action Geoffrey was 
awarded the Queen’s Commendation for Bravery.  
In 1980 he moved to the Metropolitan Police where he 
became assistant commissioner responsible for personnel 
and training.  “I had to try to forecast what the job would 

be like in ten years’ time and then plan how 
to recruit and train for it.”  He also instituted 
racial awareness training for police officers 
in the aftermath of the Brixton riots.  Next he 
was moved to be assistant commissioner for 
operations.  He had to deal with, amongst 
others, race issues, terrorism, aircraft 
hijacking and security at home. 
In 1985 he was appointed Chief Constable of 
the West Midlands Police.  This is the 
second-biggest force outside London.  “It has 
many of the same problems as London apart 
from not having the royal family, foreign 
embassies and a major international airport”.  
He set about modernising the way the police 
operated and negotiating an appropriate 
budget for this.  “My predecessor, who is 
now deceased, had tried to focus everything 
on Birmingham but the West Midlands 
consists of seven cities and boroughs, some 
of which are older than Birmingham, and are 
fiercely independent.”  He decided to allow 
local identity to play a larger role while 

standardising procedures and reducing 
bureaucracy.  “To buy a new car it was necessary to obtain 
16 signatures.  I reduced it to three.” 
Geoffrey’s management style was “to understand what is 
happening on the front line.  You have to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the people there at 10pm or 2am and ask 
what their problems are.  I would tell them I was coming 
so they didn’t think I was trying to catch them out.”  He 
was influenced by advice he received from a senior officer 
in Mid-Anglia.  “He said you should always spend ten 
minutes every day talking to the cleaner (metaphorically).  
Then you got to know all you need to know.” 
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He was able to put this into effect spectacularly towards 
the end of his time in West Midlands when he went with a 
group of officers in an armoured van to the clubland area 
of Birmingham.  There was often trouble there but at first it 
seemed a quiet night.  Then there was a report of a break-in 
in progress in the city centre.  “Bells went off and blue 
lights flashed and the officers dashed to the site.  I found 
myself all alone - they were a lot quicker than me.  I was 
next to some houses with a low fence about three feet high 
in front.  I stepped over the fence and a voice said ‘Get off 
my neck.’ ” One of the burglars had (literally) gone to 
ground in the garden.  Sensibly, he did not resist.  By the 
next morning the local and national press had heard about 
this and thought that the chief constable catching the man 
(who turned out to be an escaped prisoner) was a good 
story.  “By that time they said the fence was six feet high 
and I had pursued him for 400 yards and climbed over two 
walls.” 
In 1990 Geoffrey was appointed one of 
HM Inspectors of Constabulary.  There 
were four of these covering different 
regions, his being the north west which 
went from his old patch in the West 
Midlands to the Scottish border, 
encompassing 14 police forces.  In 
additional he had national responsibility 
for counter-terrorism and organised 
crime.  He did a great deal of travel 
including to India, the USA and much 
of Europe, including helping to set up 
Europol and negotiating an extradition 
treaty with Spain to bring an end to the 
“Costa del Crime.”  He retired from this 
job in 1997 but was not idle.  He 
chaired or sat on several enquiries 
including some on the Crown 
Prosecution Service and the criminal 
courts.  He also sat on the boards of 
several companies as chairman or non-
executive director.  
He is cautious about commenting on modern policing as he 
sees the danger of “harrumphing that it wasn’t like that 
in…”. He accepts that the public have lost a lot of 
confidence in the police but points out that this is true of 
other professions, such as teachers, doctors and politicians.  
He is concerned about the way that social media have 
changed society so quickly, and worries about the lack of 
leadership in society as a whole.   He is not a fan of the 
new system of police and crime commissioners and points 
out that, as they are directly elected, they may be inclined 
to focus on local issues to win votes at the cost of arguably 
more serious problems such as people trafficking, drug 
smuggling and firearms. 

Sadly Geoffrey’s first wife, Judith, died of cancer in 1996.  
“I resisted attempts by well meaning friends to pair me off 
with someone.  Then a friend asked me as a favour to go to 
a dinner party as they were one man short.  On the day I 
felt ill and thought of cancelling but I went along.”  The 
other single person was Alison and they fell in love 
immediately.  They were married in 1998.  “Both my wives 
have given me a huge amount of support.”  He has two 
daughters and a son from his first marriage and they all 
live not too far away in Wiltshire, Hampshire and near 
Bristol.  The sporting gene continues: his son, also a 
policeman, has played rugby for England and a 
granddaughter is in the Great Britain women’s Olympic 
rowing squad. 

He was created a life peer in 2006.  “I was number 601.  
There are now about 840.”  He sits as a cross-bencher, i.e. 
he has no party affiliation.  Cross-benchers are appointed 
by an independent body, not by patronage from a political 
party.  And he has certainly been independent, successfully 
leading opposition to the imposition of provisions for 
terrorism suspects to be detained for 90 days without 
charge under the Terrorism Act 2006.  He also helped to 
thwart amendments to the Public Order Act which he felt 
would restrict freedom of speech.  He is vigilant about 
efforts to extend the power of the state and expressed 
shock at reports that the present government may seek 
powers to overturn court decisions made against it.  “I 
thought that the fact that we live under the rule of law was 
settled in 1689.”  More recently he has sat as a Deputy 
Speaker in the Lords, an onerous task - “For every hour on 
the Woolsack it takes two to three hours of preparation.” 

He is a strong advocate of reform of the 
House of Lords.  “I would cut the 
numbers to well under 600, take away 
political appointments and put it all in 
the hands of an independent 
commission.  Peers should serve for a 
maximum of 15 years and in any event 
leave at 75.”  He is firmly against 
elected peers.  “In a constitution with 
two elected chambers and no president 
to intervene, there would be inevitable 
competition about which house had 
more power.  The House of Lords 
should remain a revising chamber with 
power to amend and delay legislation as 
at present.”  In case anyone wonders 
whether he practises what he preaches, 
he intends to stand down in a few 
months. 
He will, however, have plenty to 
occupy himself with.  He is president of 

the British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation.  “I no longer shoot but am very interested in 
the conservation side.”  He is chairman of the Friends of 
Northleach Church and is spearheading fundraising for 
repairs to the roof.  He is an honorary bencher of Gray’s 
Inn and is the former vice-lieutenant of Worcestershire.  He 
is a keen gardener.  He and Alison have a house in Greece, 
where they keep a boat, and they spend time there every 
year.  He does watch crime dramas on television, despite 
the gap between real policing and how it is portrayed.  “On 
television murders are solved by one detective, usually at 
odds with his superiors, and a sidekick who stop work and 
go to the pub at 5pm.  In reality there would be 60 or 70 
detectives working round the clock.’ 
As mentioned, terrorism is one of the areas which has been 
of concern to him in his career.  Just as we are leaving, he 
mentions that he has first-hand experience as there have 
been three attempts on his life.  “The first was when the 
IRA sent a three-man team to kill me.  They were foiled by 
Special Branch.  They then sent me a parcel bomb.  It blew 
up in a sorting office during the night.  Fortunately the staff 
were on a break and no-one was injured.  The third was in 
India when a roadside bomb was detonated a few seconds 
too early, before the car I was in reached it.”  That’s the 
sort of thing that happens if you lead your life at the sharp 
end. 
Editors 
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
Our February council meeting heard from John White “hot 
off the press” the result of the scrutiny committee meeting 
at OCC held that morning which considered the “call in” 
made by our county councillor. This was to call in the 
delegated decision made in January to cancel the 7.5 
tonnes weight limit to be reviewed by the full cabinet. 
Councillors were treated to a ‘blow by blow’ account by 
John of the morning’s meeting, which ended  in the 
committee voting by a gnat’s whisker to refer the decision 
to the full cabinet. This next meeting is due to take place 
later in February, so by the time you read this, we should 
know their decision. I do note that recently Witney have 
had their experimental TRO made permanent for traffic 

other than buses, taxis, blue badge holders and 
vehicles loading or unloading to be prohibited 
from part of the High Street and Market 
Place. Perhaps we should consider applying 
for a similar ETRO for Burford! 

The repair of the verges on Shilton Road has once again 
not been carried out by Lioncourt, the developers. We are 
now assured that the area will have the weeds killed in 
February, and be properly stripped of rubble, topsoil added, 
and grass seed planted in the spring. This was promised to 
be completed last spring, and the delays have been 
complained about to both Lioncourt and OCC regularly 
primarily by the Shilton Road Tenants and Residents group 
backed up by BTC. We will remain “on the case”. 
     In continuation of the support for the Queen’s Green 
Canopy Jubilee initiative an additional six fruit trees were 
planted on the Westfield community orchard in early 
February, and a few days later a group of about 20 
volunteers from both the Oxford Road area and around 
Burford planted 33 fruit trees on the land north of the A40 
and the Shilton Road to create our second Burford 
community orchard. After a wet and windy night, the 
weather held, and the trees were all planted and watered in 
under two hours. We look forward to the fruits of our 
labour. 
     Plans are underway for a street party to mark the Jubilee 
celebrations on the Sunday of the June Bank Holiday. At 

the time of going to press we have 
formed a keen group of people who 
want to ensure this will be a fun 
and memorable occasion for 
Burford. Watch this space. 
At last, it feels like spring is in the 
air with summer on the way, when 
Burford will be busy with the 
Queen’s Jubilee and the Festival, 
and hopefully Covid will be back in 
its box. 
Peter Higgs - Mayor 

ARCHIVE BUILDING TOPPING OUT 
CEREMONY 

The gathering of between 30 and 40 people that assembled 
outside the Burford Tolsey Archive building in Swan Lane 
on Wednesday 26 January waited eagerly to watch an 
ancient tradition unfold.  The day was dry though cold.  
Fortified however by delicious sausage rolls from Mrs 
Bumble, other ‘eats’ produced by Jan and 
David Cohen and glasses of warming 
mulled wine kindly provided by Sue and 
Hugo Ashton, donors to and friends of 
the Burford Tolsey Museum & Archive 
caroused before Clendon Daukes, the 
chairman, welcomed everyone to the 
ceremony. 
     He explained that topping out has 
ancient roots and most probably comes 
from pre-Dark Age Scandinavia when, to 
celebrate the completion of a building’s 
roof, a tree or evergreen was placed on 
the apex of the building to appease the 
tree-dwelling spirits for cutting trees for 
timber (originators of the Christmas Tree 
tradition).  In those days, everyone 
pitched in to help a farmer build a new 
house or barn. The community would 
contribute their labour until the ridge 
pole, the highest horizontal beam, was in 
place. At that point, to express his 
appreciation, the farmer would have a party for all his 
friends. An evergreen tree was placed on the highest point 
of the structure for good luck, and to indicate to all that the 
building was nearing completion and a celebration was in 
order. The practice is thought to have migrated to England 
with Scandinavian invaders in the mid to late 8th century 
and took root here. 
     Our party was just that: a celebration of a milestone in 
the conversion of the 18th century barn into a purpose-built 
archive and single-bedroom flat.  It was also an 
opportunity to thank some of those who had generously 
donated to the project.  Soon after noon we watched as the 
builders, James and Piers Pether, safely secured a small fir 
tree to the top of the building to loud applause and not a 
little relief.   
Clendon Daukes 

BURFORD MEDALS 
Every four years, the town council present a medal to 
four deserving residents who have served Burford in 
some way which has benefited both Burford residents 
and the town. 

Please send in your nominations so that the 
council can discuss and vote. Those who are 
successful will be presented with a medal at 
the mayor's Festival party in June. 
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk
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FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
The library is a good place to meet new people so if any of 
the following events appeal to you, do come along, no cost 
and no commitment, just a way to pass a 
pleasant hour or two: 
• Knit (or sew) and Natter - First 

Tuesday in the month at 2 pm 
• Scrabble - First Tuesday in the month 

at 7 pm 
• Book Group - Last Tuesday in the 

month at 2 pm 
• Reminiscence mornings - Third 

Friday in the month at 10.30 am 
We are hoping to set up a regular coffee morning, with 
board games available, on Friday mornings when the 
Reminiscence sessions aren't happening. 

The Friends subscribe, on your behalf, to The Week, and 
we are just about to take out a subscription to The 
Spectator, at the request of some of our members. If there 
is a publication you would like to read regularly, please let 
us know. Why not buy a takeaway coffee (no shortage of 
places to do that in Burford), come to the library, have a 
seat up on the gallery and read the paper? Sounds good to 
me. 
Anne Youngson 

******************************************** 

GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

 
The guided walks programme has restarted and Cotswold 
Wardens are once again leading the public on walks in a 
safe and careful way. Details of the walks available are 
described on the website (below). Please check walk 
details carefully on the website, including whether 
booking is necessary. 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
guided-walks/ 

Guiting Power to Naunton, Aylesworth, Westfield 
Shooting Ground 
Tuesday 1 March – Moderate 3hr 6.5ml 
A moderate walk incorporating parts of the Windrush, 
Wardens and Diamond Ways. Bring drink/snack. 
Start: 9.30am Guiting Power village car park (honesty 
box) plus roadside parking GL54 5TX.  
OS Map ref: SP 095 247. 

A Circuit of Meon Hill – Tuesday 22 March – Moderate 
3.5hr 7ml 
An interesting walk circumnavigating Meon Hill with tales 
of murder and devilry. We will also enjoy tantalising 
glimpses of two Arts and Crafts gardens. It could be 
muddy. Bring drink/snack. 
Start: 10.00am Hidcote Manor car park (with kind 
permission of National Trust).  
OS Map ref: SP 176 430. 

Winchcombe to Belas Knap – Wednesday 23 March – 
Moderate 3hr 6ml 
Easy paths and lanes meander past Sudeley Castle and 
along the valley of Beesmoor Brook, then up into woods 
and combes with spectacular views until we reach Belas 
Knap. The return to Winchcombe is gentle downhill. Bring 
coffee/snack. Cafes and pubs are available in the town 
following the walk. 

Start: 10.00am Winchcombe, Back Lane car park (£1 all 
day). OS Map ref: SP 024 283. 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be 
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but 
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some 
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – 
may be rough underfoot and ascents and 
descents may be steep. We welcome guide 
and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed.  
Walks are free although we do invite 
donations to help fund our conservation and 
improvement work. 
Sheila Wasley 

*********************************************** 

TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN! 
At this time of year we start to 
think about the mud drying up and 
getting out to walk in the beautiful 
English countryside again, but 
where to find new and interesting 
walks?    
Walking in Oxfordshire https://
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
oxfordshire has hundreds of walks 

to download and print, free. It also has books of walks, 
details of all the walking groups in the county and much 
more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a 
group, all the information is there in one place. 

There is so much walking information on the web but it is 
difficult to find. Walking in Oxfordshire (part of the 
Walking in England website) has brought it together in one 
place so whether you are walking from home, or away on 
holiday, you will be able to find a walk 
suitable for you. 
With walks from half a mile to 12 miles 
plus long, and a note of suitability for 
pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy. 
So home or away, check out the 
websites and get walking! 
John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

GRANTS FROM BUSWT 
  The Burford Upton & Signet Welfare Trust (BUSWT) is a 
local charity set up many years ago to aid the welfare of 
people living in these areas. The trust has a modest annual 
income of approximately £2,200. 
  If you or someone you know of might benefit from a 
small grant from the charity, please get in touch.  Recent 
grants have included: 
• purchasing something for the home 
• buying a child’s school uniform 
• paying a bill, i.e. electric, oil, repairs, etc. 
• equipment needed for school/university 

Please contact the secretary, Christine Brown, 
07971679116, christineibrown7@gmail.com  
All requests are kept confidential. The trustees’ next 
meeting is on 9 March 2022. 
Christine Brown - Secretary of BUSWT
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AS I WAS SAYING…………………..… 
This may be the last you hear from me for a while on 
HGVs because, sadly, the Burford weight limit (“BWL”) is 
no more. I reported in the February issue that Cllr Enright, 
the OCC cabinet member to whom responsibility for 
making the decision had been delegated, had declined to 
renew the BWL. As a result the BWL expired on 4 
February by effluxion of time.  
     There is an appeal process which we activated. As the 
first stage, our OCC councillor, Nicholas Field-Johnson 
issued what is technically called a “calling-in notice” with 
the support of 12 other OCC councillors. This requires a 
Scrutiny Committee of OCC to examine the decision to 
check that it has been properly made. If they have any 
doubts they can refer it to the OCC cabinet or the OCC full 
council. In the event, the Scrutiny Committee decided on 2 
February that there were some issues revolving around 
whether or not the “principle of decision making” 
contained in OCC’s constitution had been observed and 
some doubts about the clarity of the evidence on which the 
decision had been based. The Scrutiny Committee resolved 
to refer the decision to the cabinet. Bear with me, it gets 
more exciting.  
     On 15 February the cabinet decided that the principles 
had been observed and that OCC Officers had clarified the 
evidence to the satisfaction of the cabinet. Accordingly Cllr 
Enright’s original decision stood. 
     Volumes could be written about how wrong the decision 
and the process of getting to it actually were but the point I 
wish to make is the overtly political nature of the whole 
shemozzle. The ruling group on OCC is currently an 
unholy alliance of Labour, Lib-Dem and Greens. The 
opposition is principally Conservative. OCC’s constitution 
provides that the membership of Scrutiny Committees shall 
reflect the make-up of the whole council. So if a party has 
30% of the membership of the whole council it should 
have 30% of any Scrutiny Committee. But that does not 
apply to the cabinet. The cabinet is appointed by the ruling 
group so every member of it is Labour, Lib-Dem or Green. 
Cllr Enright is Labour. What do you think were ever the 
chances of the cabinet voting against one of its own? Even 
Cllr Lefferman, Leader of OCC and Chair of the cabinet, 
who had been broadly supportive of the BWL because 
Shipton-under-Wychwood is part of her constituency, did 
an 180 degree U-turn and voted with the rest of the cabinet 
in a breath-taking assault on the interests of her 
constituents there for reasons which I cannot begin to 
comprehend. 
     So what now? We shall continue to fight but it will now 
return to a war of attrition. Nothing is going to happen for 
a few weeks other than the return of the heavy lorries. 

There are a number of 
initiatives swirling around, 
some sensible – making 
our bridge safer for 
pedestrians - some fanciful 
– a by-pass on stilts over 
the Windrush – and BTC 
will keep you posted on 
any of these which look 
feasible. Meanwhile we 
must let the dust settle. 
John White  

 

9 March 2022 AGM 10.30am and Lecture at 11am at The 
Warwick Hall, Burford. 

The Bayeux Tapestry, the World’s Oldest Comic-Strip 
with Eveline Eaton 

Everyone is aware about “1066 and all that” without 
necessarily knowing the exact facts about this momentous 
event. This lecture will present in detail the historical, 
cultural and artistic aspects of that unique masterpiece, the 
Bayeux Tapestry, which provides posterity with such a 
startling testimonial of peoples’ lives in the late Viking age. 

Eveline Eaton has a BA Hons from the Courtauld Institute, 
a diploma from the Study Centre for the History of Fine & 
Decorative Arts. She is a freelance lecturer in Fine Arts. 
     This hybrid lecture will be held at the Warwick Hall, 
Church Green, Burford, OX18 4RZ at 11am and via Zoom. 
Numbers at the Warwick Hall are restricted to comply with 
Covid-19 guidelines, booking is essential.  
     Further information will be circulated via the newsletter 
and bookings can be made via the website 
(www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk). Visitors are 
welcome, space permitting, for a suggested donation of 
£10. 
Coffee is available in the Warwick Hall.  
For more information contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 
823943 or  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please see the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook
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BURFORD ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
GROUP, THE BEAGLES 

According to the RSPB, there are an estimated 10 million 
acres of private gardens in the UK—this is a lot of land 
(about twice the size of Wales), and a lot of space to work 
with when making life easier for our native species of 
plants and wildlife. 
     Unfortunately, many of our native species are in 
decline. The numbers of hedgehogs and many varieties of 
bird have decreased sharply in recent decades, thanks to 
factors like road deaths (sadly apparent on the A40 and 
A361 in the summer months) and widespread pesticide use 
limiting sources of food. However, our gardens can work 
as both refuges and corridors for our native animals…if we 
know what to do to help them. 
The RHS and RSPB suggest: 
• Letting your garden grow. Go longer between cuts 

(of either the entire lawn or just parts of it). ‘No Mow 
May’ is the perfect time to put up your feet and see 
what happens - less work for you, more food for 
insects. With our increasingly hotter and dryer 
summers, longer grass will also prevent the loss of 
precious water. 

• Stop using herbicides and pesticides. Explore other, 
more natural options to limit unwanted pests, such as 
companion planting and physical barriers (which can 
sometimes be picked up used from other growers). 

• Mimic wild places. Mix scrub, trees and long grass/
flowers to replicate our native woods and meadows. 
Adding strips of shorter lawn imitates grazing and 
gives ground-feeding birds places to dig up worms. 

• Be slightly untidy. Piles of sticks and leaves are 
useful shelters for mammals and insects. Artful stick 
piles can serve as rustic focal points for your garden. 

• Create a wildlife highway. Talk to your neighbours 
about creating a corridor to make sure wildlife can 
travel from one garden to another. Small holes in 
garden fences (about 13cm in diameter) should let 
hedgehogs out while still keeping pets in. 

• Don’t spend on seeds. Our native plants easily self-
seed. If you would like more control over what grows, 
source your seed from a local seed company that 
specialises in wildflowers for our heavy clay soil. 

At the time of publication, it will be just over three months 
until Burford residents throw open their garden gates as 
part of Burford Festival’s Open Gardens. Why not be 
creative and try something new this year, and see how 
many non-human visitors you might attract as well? To 
encourage participation, we will be providing a prize for 
the best Burford UnGarden, or BUG for short; more on this 
next month. 
     We will be running another litterpick on Sunday,           
6 March, meeting at 2.30pm under the Tolsey – please 
bring pickers and gloves if you have them. Our monthly 
meeting is at the Highway Inn at 7.30pm on 14 March, and 
the next repair café/clothing exchange/freecycle event is in 
the Old Hall at the Warwick Hall from 11am to 1pm on the 
19 March. 
Andy Hayter 

ORCHARD PLANTING IN BURFORD 

Thanks to all those who came along to help the town 
Council plant not one, but two community orchards!   It 
was wonderful to be bringing orchards back to Burford, 
once commonplace in the area.  We all agreed they’ll be a 
lovely sight as you arrive in the town. There are 42 fruit 
trees in all, 33 on Oxford Road and nine on the Recreation 
Ground.  Lots of thought was given to choosing the 
varieties – there are apples, pears and plums that will have 
lovely blossom and then bear fruit from September through 
until the end of October; some of the apples can be stored 
until late spring. As well as more common types, there are 
also a selection of heritage fruit varieties, some originating 
nearby.  We hope they will provide lots of interest for 
cooking as well as eating and drinking. As always please 
get in touch if you’d like to find out more. 
Burford Town Council (town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk) or 
Lucy Staveley (lucy.staveley@gmail.com) 

********************************************** 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

Our first meeting of 2022 was held on the last Thursday in 
January.  The next talk will be on 24 March on Defensive 
Gardening in Climate Change.  And after that will come 
the Spring Show on Saturday 2 April.  Janet reminded us  
that we had planted three trees, one in memory of Norah 
Thomas and one in memory of Avery Baines   She also 
mentioned the street party for the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee and the plant stall for the festival. 
Our speaker was Gill Hazel, who came from a village 
south of Bristol and had grown sweet peas on a massive 
scale.  Gill described how she grew and supported her 
plants and showed pictures of winning exhibits at RHS 
shows and encouraged us to grow sweet peas. 
David Day 
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Next Meeting Tuesday 15 March  -   
7PM At Warwick Hall 

From aircraft spotter to 
Gentleman Usher to the Sword of State 

Sir John Allison entered the 
Royal Air Force College 
Cranwell and was 
commissioned in 1964. On 
graduation, he won the prize 
for the best pilot in his entry, 
also the aerobatic trophy. 
During his subsequent career, 
he rose from front line pilot to 
ultimately commanding all 
operational forces of the RAF 
as Commander-in-Chief of 
Strike Command, with the 
rank of Air Chief Marshal.  

Between 2006 and 2013 he was a member of the Royal 
Household, serving as Gentleman Usher to the Sword of 
State. He has flown over 100 aircraft types as captain and 
is still an active pilot. 
The aim of his illustrated talk is to entertain, while offering 
some serious content. 

******** 
New members welcome £10 a year (for five talks, a visit 
and annual lunch plus a free garden party); preferably join 
online but at the door is also possible.  Guests welcome, 
£5.  

Pre-registering on our website to attend is appreciated to 
enable us to arrange appropriately spaced seating. 

Visit to Whittington Court Tuesday 12 April. Booking is 
now open on our website for our visit to this small Tudor 
manor house with Jacobean and later additions, set in the 
countryside five miles east of Cheltenham. 

Committee. We are pleased to welcome three new 
committee members who not only demonstrated their 
physical prowess in spectacularly leaping over the queue of 
those desperate for a role but also sailed through the 
notoriously stiff Mensa entrance examination.  Ken Craven 
is our new membership secretary on 
kenneth_craven@hotmail.com, Laura Gordon and Mark 
Cazaly are now sharing the role of treasurer. 

Have you discovered our new website? The ‘Timeline’ 
and ‘Gallery’ now include images of the Western Pavement 
renovations that were the successful outcome of our 2021 
campaign in partnership with Burford Town Council. 
Peter - peteremartin@btinternet.com 
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

*********************************************** 

THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP 
How wonderful it is to have my desk aglow with bouncing 
yellow heads of daffodils, a sure sign that spring is on the 
way.  Spring also marks the arrival of lots of new titles at 
the bookshop. From picture books to politics and fiction to 
fantasy, our shelves are positively bursting with books for 
every age and taste! 
     January saw our first 'in person' book group which was 
an absolute delight - the bookshop really does come to life 
with the chatter of books.  For our next book we shall be 
reading Still Life by Sarah Winman, author of When God 
was a Rabbit.  Still Life is a big-hearted story of people 
brought together by love, war, art and the ghost of E.M. 
Forster.  In 1944, in the ruined wine cellar of a Tuscan 
villa, as bombs fall around them, two strangers meet and 
share an extraordinary evening.  A young British soldier 
and a sexagenarian art historian and possible spy. She has 
come to Italy to salvage paintings from the wreckage and 
relive memories of the time she encountered E.M. Forster 
and had her heart stolen by an Italian maid in a particular 
Florentine room with a view.  Moving from the Tuscan 
Hills and piazzas of Florence, to the smog of London's East 
End, Still Life is a sweeping, joyful novel about beauty, 
love, family and fate.             
     We are also in the midst of booking authors for the 
Burford Lit Fest in September and have secured quite a 
number already.  We learnt so much from last year’s 
festival and this year and once again we are looking for 
volunteers to take tickets on the door and make sure our 
guests and authors are comfortable - if you would like to 
be involved please pop into the bookshop.  You can now 
become a Friend of BLF by 
going to 
www.burfordlitfest.co.uk and 
for the annual sum of £20 get 
early access to all events. 
“In the spring, at the end of 
the day, you should smell like 
dirt.” Maya Angelou 
We look forward to seeing 
you in the bookshop soon. 
Kim 
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
The Apothecary’s Daughter by Charlotte Betts is, if I 
remember correctly, the fourth book Alice’s Book Group 
has read that features the daughter of a named profession; 
this is not relevant to our enjoyment, however.  It was 
thought to be a good read, but it seemed rather damned by 
faint praise.   
     We felt that the author was “ticking boxes,” featuring as 
she does: slavery, prostitution, female discrimination, 
mental illness, adultery and the squalor of the seventeenth 
century. That may be a little harsh, there will be readers to 

whom this history is new, and there 
will be those too who are unfamiliar 
with the effects of the plague upon 
individuals and upon society.  But, in 
fairness we all felt we had learnt 
something, and the comparison 
between the plague and our current 
pandemic provoked discussion, also 
about the period and the subjects 
raised; we found the description of 
Londoners fleeing the Great Fire was 
especially effective, and Betts’s 
researches were apparent; we 
assumed Mr Pepys had been sitting at 

her shoulder! (Incidentally, we thought her vision 
confirmed our opinion that official figures stating only half 
a dozen people perished are rubbish and many poorer 
people were killed or completely incinerated.) 
     The writing is fine and the narrative straightforward. 
Each of the characters could have inhabited the 21st 
century, displaying passions common to all, and while we 
sometimes thought various episodes and actions were 
anachronistic, none of us felt we were really qualified to 
judge.  The skeleton of the plot is predictable, and rather 
conventional. It features a usurping stepmother, and a love 
story, but as one wisely remarked “There are only seven 
basic plotlines,” besides which, knowing the date and 
location, we were anticipating the Great Fire – and 
obviously were not disappointed, The final chapter was the 
only slight surprise, and feels as if it was tagged on to 
prepare the reader for the sequel, which we might, or might 
not read. 
The next book we intend to read is The Vanishing of 
Audrey Wilde by Eve Chase. 
Veral Marshall 
Interestingly there are four other books called The 
Apothecary’s Daughter by Jane Adams, Patricia 
Schonstein, Julie Klassen and Jo Sutton.  It’s not 
uncommon to find two books with the same name but surely 
five is some sort of record - Ed. 

BURFORD SINGERS 
Bach St John Passion 

  Saturday 9 April 2022 at 7.00pm 
Cirencester Parish Church, Market Place 

Cirencester GL7 2NX 
  

Burford Singers with 
William Wallace (Evangelist) 

Jon Stainsby (Christus) 
Jessica Cale (Soprano) 
James Neville (Alto) 
Freddie Long (Bass) 

Baroque Ensemble Canzona 
Theresa Caudle (Leader) 
Conductor: Brian Kay 

  Tickets £25 (reserved) and £15 (unreserved) 
Online booking to 8 April (Booking fee applies)  available 

at https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/ 
Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) to 8 April 

from The Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford 
OX18 4QJ and Cirencester Visitor Information Centre, 
Corinium Museum, Park Street, Cirencester GL7 2BX.  
And on the door.   Full details on our website https://

www.burfordsingers.org.uk/events/ 
Catherine Martin 

********************************************* 

BURFORD ORCHESTRA 
Live Classical Music - Spring Concert 

Local musicians have been practising for the next Burford 
Orchestra concert which will be held on 26 March at St 
Mary’s Church in Witney. This is the first concert for the 
orchestra’s new conductor, Neil Brownless.  
Tickets cost £9 for adults and £1 for under 16s and are 
available on the door or from Ticketsource. 
See www.burfordorchestra.org.uk for further information.  
Louise Atkinson  

LENTHALL CONCERT 
The last concert of the 2021-22 season is on Wednesday 
6 April when Orchestra Pro Anima plays Mozart, Bach, 
Holst and Grainger. 

The concerts are at Burford School and start at 7.30 
pm.  Advance tickets (£14) can be obtained from 
Madhatter bookshop, by ringing 824949 or via the 
website (www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk).  Tickets on the 
night cost £16. 
Nigel Barraclough

Spring Concert
Burford Orchestr a

Venue: St Mary’s Church, Witney
Tickets: £9, U16s £1, available in advance from TicketSource
Email: info@burfordorchestra.org.uk

Telephone: 01993 883490 for more information

7.30pm, Saturday 26 March 2022

Beethoven
Symphony No.6 ‘Pastoral’

Mozart
The Magic Flute Overture

Mendelssohn
Incidental music from 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Conductor: Neil Brownless

Beethoven
Symphony No.6 ‘Pastoral’

Mozart
The Magic Flute Overture

Mendelssohn
Incidental music from
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Conductor: Neil Brownless
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AN EVENT-FULL SPRING AT 
NORTHLEACH CHURCH 

Saturday 12 March 7.30pm - Da Capo a cappella 
chamber choir perform Soul Music.  
Da Capo's home base is Warwick, so it is a rare 
opportunity to hear them perform their uplifting repertoire 
of music for Lent in the fine acoustics of Northleach 
Church 
Tickets £12 at ticketsource.co.uk/dacapo 
Saturday 23 April, 7.00pm - Patrick Mackie talks about 
his book Mozart in Motion 
Patrick Mackie mixes biographical storytelling with deep 
dives into the experience of listening to Mozart’s music to 
reveal a musician in dialogue with culture at its most 
sweepingly progressive. 
Tickets £8 at https://northleachmozart.eventbrite.co.uk 
Saturday 28  May 7.00pm - James Fleming talks about 
his book Bond Behind The Iron Curtain 
James Fleming, nephew of Ian Fleming, shares previously 
unseen illustrations and material translated from the 
languages of Russia and its communist satellites, detailing 
their attack on capitalism and the character and morals of 
007. 
Tickets available soon. Cocktails, shaken not stirred. 
If you’d like to be kept informed of future events at 
Northleach Church, please sign up at  
https://www.northleachbenefice.org/concerts-events 
Jane Quelch   

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE 
(Covering Burford, Fulbrook, 
Taynton and Bradwell Village 

Only) 

Next order date is Thursday 17 
March 2022 by 5.00pm. Late orders will not be accepted. 
Deliveries for the March order are expected to be between 
21 March and 2 April, depending on weather and market 
conditions at the time. The following order will be on 
Thursday 5 May 2022. 
You can join the syndicate and order online at 
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application forms, 
and order forms are available from Reavley’s Chemist. Any 
questions please contact Peter Higgs - 822462 

 

It’s that time of year when organisations gather together to 
review the activities of the past year, refresh committees 
with new blood and scrutinise their finances.  The Annual 
General Meeting is often an occasion for a lower than 
usual turnout unless the event is sweetened by a more 
enjoyable social activity. The FaB WI are going to have a 
bingo evening following our AGM in March.   It should be 
fun. 

Following up on our superbly 
inspirational speaker, Al 
Sylvester MBE, in February we 
have another block-buster 
speaker on 12 April - Alastair 
Lack, who will be speaking 
about the ‘Oxford of Morse’ and 
about the scenes and locations of 
some of the best-known cases of 
Inspector Morse.  The television 
series featuring John Thaw was 
based on the novels of Oxford writer Colin Dexter and 
remains immensely popular worldwide. Alistair, 
an expert in speaking about Oxford, will conjure up visions 
of dreaming of spires, colleges and quadrangles alongside 
stories of this eternally popular character and the crimes he 
solves.    Alastair Lack read 
Modern History at University 
College Oxford between 1964-8 
and subsequently taught in 
India and worked in publishing 
in New York.  He then worked 
for the BBC for more than 
twenty-six years, from 1971 to 
1997, making programmes for 
both television and radio, but 
almost always for the World 
Service.  Having presented, 
produced and edited a wide 
range of programmes from 
current affairs to the arts, his 
final position was as Head of 
English Programmes, with 
responsibility for all non-news English programmes on the 
World Service.  Moving to Oxford, he became The 
secretary of the Oxford University Society (the 
organisation that supports Oxford alumni groups 
throughout the world), and then moved to freelance work, 
including Oxford city and university guiding, local 
journalism and tutoring students in media studies.  This 
promises to be a very interesting talk. 

The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. For further 
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or 
contact Jane Arnell our secretary at gjaarnell@icloud.com 
or on 01993 822755. Alternatively contact our president, 
Ginny Renwick on 07802 351888 or 
FABWI.ginny@gmail.com. 
Angela Weller (FaB WI member) 

POST OFFICE UPDATE 
Bank branches are disappearing from our High Street. 
You can do most of your banking at the post office 
(next to Bumbles). 
You can  
•• withdraw cash using your card 
• Pay cash into your account using your 

card or paying in slip 
• Check your bank balance 
• Deposit a cheque using a paying in slip 

Business  banking services include change giving 
Steve Colter 
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BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 

Above are John Smith, Mike Clark, Jane Coombs and 
President Ros who are planting up crocus pots to sell to 
raise money for Rotary’s polio fund. We will be selling 
them on Saturday 26 March outside the Tolsey in 
Burford. Just right for Mothering Sunday presents. Please 
come and see us and learn about Rotary at the same time.  
     It has just been announced that polio is now eradicated 
in Pakistan . Please help us support this very important 
Rotary International Charity to continue the fight against 
polio  
     Here is a taster of some of our meetings coming up:  
14 March - International Meal 
28 March -  Brian Barber Aid Working in a Civil War in 
Liberia. 
Would you like to get involved with your community, meet 
new likeminded people?  And enjoy hearing entertaining 
speakers and develop a new social life?  Help to raise 
money to help local and international charities?  How do 
you do that? Join Burford and Kingham Rotary.  Why not 
think about coming along to one of our meetings at 
Burford Golf Club on Mondays 6.45 pm for 7.00pm 
(except Bank Holidays). We are a small but very friendly 
group with members from all the local villages in the area. 
We are always looking to increase our membership. You 
will get a very warm welcome . 
  Contact our secretary John Smith email 
jpw.smith@jasss.co.uk  07717883182 
If I can also give you any more details 
about Rotary, please do give me a ring.  I 
would love to hear from you to have an 
informal chat . 
President Ros -  01608643844 /
07702135731  

*********************************************** 

 
Secrets of a coaching scene revealed. 

Art UK® previously called the Public Catalogue 
Foundation, is a cultural and education charity which since 
2003 has digitised over 220,000 paintings in public 
collections, including several from the  Burford Tolsey 
Museum and Archive.  Small images of these are on their 
website, thus widening our potential audience. 

One image shows this coaching scene by  John Cordrey 
(c1765-1825) most of whose works are of similar subjects 
painted to a distinctive formula; the turnout always 
travelling in the same direction, with the coach and horses 
and people silhoutted against a wide sky.  
When found in a High Street property more than fifty years 
ago, the picture was in a sorry state – it is still quite fragile 
and dirty - and had been reduced in width; Cordrey usually 
painted a large tree on the right and more road ahead of the 
horses, and often included a milestone to the left.  

The detail which a keen-eyed researcher spotted on the  Art 
UK® website is the circle on the door of the coach which 
he thought might represent the sign of a famous London 
coaching inn, the Bull and Mouth, but he emailed to ask 
for a clearer image which he hoped might also show the  
name of the coach proprietor.      

Taking a close-up photograph, and not having previously 
looked at the details on the coach, I was pleased to find the 
name predicted, Willian (sic) & Co painted below the 
window. John Willan was active from 1813 to 1818. Also 
as predicted the circle shows the sign of the Bull and 
Mouth Inn - a prancing bull, with a wide-mouthed face 
above. (This strange name is probably a corruption of 
Boulogne Mouth, the French harbour on the north coast of 
France, captured by Henry VIII in 1544). 
The other words on the side of the coach  show the return 
route from Holyhead, via Shrewsbury, Birmingham, and 
Oxford, to London, so almost certainly not passing through 
Burford. 
Chris Walker 
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PINCH ME - I’VE MOVED TO 
BURFORD! 

When I told a friend I was moving to Burford, he 
exclaimed, “But what about the hill? How will you manage 
it when you get old?”  I declared (with more than a touch 
of bravado) that it would keep me fit and young.  I’ve now 
incorporated it into my daily run and, despite barely 
sustaining a doubled-over half-jog that’s so slow I feel I’m 
going backwards, I remain unwilling to concede that he 
might have a point.  
     I moved into Burford’s new Cotswold Gate 
development on Shilton Road in November 2021.  It was a 
grey day and drizzling on my furniture, but I couldn’t stop 
smiling.  I’d arrived in this beautiful town in this gorgeous 
location, and my new home embraced me with space and 
peace.  My experience of Lioncourt, the company building 
the properties here, has been excellent and I am grateful to 
everyone who’s worked to create an estate designed and 
constructed with care.  Soon we will enjoy the spring 
growth of countless newly planted shrubs, trees and 
wildflowers, with protected bat boxes and hedgehog passes 
supporting an environment created not only for its human 
inhabitants. 
     I’ve met local folk who’ve gone out of their way to be 
warm and friendly, though I’m aware the proposal to 
replace a field of quietly grazing sheep with a large 
housing development was met with understandable dismay 
and objections.  I’ve felt slightly embarrassed owning up to 
living here, realising I might represent an unwelcome 
addition, so I hope that some of us can contribute 
positively to the community and that, as the buildings and 
gardens mature and settle into the landscape, in time it 
might become comfortably familiar even to long-
established residents.  Maybe in 20 years or so it will no 
longer be thought of as ‘new’. 
     As I jog along the golf course and into the fields, 
towards a distant flock of wheeling birds and the soft, open 
sky, I recognise it’s a profound privilege to live here.  I’ve 
a cherished collection of Cotswold walks and villages to 
re-visit and gradually I hope to explore many more 
footpaths, cafes, shops and pubs.  And if in time my run up 
the hill becomes less of a breathless stagger and more of a 
satisfying trot, that would be magical.  And it will take a 
hefty dose of magic to make that happen. 
Sanchia Barlow 

GATED 
It was nice to see (in the February Bridge)  a mention of 
the new gate, by the Burford Golf Course, donated by our 
friends to mark our 50th wedding anniversary. We should 
also give credit, though, to the Cotswold Voluntary 
Wardens. Our friends had responded to their “donate a 
gate” scheme. The Wardens, who are replacing old or 
worn-out stiles with new gates, enjoy the work and give 
their time freely, but need the funding for the actual 
materials. The new gates are wonderfully sturdy and are 
expected to last at least 40 years. 
This is a great scheme, and we would encourage any 
readers looking for a suitable birthday or anniversary 
present, which combines a gift – including a small plaque -  
with an excellent countryside amenity, to contact the 
Wardens, at cvw.east.chairman@gmail.com.  As regular 
trudgers of local footpaths, we can testify to the value of 
the gates, especially for those of us of advancing years 
with difficulty in “getting a leg over”! 
Graham and Lesley Hadley 

********************************************** 

HOW CAN WE FIND YOUR HOME? 
I work for the NHS Out of Hours service, we are the 
people who come to your home when you call 111 and 
need to see a doctor. 
One of the most frustrating problems we face is trying 
to find individual houses where the house number or 
house name cannot be seen easily from the road. 
     You would be amazed how many houses have names 
and numbers that are either too ridiculously small to be 
seen, hidden or even missing. In fact, I recently spent over 
90 minutes trying to find one house in a small rural village 
and only got there in the end by sheer luck. Obviously the 
patient was less then pleased but if we can’t see it, we can’t 
find it. 
     So, do us and others a favour…. Please mark one of 
your wheelie-bins with your house number or name with 
big white or reflective letters or numbers and if you are 
expecting a visit from the NHS or indeed anyone, put it out 
on the side of the road where we can easily see it.  The 
lettering kits are really cheap on Amazon. 
     It doesn’t even matter if it's bin day, this will still really 
help anyone who may need to find you urgently in the 
middle of the day or night and just by putting your unique 
wheelie-bit out, we will be able to see it clearly and get to 
you much more easily and quickly.  This isn't an official 
policy...yet, but I'm just trying make our lives a little easier 
and yours safer. 
Rebecca McNaught 
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BRIDEWELL GARDENS 
Bridewell Gardens provides a mental health recovery 
service for West Oxfordshire, supporting people who have 
experienced severe and enduring mental illness. Bridewell 
is a creative and inspiring walled garden and vineyard 
where people can find hope in recovery, gardening and 
working with nature. 

We look forward to sharing our beautiful gardens with you 
this year. 
     We will be holding our plant sale on Saturday 30 April 
where you can browse a wide variety of perennial plants 
for sale in our stock bed avenue.  Plants for sale in the 
vineyard – the walled garden will not be open during the 
plant sale. 
     The entire site will be open to the public during our 
Open Days on: Sunday 15 May, Saturday 18 and 
Sunday 19 June, Sunday 11 September 11am-4pm 

What to expect from the Open Day 
Visitors may explore all parts of the vineyard and walled 
gardens which are not usually accessible to the public.  We 
will be selling our produce including Bridewell sparkling 

wine which is 
made from grapes 
grown in 
Bridewell’s 
organic vineyard. 
From our pop-up 
café you can 
enjoy coffee and 
cake in the 
beautiful and 
peaceful 
surroundings of 
the garden.  Dogs 
are welcome on a 
lead. Bring a 
picnic to relax in 
the vineyard and 
make the most of 
your day out in 
this idyllic corner 
of West 
Oxfordshire. 

Cost:  A suggested donation of £5 per person. 
Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden, Wilcote, 
Oxfordshire, OX7 3DT (NB do check a map before 
visiting us as satnavs are not reliable.)  
Rachel Green - Charity Number: 1158456 

RIVER POLLUTION LATEST 
WASP reported last month on the increased media attention 
the issue of water quality and sewage pollution is now 
beginning to get. Some of you will have seen Panorama 
last year, in which WASP featured prominently and the 
issue was graphically shown .We also reported on the 
“investigations” which have seemingly been launched by 
both OFWAT and the Environment Agency into 2000 
sewage treatment works across the country since Peter 
Hammond’s detailed reporting on specific rivers, works 
and water companies was made public. 
The trouble is that there is nothing yet to know on that one. 
No basis for the investigation has been provided publicly 
yet and there are simply lots of noisy headlines from 
DEFRA on the clampdown it is making on the water 
companies. It is all, regrettably, still pretty opaque and 
smelly – like our river at certain key, now well publicised 
points on the way to Newbridge where it joins the Thames. 
And it’s not just the Windrush. 
In spite of the Environmental Audit Committee’s report on 
water quality which called for an urgent review of the 
system by which water companies self-monitor their 
sewage works, and the clear warning that a “chemical 
cocktail” of sewage, slurry and plastic is polluting 
England’s rivers and putting public health and nature at 
risk, the law exists to be enforced and we’re not yet seeing 
clear signs of change. The water companies have been very 
close to the government agencies and manipulated the 
system to suit themselves with an entity called Water UK 
to help them which is well supported financially. 
Here in Burford we are helping to spearhead a very slow 
tide of change, thanks in large part to the results of the data 
analysis which Peter Hammond has given to exposing the 
water companies’ illegal spills. The Environment Agency 
had failed to request the relevant data and had therefore 
grossly underestimated the scale of the problem and 
allowed it to continue unchecked, sometimes for three 
months continuously. As Peter said to The Times, “Any 
bright sixth former could have generated the charts we 
used to detect illegal spills” (January 19th) 
The situation has been dire ever since something called 
Operator Self-Monitoring started, post-privatisation in 
1991. It will not be top priority to international companies 
to put this concern above the profit motive without 
determined enforcement action. Recently fluffy wording 
has been added to the new Environment Act about sewage 
outflows and DEFRA are holding to that wording. The 
water companies are now wringing their hands and 
blaming the regulatory environment they are in, but that is 
nonsense and the recent steer from government to OFWAT 
is that long-term thinking is now what is required in their 
dealings with the water companies. In fact, though, in spite 
of the press coverage given to the above we need much 
more clarity on the investigations and the enforcement 
action being taken (if any) and a sense that the public are 
being heard and action is being taken rather than simply 
being managed. 
Please don’t assume this issue is in hand yet, we need 
citizen engagement and pressure with the awareness that is 
now out there in the media to spread the word, join WASP 
or offer to come and help us. Please get in touch if you are 
interested. www.windrushwasp.org This is about ensuring 
crystal clear waters to swim and paddle and picnic in – for 
the next generation. It won’t happen without you! 
Victoria Marsh 
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BURFORD SCHOOL 
‘All the World’s a Stage’ 

Our GCSE and A Level Drama students had a fabulous 
weekend in London – our first school trip for many 
months.  At the Wyndam’s Theatre, they enjoyed a 
wonderful performance of Life of Pi (a combination of 
puppetry and acting) participated in a Greek Chorus 
workshop at Danceworks studio, visited Shakespeare’s 
Globe to wonder at the beautiful (mock) Elizabethan 
architecture and as a final treat, immersed themselves in a 
lively interactive production of The Great Gatsby, even 
learning how to do the Charleston! 

FarmED was fantastic! 
How fortunate we are to have a centre for sharing ideas on 
regenerative food and farming right on our doorstep. Our 
Year 7 Attenborough Club members thoroughly enjoyed 
their day trip to FarmED in early February.  They learnt 
about the history of farming and food supply and enjoyed a 
tour of the farm, which included looking for rare and 
unusual species in the orchard, identifying aromatic herbs 
and visiting the three resident cows in the micro-dairy. 

“To Learn to Read is to Light a Fire” 
Dominic Sandbrook, distinguished historian, columnist and 
author of the popular Adventures in Time series, held two 
exciting events on Friday 11 February.  During the day, our 
KS3 students participated in a talk and Q&A session and in 
the evening Dominic stayed to give a talk to the older 
students and adults within and beyond school.  

Primary Partnership Links 
How lovely it has been to welcome pupils from our 
Partnership Primaries into school once again.  One hundred 
Year 4 students enjoyed their street dance skills workshop 
enormously.  Leading the session was Step2Dance School, 
who were supported by our Year 7 and 12 students. This 
was followed by the U11 Sportshall Athletics Programme 
event for Year 5 and 6 students. Year 10 students, studying 
for their Sports Leader Award, recorded times and 
distances and gave everyone lots of support and 
encouragement. 

Looking to the Future 
Mrs Haines, our Careers Lead, ran the week’s assemblies 
during National Apprenticeship Week in February. Careers 
and employment are an important part of the curriculum in 
all secondary schools and students begin to think about 
where their interests and talents lie right from the outset. 
During the assemblies students were able to hear from 
young people across Oxfordshire currently in 
apprenticeship roles, and their employers and training 
providers, and were given excellent information to help 
inform them of the wide range of possibilities available to 
them. 

News from Sixth Form 
Following our Sixth Form Open Evening in November, we 
have received a large number of applications for entry in 
September 2022–23. Current Year 12 students have now 
submitted their applications to UCAS and offers have 
already arrived for a wide variety of courses including 
Marine Biology, Liberal Arts, Interior Design, 
Physiotherapy, Veterinary Science, Medicine, Forensic 
Science and Business Management from universities such 
as Durham, Edinburgh, Bournemouth, Cambridge, Exeter, 
UCL, Sheffield, Bath and York. 

Tickets! Tickets! Tickets! 

450th Birthday Musical Spectacular! Les Misérables – 29 
March – 2 April. 
Tickets are selling fast for this fantastic event.  Don’t miss 
out.  Visit Ticketsource to book.  
Sarah Duckworth - www.burford.xon.sch.uk 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD PRE-SCHOOL IS READY 
FOR THE SPRING 

After a very cold recent spell, the children have been on 
the lookout for early signs of spring.  They have enjoyed 
being little explorers and out looking for clues that spring 
is returning. They have noticed snowdrop bulbs coming 
through the ground and were delighted!  The children have 
also noticed that birds are busy building nests and the 
sound of lawnmowers in the distance as grass is being cut 
for the first time since the winter. We are excited for all the 
beautiful spring colours to return as well as the butterflies 
and bees. 

Burford Pre-School is excited about the spring term, 
especially about our annual Easter activities, including 
Easter bonnet competition and Easter egg hunt in our 
woodland area.  We are very proud of all the children and 
of our wonderful little gem of a Pre-School. The staff are 
dedicated to the development and broad range of 
experiences on offer for the children and in giving them the 
very best start as they move on to big school. 
     We always welcome new children to join our Pre-
School, if you would like to arrange to have a look around 
we are open Monday -Thursday 9 - 2.30pm and Friday       
9 - 12pm.  In addition, after a very long and loyal time with 
the Burford Pre-School committee our current chairperson 
has moved away. We would like to thank them for all their 
support over the years. 

We now have an opening for the chairperson position 
and if you would like to offer support to the pre-school 
and work with a wonderful committee team and staff 
then please feel free to reach out to discuss the details 
further. 
Ola Caless Tel: 01993824031 
Burford Pre-School Committee Secretary, Tanners Lane 
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CALLING POTHOLE SPOTTERS 
The following came to us via BTC from the highways team 
at OCC who are recruiting and training volunteers to be 
'Super Users' on the Fix My Street reporting website:  
The scheme has been in place for about three years now, 
and we have recently recruited volunteers for Banbury and 
Abingdon.  Previously most of our volunteers have been in 
smaller, often rural, parishes, and have been parish 
councillors or clerks.  With the towns we realise that 
the councillors already have a lot to do, and the number of 
roads and pavements that fall into the 'Super User' scope is 
much greater.  So, we would like to ask your help in 
finding volunteers who could be 'Super Users' in your 
town. 
     A Super User is the ‘eyes and ears’ for the area 
highways officer. They are also able to raise works orders 
that go directly to the contractor Milestone Ltd, to carry 
out pothole and kerbing repairs on minor low speed roads. 
This saves the highways officer being taken away from 
scheduled surveys of A and B roads for something that is 
relatively easy to get fixed.  

A Super User needs to be reasonably fit and able to 
measure the depth of a pothole and mark it up with spray 
paint.  They do not need to inspect their roads daily, but 
someone who regularly walks around their village, or 
designated streets, is ideal.  They also need to be confident 
users of Fix My Street as they are given extra permissions 
which allow them to raise works orders from Fix My 
Street.  
     Super Users volunteer for Oxfordshire 
County Council and as such are required to sign a 
volunteer agreement and undertake health and safety 
training with a highways officer.  The initial training is 
done remotely using MS Teams, saving both time and 
expense.  
Please contact town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk if you would 
be interested in volunteering. 

FISHERS AT WORK 

These and other members of Cotswold Flyfishers were 
hard at work in February along and in the murky waters of 
the Windrush between Burford and Windrush.  They told 
us they were clearing tree branches and undergrowth to 
protect the river banks and preserve their fishing territory.  
We asked them when they do it and they said “When we 
can”.  It is done in the winter.  We had wondered whether 
they had permission to do this but they assured us that it 
was o-fish-all.  It made us wonder whether anyone would 
be willing to eat a fish caught in the polluted river, but 
perhaps that’s not the point. 
Editors 

********************************************* 
EDITORIAL POLICY 

As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what 
can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal 
attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their 
own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does 
not indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be 
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items 
or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is 
responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of 
good quality.   The editors may refuse to publish advertisements or 
other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge 
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements and 
does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All 
items submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of the 
writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any 
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The Bridge you are 
deemed to have agreed to the above. 
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge 
Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on 
our website www.thebridgeburford. 
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ONFORMSCULPTURE.CO.UK 
Asthall Manor 

on form, the much-loved sculpture exhibition at Asthall 
Manor, will be back in all its midsummer splendour for 
2022. After the uplifting but pared back tone of the on 
form unlocked exhibition in 2021, the organisers are 
hoping to retain some of the elements of greater simplicity, 
while returning to the interior spaces which were not 
included during the pandemic.  

For on form 22, a new selection of 36 sculptors has been 
made, eight of whom are new to on form, and nine of 
whom will be bringing their work from mainland Europe. 
The full list of on form sculptors can be found on the 
website (see below.)  

This year, concern for the fragility of the natural world, 
which has always been an implicit theme of the exhibition, 
will be more transparently pursued. As part of this effort, 
visitors will be encouraged to consider coming without a 
car. This should not be so difficult for visitors from 
Burford; it’s a lovely bike ride along the valley road, the 
233 bus comes to Asthall Turn several times a day or, if 
you’re feeling adventurous, you could always try a canoe 
along the Windrush! We are glad to say that the Burford 
Festival is organising a walk to an exclusive out-of-hours 
visit to the exhibition. See the Festival programme for 
details.  

The four local charities benefitting from on form this year 
have been chosen to chime with these concerns. The 
Wychwood Forest Trust, Bridewell Organic Gardens and 
Wild Oxfordshire are all concerned with regenerating soils, 
ecosystems and our human relationship with the natural 
world. Refugee Resource speaks to themes of welcome, 
inclusivity and adaptability.  
The medium of stone lies at the heart of the exhibition, and 
is supported by on form’s ‘please do touch’ policy.  
Visitors are urged to engage with the stone, to feel the 
harmony between nature and stone and to revel in the 
surprise and delight of the works and the playfulness of the 
curation.  

on form 22 - Asthall Manor, Asthall, Burford, OX18 4HW, 
12 June to 10 July 
11am to 6pm Wednesday to Sunday  (closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays) 

Ticket booking is essential. Tickets will go on sale in 
March.  
Entry: £12.50  |  Season Ticket £25  |  Disabled and 
Students £6   
Free - Under 12s, Carers, over 90s, residents of Asthall 
village 
Sign up to our mailing list on our website to find out more 
about our plans, including birdsong walks and painting 
workshops.   
Rosie Pearson  onformsculpture.co.uk 

********************************************** 

The North Cotswold Arts Association is a group of artists 
and crafters who meet monthly in the Warwick Hall, 
Burford as well as holding an annual members exhibition 
at the end of August. The past two years have been a 
challenge for us all but the NCAA have managed to keep 
members informed by arranging some interesting on line 
demonstrations. After cancelling our Summer Exhibition in 
2020 we managed to stage our 2021 Exhibition in the 
Warwick Hall. Although there were fewer foreign visitors 
the exhibition was a great success showing a good variety 
of paintings, prints, ceramics and jewellery which were 
enjoyed by all those who attended. 
     Our monthly meetings have restarted on the second 
Wednesday of each month and on 9 March we welcome 
Rita Thorn, a renowned mixed-media artist.  She will be 
giving a demonstration on the use of acrylic inks and other 
surface materials for creating texture. For more 
information about Rita her website is https//ritathorn.uk. 
The demonstration will take place in the Old Warwick Hall 
from 2 – 4pm. 
     Future meetings are Wednesday 13 April when there 
will be a talk by Paul Kirby on the comparison of art with 
photography and on Wednesday 11 May Tony Lloyd will 
be demonstrating print making. 
Alexa Buffery 

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Rebuffed 

The OCC Scrutiny Committee 
has referred the decision to 
revoke the Burford HGV ban 
the full OCC cabinet. However, 
the cabinet has upheld the 
original decision to revoke the 
ban. 

On 2 February, the OCC Scrutiny 
Committee decided to refer the 

Burford HGV ban to be reviewed by the full cabinet on 15 
February. However, the cabinet at the meeting on the 15th 
upheld the original decision to revoke the Burford ban.  
The basis of the referral was due to the serious omission of 
the data which comes from the Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (“ANPR”) cameras which have a 90% 
accuracy. This data was ignored and omitted from the 
Officers’ recommendations.  
The ANPR data clearly shows that there had been a 
significant reduction (over 50%) of large (3-5 axle) HGVs 
in Burford as well as the surrounding areas: reductions of 
20% in Witney, Chipping Norton and Charlbury. The data 
also confirmed that there have not been significant 
increases in greater than 7.5 tonne HGVs in the 
surrounding areas. 
There have also been significant improvements in air 
quality in Burford, Chipping Norton, Woodstock and 
Witney and it is now below health limits at all locations. 
There were no increases in air pollution anywhere as result 
of Burford experimental traffic regulation order (“ETRO”). 
This again was overlooked in the report. 
We also feel the cabinet member was badly advised by the 
Officers and was unduly influenced by Witney Town 
Council (and its traffic committee) which consistently 
voted to revoke the ban.  
These arguments were all ignored. 
However, not all is lost, we will now re-file for an 18 ton 
limit ETRO (rather than the current 7.5 ton limit).  We 
will continue to fight for a ban as we do not want to see 
long traffic queues re-emerge in Burford, together with 
further air pollution. We need to protect our historic 
town.  This is not the end of the road – please watch this 
space. 

The OCC Budget 
The new Liberal Democrat Green Alliance in their first 
budget have approved a large 5% rise in Council Tax. This 
is disappointing as the previous Conservative-led 
administration had put in place a financial strategy 
featuring a maximum of a 4% increase in Council Tax for 
2022/23. Furthermore, the budget includes a large £88m 
borrowing programme which will cost the council £5.3m a 
year to service, equivalent to 1.3% of Council Tax receipts.  

The timing of such a large tax rise of 5% which is hardly 
equitable should be questioned when so many residents are 
facing huge energy and food bills and is one of the largest 
Council Tax increases in the UK. 

Banning Meat And Dairy 
As I had previously reported, a member of the Liberal 
Democrat Green Alliance brought a motion to full council 
to ban meat and dairy products from being served at 
council-catered events and meetings. Veganism is a 
personal choice that should be respected but this attempt to 
dictate the diet of others is totally unacceptable. Our local 
farmers staged a protest at the February full council 
meeting and this gained more coverage from the media 
than the OCC budget.  Even Jeremy Clarkson said he 
wanted to join in!  

OCC And Cherwell District Council To End 
Formal Partnership 

The leader of the council issued an email to all councillors 
on 18th January, praising the partnership between OCC and 
Cherwell District Council but also announcing, subject to 
council approval, that it was going to end – without giving 
a reason why. The arrangement between the two councils, 
which has taken the form of joint services under a single 
chief executive, has been in place since September 2018. 
The ending of the partnership would mean that joint chief 
executive Yvonne Rees will return to her substantive post 
as CEO for Cherwell District Council from the date of both 
full council decisions. Recruitment will take place for the 
post of chief executive for OCC. The costs to the council 
have not been published, nor the reasons behind the 
decision made clear. Joint services would remain in place 
while new arrangements are finalised. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD CRAFTERS EASTER SALE 

Saturday 5 March 10am - 3pm in the foyer of Warwick 
Hall, Burford. 

Lots of different crafts at reasonable prices - gifts for 
children and adults. 

All proceeds go to local charities, 
Christine Brown 

* 
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 The countdown begins as we look forward to Burford 
Festival 2022 Friday 10 to Sunday 19 June. We have a 
wide range of activities planned, including concerts, 
theatre, children’s storytelling, speakers and workshops; 
something for everyone whatever their age! 
     We are especially delighted that Tony Hall, Lord Hall 
of Birkenhead and director-general of the BBC between 
April 2013 and August 2020, will be joining us to talk 
about the Future of Broadcasting. In addition, Jack Straw 
former member of parliament, foreign secretary and home 
secretary will be talking about his recent book The English 
Job: Understanding Iran and Why it Distrusts Britain 
     The organising team are all volunteers and we really 
need your help with the Festival, whether as a guide, with 
events, as a steward, with signage or any of the myriad of 
tasks we may not yet have identified. So please read the 
volunteer’s form in this issue and let us know whether you 
can offer a helping hand. We are also looking for someone 
to help us with administration and secretarial work so if 
anyone is looking for flexible, paid, part time work starting 
from March to June (and for the duration of the festival 
itself), please contact sara@burfordfestival.org for more 
details.  
     Another vitally important way of supporting the Festival 
is by becoming a Friend which provides you with priority 
bookings and an invitation to our Summer Thank You 
party. Details of how to become a Friend appear below. 
The organising team’s aim is to bring the whole 
community together, not just Burford but for all the 
surrounding villages and hamlets too. So, whether you are 
new to the area or a long-standing Burfordian, please join 
us by volunteering or by becoming a Friend. We will 
welcome you with open arms! 
Sara Hall, Adrian Jackson, Jane Arnell, Jennie Craven, 
John Hendry and Ann and Karl Morris 
www.burfordfestival.org 

Friends of Burford Festival 
Burford Festival has always benefited enormously from the 
very generous contributions it receives from both its 
Friends and its Benefactors. These gifts give us the 
financial underpinning to ensure the continued commercial 
success of this wonderful event. With the 2022 Festival fast 
approaching, now is the time to make your contribution. 
     In order to streamline the admin surrounding 
applications we have simplified the process this year. 
Going forward all our Friends and Benefactors will simply 
be referred to as Friends of Burford Festival. In order to 
become a Friend we ask for a minimum contribution of £40 
per person / £80 per couple (although naturally larger gifts 
are most welcome). 
     Friends will be able to book tickets for all events two 
weeks in advance of the general public (maximum of two 
seats per event), a particular advantage for our most 
popular events or those with limited seats, and, as a small 
thank you, will be invited to a post-festival drinks party. 
Further details on how to become a Friend of the festival 
along with an application form can be found on our website 
www.burfordfestival.org or email sara@burfordfestival.org 
Sara Hall 

Vintage Tea Cups Needed! 
We have several events at this year’s Festival (10-19 June) 
where tea will be served. These include the open gardens 
and an Alice in Wonderland themed cream tea in the 
Warwick Hall.  

For these, and any future, town based events we thought it 
would be nice to use vintage tea cups and saucers. If you 
have any spare ones that you don’t use any more or even a 
entire tea service hidden away in the attic that you could 
donate, then please let Adrian Jackson know 
(adrian@burfordfestival.org) . We are happy to collect. 

After the festival we will carefully store these for use by 
groups or individuals in the town or surrounding villages. 
Sara Hall  www.burfordfestival.org 

Burford Festival 2022 Open Gardens  
 

One of the most popular events at the Burford Festival has 
always been the Open Gardens. All being well many of our 
Gardens will be open again this year on 11 and 12 June.  
Whilst several of the old favourite have already agreed to 
take part again we are also looking to add some new ones 
to our list. The Open Gardens event is not a competition 
and is open to everyone in Burford to take part if they 
wish. If this is something you would be willing to do 
please contact Sue Ashton (07899 682771 
sue@susanashton.co.uk ) or Adrian Jackson (07775 
823534 adrian@burfordfestival.org) for more details.  
Sue and Adrian 

BURFORD FESTIVAL IS BACK  
After a frustrating year of  cancelled plans in 2021 Burford Festival is finally back with an 
exciting and varied programme of  events in 2022. 

The 2022 Burford Festival will take place from the 10 -19 June 2022. Its success will once 
again depend on our loyal, hard-working and fun-loving team of  volunteers who generously 
give their time to help deliver events and make sure Festival goers have a wonderful time. 

If  you are able to help before, during or after this year’s Festival, please put an X in as 
many boxes as possible in the appended form; enter your contact details at the end and 
email the completed form to ann@burfordfestival.org or post to Ann Morris Long Wivets, 
170 The Hill Burford, OX18 4QY. This will provide us with an indication of  the roles that 
interest you and an overview of  who could be available for what.  

Many thanks, The Festival Committee 

Before and after the Festival Enter X 
please

During the Festival 
(continued) 

Enter X 
please

Assist the Bunting Team to hang/ 
take down bunting in the Town

Act as a Steward at an event 
e.g. to arrange seating, 
welcome guests, facilitate 
roving microphone and tidy up

Assist the Banners Team to erect 
and subsequently dismantle 
publicity banners on the verges

Provide additional back stage 
assistance to support our 
sound & visual equipment 
technicians

Paste publicity posters and hang 
publicity boards in the High Street 
and at venue locations 

At an event, collect tickets and 
help with on-the-door ticket 
sales 

During the Festival
Over the Open Garden weekend 
on 11 and 12 June, act as Car 
Park Greeters to welcome 
people, point out events etc.

Transport and set out up to 6 
aluminium ‘A’ frames each day 
around the Town

Help at the Open Gardens on 11 
or 12 June e.g. to serve teas 
and give extra support to 
garden owners

Change the posters in the display 
panels at the car park and at the 
Methodist Church

Put up/take down ‘Open 
Garden’ signs and ‘Car Park’ 
signs

Provide board and lodgings for  
performers overnight on 12 June 

Help to make and serve teas/
coffees or serve wine and soft 
drinks at events

Provide transport for those needing 
to get to/from events

Name/s I am unavailable on the following dates:

Email 

Tel. No.

- 20 - - 21 - 



SQUADRON LEADER ANTHONY 
WILLIAM PICKING LVO. R.A.F. 

RETIRED (1931-2022) 
Tony’s study is a true reflection of his many interests and, 
most importantly, his passion for flying aircraft, said 
Lesley Beveridge in her 2016 interview with 
him for Fulbrook News. He fondly 
remembered his childhood and his parents.  
His father, a First World War veteran, 
suffered a poison gas attack and shrapnel 
injuries to his hand. After the war he was 
unable to return to his work as a 
draughtsman, becoming a bus conductor.  
Tony remembered well his sister Winifred, a 
WAAF, plotting bomb crews on missions 
across enemy territory. 
     Tony was an Air Cadet and enjoyed being 
in the marching band and all associations 
with flying. He won a grammar school place 
but his parents were not able to afford the expense so he 
attended Wimbledon Technical School. He was meticulous 
at engineering and technical drawing.  As a teenager, Tony 
was fond of ballroom dancing and this interest continued 
throughout his life. 

     In 1947 Tony was called up for service and he chose the 
RAF. When asked for his three 
choices of serving roles he put 
1. Pilot, 2. Pilot, 3. Pilot. 
Fortunately, he had the aptitude, 
flying a total of 99 different 
types of aircraft throughout his 
career and in retirement.  He 
made his vow to serve his 
country and after basic training 
learned to fly in Southern 
Rhodesia. In his spare time, he 
loved to sketch and now his 
paintings cover the walls at 
home. Most of his postings were 
flying positions in which he excelled: 71 Squadron flying 
Sabres in Germany; instructor at the Central Flying School; 
and an instrument rating officer.  During a ‘ground’ job as 
station adjutant at RAF Syerston near Newark he met Ann 
Carlile, ‘Miss Nottingham,’ a mannequin, and they married 
in Aldershot.  They had two sons, Christopher, a police 
officer, and David, now a doctor of biochemistry.   Ann 
sadly became seriously ill with cancer and although Tony 
with the help of David explored many different avenues to 
try to alleviate her condition, she died in 1998. They had 
been married for 41 years, many spent together in 
Fulbrook, where they moved in 1989. 

     During his 22 years, service, Tony completed further 
posts broadening his experience. He graduated as a test 
pilot from the Empire Test Pilots School, RAF 
Farnborough, then tested many types of aircraft including 
the Short Bros. Belfast aircraft in Belfast for its suitability 
for RAF service - it was…. and the heaviest aircraft the 
RAF commissioned.  His last posting was with the Queen’s 
Flight. He was particularly discreet about this role, where 
he was appointed personal pilot to HRH Prince Philip the 
Duke of Edinburgh and subsequently appointed Lieutenant 
of the Royal Victorian Order by Her Majesty the Queen. 

Despite employment becoming difficult in Civvy Street, 
with fuel rationing, Tony became deputy chief pilot for the 
Rank Organisation for two years. In his final role he 
established the flying wing for De Beers International Air 
Services, setting up the company, purchasing aircraft, 
recruiting the crews and staff and managing the 
organisation.  An interesting and varied position as he 
safely transported his valuable cargo for 20 years. 

Tony met Tricia in Fulbrook, the widow of 
Peter Murfitt, a Royal Air Force Pilot and 
blacksmith. They found they had much in 
common and were happily married for over 
22 years, living in Westhall Hill, enjoying the 
beautiful position looking over at Burford.  
They have travelled extensively together, 
from walking holidays to touring the 
continents.  They have also brought together 
their extended families at chateau breaks, 
hotel and villa stays including a very 
memorable trip to Jamaica, where Tony’s son 

David lives with his family. Tony encouraged 
his grandchildren to be creative; every year Amelia would 
write a play for her siblings and cousins, so props were 
needed like electric guitars and a bottomless boat to hold 
four ‘actors’,   built by their Granddad. 
He took great care of his appearance and if it was not 
appropriate to wear a tie it would be a cravat; no one needs 

to see a wrinkled neck.  
An extract from Brian Kay at Tony’s 
funeral in February: “Those of us 
who live in Fulbrook, as friends and 
neighbours of Tony and Tricia, will 
retain an everlasting image of Tony 
– his upright bearing, so suitable for 
a squadron leader of such 
distinction, his immaculate dress 
and his impossibly shiny shoes! But 
beyond that we shall always 
remember a true gentleman, always 
ready with a good and often rather 
long and involved story, harking             

back to days of his illustrious career. 
There is also the joy of his marriage to Tricia, in the 22 
years they were able to share together. None of us will ever 
forget their wedding – right here in this church on May 
Day 1999 – and after it, the procession through the village, 
led by Rosie the dog, up Westhall Hill to Plovers! It’s hard 
to imagine any other couple being involved in so many 
things at their time of life: endless visits to theatres and 
concert halls, up to and including their obvious love for all 
four of those interminable operas in Wagner’s Ring Cycle! 
And there were those adventurous trips to many exotic 
parts of the world. Not for them a quiet life of retirement. 
Of course, he had strong views politically and could 
express them pretty forcefully! You couldn’t fall out with 
Tony – just change the subject and talk about the 
depressing state of English cricket. Those are some of the 
memories we shall recall so fondly, as we imagine Tony 
entertaining the heavenly host with his stories and 
opinions.” 
He loved being involved in the community and was very 
proud to place the British Legion wreath on the memorial 
in Fulbrook on behalf of our parishioners, one of his final 
acts. Tony was buried in the churchyard of St. James the 
Great. 

––––

Tricia takes this opportunity to thank you most courteously 

for your warm generous words in cards, letters, calls and emails.

She invites you all to stay a while for refreshment here in 

our lovely Church and FMP to be with our friends and family.

At Tony’s request donations if desired, please to 

The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund.

These may be left in the donation box or sent c/o

Peter Smith Son - Funeral Directors Ltd.,

135 Burwell Drive, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 5LP

St. James the Great Church

Fulbrook

Squadron Leader

Anthony William Picking

LVO, R.A.F. (Ret'd) and Company Pilot (Ret'd)

31st July 1931 – 16th January 2022

Thursday, 3rd February, 2022 at 14.00 hrs

- 22 - 

EDWARD MORTIMER 
Edward Mortimer, died aged 77 on 18 June 2021. Burford, 
was ‘home’ all his life, despite spending much of it either 
actually abroad or at least with his perceptive gaze focused 
frequently on foreign affairs.  
    Edward was born in Burford, the son of Mary (nee Walker) 
and Robert Mortimer, then professor of  Moral 
Theology at Oxford who went on to be bishop 
of Exeter for a quarter of a century. Edward's 
childhood was, hardly surprisingly, one that 
provided a firm foundation of intellectual faith 
that was to be an influence on him throughout 
his life.   
    Educated at Summerfields, Eton (where he 
was a scholar) and then at Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he read history and was 
awarded a congratulatory first class degree, in 
1966 he was elected as a Prize Fellow to All 
Souls College. His friend and contemporary, 
Chris Patten (Lord Patten of Barnes), described 
Edward as “the brightest of us, and not just an intellectual, but 
a good person”. As well as being great company, he was 
adventurous, witty and funny, full of intellectual curiosity, 
loved acting and dancing, and lived life to the full.  
    In 1968 he married Wiz (Elizabeth, née Zanetti). They were 
married by his father in Exeter Catherdral, for which the 
bride, a Roman Catholic, had to get a special dispensation 
from the Pope. Friends and family will treasure 
memories of their generous hospitality; 
together they were always unfailingly 
welcoming - and they enjoyed the company of 
friends old and young, from places near and 
far. 
    Edward’s interest in international cultures 
and politics was sparked in his gap year, when 
he did Voluntary Service Overseas as an 
English conversation teacher at a school in 
Senegal, which he loved, and where he also 
perfected his command of French. His 
remarkable series of distinguished careers 
began as journalist on The Times. As a young Fellow of All 
Souls he started researching for a Ph.D. in Paris, but gladly 
gave it up when The Times offered him the job of junior 
reporter in their Paris office. He always claimed that a degree 
in history, including frequent essay crises, was the ideal 
training for journalism, especially in meeting last-minute 
deadlines. He covered the student riots in Paris in 1968, 
among other political events, and on returning to England 
became a leader writer for The Times, and their Middle East 
specialist, where he travelled extensively. He also found time 
to write prescient books on France, Islam and fractures within 
Europe. In 1986 he joined the Financial Times, writing regular 
weekly columns as foreign affairs editor.  
    Edward’s experience and journalistic reputation led to his 
being headhunted by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to 
join his inner cabinet of senior advisers, as head of his speech-
writing team, and later as Director of Communications in the 
Secretary General’s Office. His specific responsibilities for 
strategic communications exploited his extraordinary talent 
for understanding the complexities of international affairs and 
his skill in conveying the intentions of the Secretary General. 
His words were clear and straightforward, often elucidating 
complicated and contentious topics. They were also 
compelling, in a style that reflected and expressed the soft-
spoken Annan’s uniquely quiet but engaging diplomatic style. 
It was a meeting of minds that proved effective despite the 
challenging environment of global politics at the turn of the 

millennium. The Under Secretary General for the Department 
of Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, recalls that Edward 
“contributed a lot to the unique style of Kofi Annan's 
leadership; he had a capacity for indignation which is rare at 
the UN, but his deep sense of ethics was never overbearing 
nor patronising. He was a modest man with a passion for 
ideas and the speeches of Kofi Annan reflected that”.  

It was an exhilarating time to work at the UN. Under 
Annan, arguably the most dynamic and effective 
Secretary General since Dag Hammarskjold in the 
1960s, Edward was involved in a dauntingly wide 
range of issues, initiatives and challenges, from 
drafting the Millennium Development Goals, to the 
creation of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria.  Annan's successful efforts  
persuaded pharmaceutical firms to make retroviral 
drugs available at affordable prices for developing 
nations.  
It was a time when post-Cold War peacekeeping 
expectations and ambitions were high and when the 

Brahimi Report forced UN Member States, especially 
the permanent five members of the Security Council, to 
recognise that the resolutions and mandates that they passed 
needed to be matched with the necessary resources, especially 
capable and credible troops. This approach led to both 
successes and failures, sometimes, as with Sierra Leone, when 
an almost failing mission was turned around into a remarkable 
success for SG Annan which was recognised with the Nobel 

Peace Prize being awarded to the UN. 
Subsequently, especially post 9/11, and amid issues 
relating to the contentious Iraq invasion, the relative 
high-water mark of the UN was sadly eclipsed. UN 
successes were overshadowed by political 
minefields as relations between Security Council 
member states became more fractious and consensus 
became harder. Nonetheless, during the eight and a 
half years when Edward served at the UN, he 
transformed the way in which the UN 
communicated with the public. As a successor of his 
in the role of Director of Communications said 
“Edward’s formidable intellect, wit, mastery of 

language and close personal friendship with Annan helped 
him turn the Secretary General’s quiet moral authority into a 
global voice for the oppressed”.   
    Edward, although never one to shy away from the UN’s 
failings, did much to encourage wider recognition of the 
modest successes and continued relevance of that often 
maligned but indispensable institution. This was reflected in 
the words Edward wrote for Annan’s final UN General 
Assembly speech: “Together we have pushed some big rocks 
to the top of the mountain, even if others have slipped from 
our grasp and rolled back. But this mountain, with its bracing 
winds and global views, is the best place on earth to be”.  
    Following his time at the UN, Edward continued to work 
for human rights in his role as a council member of Minority 
Rights Group, as senior vice-president and chief programme 
officer of the Salzburg Global Seminar, his chairmanship of 
the Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace and Justice and as a 
consultant to The Elders. He remained committed to 
strengthening the UN and in addition to being a Distinguished 
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, his years of supposed 
‘retirement’ were a hive of industrious and worthwhile 
activity. His lifetime of achievements was recognised by 
being appointed CMG in 2010.  
    Edward is survived by Wiz, their four children, Horatio, 
Matthew, Frances and Phoebe, and seven grandchildren.  
Col. David Hannah 
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WARWICK HALL UPDATE 
Over the last month, the Warwick Hall has been busy, and 
we want to thank the many people from amongst the local 
community who hire rooms, attending meetings, clubs, or 

classes.  We’re delighted that so many of 
you are part of Warwick Hall life.  We 
know that some of you had to re-arrange 
meetings because our heating system 
failed over the New Year and want to 
update you on what happened.  The hall’s 
heating is derived from two ground source 
heat pumps which run off six boreholes.  
One heat pump has failed completely, and 
the other is functioning at a fraction of its 
capacity.  We have installed temporary 

heaters in the hall to ensure the whole 
building remains warm whilst we explore a more 
permanent solution.  Thank you for your support and 
patience. 
James Morrey - Operations Manager, Burford Benefice of 
Churches  jamesmorrey@burfordchurch.org  
www.burfordchurch.org 

********************************************** 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Budgets and the council must, by law, agree a budget by 
the end of February. That budget relies tremendously upon 
the Local Government Financial Settlement from central 
government. Usually that settlement arrives in November 
or early December the previous year so that a Medium 
Term Financial Strategy can be formulated and discussed 
by all parties in the council.  

     WODC did its work in November and waited. WODC 
had a £830k deficit in its budget so was dependent upon 
money from central government. The settlement arrived in 
late January and was a continuation of the New Homes 
Bonus for one more year. That gave WODC £2.5m so the 
£830k deficit immediately became a £1.6m surplus into the 
general fund for reserves to be held against uncertainty 
next year. 
     However, the late settlement 
meant that Finance & 
Management Scrutiny Meeting 
discussed the budget on 9 
February, cabinet discussed it on 
16 February and council agreed it 
on 23 February. That includes the 
Council Tax to be levied. 
The Council Tax bills can then be 
issued from March onwards.  
Derek Cotterill - 3 February 2022 

The  

‘DISCOVERING 
BURFORD’ 

TEAM  

NEEDS YOU 
The Burford Tolsey simply couldn’t func�on without the            

assistance of scores of volunteers in numerous roles, who enable 
us to open to the public and conserve the collec�on for the      

benefit of this and future genera�ons to enjoy.  

If this voluntary work might be the opportunity you are looking 
for to contribute to the community, whether welcoming visitors 

to our museum or archive, compiling records, digi�sing the collec-
�on or leading Tours etc; all whilst making new friends then 

Welcome to our Volunteers Recep�on  

Tuesday 22nd March 6—8pm 

BURFORD BOWLS CLUB, TANNERS LANE 

No �ckets—simply turn up.  All exis�ng volunteers are invited, to 
hear about our exci�ng new plans for the future.   If you are     
unable to make it, or for further informa�on, please contact                

Clendon Daukes  cddaukes@gmail.com  

THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 

Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors        Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 

the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.  Please  contact: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at the 
Post Office in Burford for us to collect. 

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

APOLOGIES! 
Please accept our apologies if your article has not been 
included this month or if it has been severely edited.   
We are often very over-subscribed and we try to give 
priority to features which are time-sensitive, of known 
particular interest to local people, are not too long and 
also provide a mix of light-hearted articles.   
Editors
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 

Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email              town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823886 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church              gill.crippen@googlemail.com 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young 07909 913994 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                                                  bookings@burfordchurch.org.uk 

Library                                       01993 823377 
Tuesday 13.00- 18.00 
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00 
Friday 10.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 17.30 
Saturday 09.00 - 13.00 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 
Post Office    01993 822209 
stephencolter@aol.com  
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum    
April to October Tuesday -  
Sunday 2pm - 5pm 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, No front counter 
www.thamesvalleypolice.uk 

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION
Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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Mon 28 Feb Friends of Burford Library Quiz Night Royal Oak

Mon 28 Feb Rotary Talk My Journey in Ancestry with 
Ben Nicholls

Golf Club 7.00pm

Sat 5 March Burford Crafters Easter Sale Warwick Hall 10-3pm

Wed 9 March TASC lecture - The Bayeux Tapestry Warwick Hall 11.00am

Sat 12 March Concert - Soul Music by Da Capo Northleach Church 7.30pm

Mon 14 Mar BEAGles Meeting Highway Inn 7.30pm

Tue 15 Mar BDS Talk Sir John Allison - From Aircraft 
Spotter to Gentleman Usher to the Sword 
of State

Warwick Hall 7.00pm

Thu 24 March Burford & District Horticultural Society 
Talk “Defensive Gardening in Climate 
Change” 

Bowls Club

Sat 26 March Burford Orchestra Concert St Mary’s Church Witney 7.30pm

Mon 28 Mar Rotary Talk - Brian Barber on Aid 
Working in a Civil War in Liberia

Golf Club 7.00pm

Tue 29 March - 
Sat 2 April

Les Miserables - see article Burford School

Sat 2 April Burford & District Horticultural Society 
Spring Show

Bowls Club

Wed 6 April Lenthall Concert - Orchestra Pro Anima Burford School 7.30pm

Sat 9 April Burford Singers - St John Passion Cirencester Parish Church 7.00pm

Sat 9 April BDHA Spring Show Bowls Club

Tue 12 April Burford & District Society Visit to 
Whittington Court

See Article

Tue 12 April FABW1 Talk “The Oxford of Morse” by 
Alastair Lack

Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 13 April TASC Matisse - Master of Colour Warwick Hall 11.00am

Sat 23 April “Mozart in Motion” by Patrick Mackie Northleach Church 7.00pm

Wed 11 May TASC lecture - Carl Linnaeus Warwick Hall 11.00am

Sun 15 May Bridewell Gardens Open Day Wilcote OX7 3DT 11-4pm

Tue 22 March Burford Tolsey & Archive Volunteers 
Reception

Bowls Club 6-8pm

Sat 28 May “Bond Behind the Iron Curtain”by James 
Fleming

Northleach Church 7.00pm

Sat 4 June Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party

10-19 June 22 Burford Festival Various

12 June-10 July Onform Sculpture Exhibition Asthall Manor 11-6pm

23-26 Sept 22 Burford Literary Festival Various

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  FROM MARCH 2022

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, Venue, 
Time.     Thank you.
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, BURFORD 

6 March 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
13 March    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Matins (BCP) with Choir    9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
20 March 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
27 March    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Prayer (CW)      9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
13 March   
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
20 March 
Matins (BCP)      9.30am 
27 March    
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
20 March 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
6 March 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
13 March    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
20 March 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
27 March   
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
6 March 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
13 March    
Morning Service   11.00am 
20 March 
Morning Service   11.00am 
27 March   
Morning Service   11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
No service this month 

9.30am and 11.00am services in Burford are also 
live-streamed.  These can be found on our website 

or YouTube Channel. 
www.burfordchurch.org’   

Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 

Saturday - Confessions: 5.45 pm followed by Vigil 
Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 

For Ash Wednesday and weekday services please see 
catholicchurchburford.org.uk or the church noticeboard 
for details. 
Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING  
Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 
11.00 a.m.  
Myra Ford 01451 810484, or Graham Hadley 01993 
823886 

******************************************** 

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Burford Baptist, as a building, has not re-opened post 
lockdown at present as we are awaiting work to be 
done on the building which will hopefully mean that 
we can resume some of our activities and allow the 
building to be let from January 2022. 

The soup and pudding and cafe services are currently 
suspended. 

We are aware that many of the vulnerable people in our 
community are anxious at this time and we need to 
ensure that all of us are being kept safe and that we all 
continue to keep safe during these times. 

We look forward to welcoming the community back in 
once we have made the building safer and done 
essential works. 
Gill Crippen 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Readers may be interested to 
know that a service of choral 
matins with the choir takes place 
in Burford Parish Church on the 
second Sunday or each month.  
All are welcome.
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REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, 
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 
gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, 
all abilities

Kevin 704655 
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all 
abilities

Vijay 891043 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Wednesdays Burford Library 2-4pm Christine Brown 822589/June 
Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm K. Gray 823805  
burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-6; Wed 
closed; Thurs 10-1; Friday 10-1 
and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church    
10.30 - 12 midday

Diana Peters 01993 822785

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI (FaBWI) Second Tuesday of every month Warwick Hall Jane Arnell gjaarnell@icloud.com 
01993 822755 or thefabwi.org

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday (wef Sept 2021) Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, Fri 
8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, 
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 
07793 012215

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.ukThe Wychwood Lodge of 

Freemasons
3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 

wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, 
singing, talks

John Harrington 822451 or Sue 
Sheppard 824729

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and 
Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers and  
Burford Barber Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers Ltd Auctioneers and Valuers 01242 235712

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Radnor Martin Estate agents covering Burford and the surrounding villages 0203 8580035
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BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 

• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

• Loose covers 
• Curtains 
• Re-Upholstery 
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service, 
please call

Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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*O� er valid for openings up to 2.6m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our experienced installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

Now only 

£895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Gotta get a Garolla.

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01993 800 023
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
plant nursery experience.

 
Nicholsons Plants

Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous 
Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting 

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Innovative menus | Locally sourced food 

All dietary requirements welcome 
Tuesday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time,  
please book via our website.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

 

        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118
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IN-PERSON CLASSES 
at Warwick Hall, 
Burford : Overbury : 
Pershore : Toddington
• Beginners 
• Workshops 
• Intermediates

ONLINE COURSES 
pre-recorded videos, 
work at your own pace! 

ONLINE CLASSES 
monthly videos, plus 
live zoom.

DAtES, INfO, bOOkINgS z 
or contact Jessie: 
enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk 
07958 596060 
www.discoveryartclass.co.uk

 

Chimney Sweep 

Contact Phoebe – 07960627457 

phoebe@phoebethesweep.co.uk 

Clean, friendly & reliable 

Open fires / Wood burners / Flue sweeping 

Nest removal – Bird guards / Cowls fitted 

Fully insured 

ICS member 1196 – Certificates provided  
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

Make time for your skincare routine this spring 
and you will feel the benefits every day!

Whether your skin is dry, combination, oily or normal, 
our hypo-allergenic and sensitive skin ranges will cleanse 
and protect your skin against the elements as well as tackle 
specifi c problems or conditions in many instances.

CeraVe is recommended by doctors and dermatologists as 
a gentle, caring range for sensitive skins prone to exzema 
and other similar conditions.  With easy dispensing pump 
action bottle cleansers it is quick and effi cient to use with the 
minimum of fuss.

Our extensive range of La Roche-Posay caters for hyper 
sensitive skin and offers a wide range of intensive skin care 
products which are also suitable for those with problem skin 
conditions.  Our retail staff will be happy to discuss your 
requirements and show you the range in store.

Caudalie offer a comprehensive collection suitable for all 
standard skin types and we also stock an extensive body 
care selection in this range.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

March 2021

Reavley Chemist, 124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR 

01993 823144   |   info@reavley.co.uk   |   www.reavley.co.uk
Open 6 days a week   |   Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm   |   Saturday 9am – 5pm 

Springtime 
is Skintime!

In celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee 
this year, Heyland & Whittle have created a stunning 
collection of Hope & Glory home fragrance, soap 
and candles with commemorative packaging which 
we are delighted to offer in store.  Choose from this 
stunning new range, priced from £7.50.

Heyland & Whittle 
“Hope & Glory” 
Collection

Monthly_Editorial_March.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_March.indd   1 07/02/2022   16:2807/02/2022   16:28
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TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535 ajarborists.co.uk

alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk

•  Tree work complete to BS3998

•  Hedge trimming and reducing

•  Large tree  dismantling

•  Tree & hedge planting

•  Fruit tree care & advice

•  Stump removal

•  Site clearance

•  Tree health and safety reports

•  BS5837 Reports

•  Tree insurance reports

•  Tree management plans

•  Specialised in conservation 

   areas & TPO consent

•  Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

For a free consultation & competitive 
quote, call 01285 750874

=

pw s[

B

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk   |  01993 833155
Trusted by architects, respected by builders, loved by homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Mallams
1788

A Chinese late Ming pebble  
sold recently in Cheltenham for £11,500 (exc premium)

Every Tuesday 9am – 1pm
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

Asian & Islamic Art,  
Modern Art & Design,  

Jewellery & Silver,  
British & European Paintings,  

Furniture and Works of Art

IN CHELTENHAM

Grosvenor Galleries  
26 Grosvenor Street  

Cheltenham GL52 2SG
Enquiries: 01242 235712 or  

cheltenham@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk

Offering delicious freshly cooked steaks, ribs and
burgers. Savour the char grilled fish specials, take

away available 
Live music every Friday!

All sports shown from BT and sky sports 
Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday. £4.25 on

selected pints and half price bottle of wines 
 

www.themermaidburford.co.uk | 01993 822193
 

YOUR LOCAL BAR AND

GRILL, THE MERMAID

 THE GOLDEN PHEASANT 

Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday.
£4.25 on selected pints and half price

bottles of wines. Friday fizz night! Prosecco,
£16 a bottle. 

www.thegoldenpheasantinn.co.uk |
01993 823223 

SULLA COLLINA AT THE

BURFORD HOUSE

Fantastic Italian food freshly cooked, savour the
extensive wine collection. Dine outside under the

grape vines or within our cosy restaurant.
Half price wine by the glass every Friday 4pm-9pm. 

Half price bottles of wine Saturday 4pm-7pm.
Have you seen our Valentines Day menu?

 Give us a call to book.
 

www.burford-house.co.uk | 01993 823151



Thinking of selling your home?
Receive £250 John Lewis voucher to spend in your new

home when you instruct Radnor Martin to sell your property*
Exclusive offer for a limited time only

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

 *Offer valid for all new instructions registered with Radnor Martin between 02/01/2022 – 31/03/2022. £250 worth of John Lewis
vouchers payable to the seller of the instructed property upon receipt of signed terms of business. No cash or fee reduction
alternative. Radnor Martin reserve the right to amend or withdraw the offer at any time. One voucher per instruction/household. If
you have instructed another agent you must consider their contract as you may be liable for two fees.

SELL | BUY | SEARCH

the experience and the contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

A selection of
houses that we

have sold locally
last year




