
 
Union flags have been wrapped up and put away and the Coronation has been and gone, celebrated in some places 
with a bang (take a bow, Asthall Leigh, photographed above by Martin Hawkins) and in others with a moderate pop.  
For dedicated royalists there is still Trooping the Colour coming up.  Otherwise we are now entering peak time for 
getting outdoors.  We know many of our readers are keen gardeners and will be doing their best to make sure their 
dahlias dazzle, their verbenas are vivacious and their agapanthus awesome.  If you are in need of inspiration, there are 
large numbers of gardens open to visitors this month.  These include Asthall Manor on 3 June and Whitehill Farm on 
the 4th together with various gardens in Shilton on the 11th and Taynton gardens on the 17th. 
Burford gardens are regularly open during festivals but this year a number of these are taking part in the prestigious 
National Gardens Scheme under which some 3,500 private gardens are opened every year and which last year raised 
over £3 million for nursing and health charities.  Full details are available within about the five gardens taking part on 
Sunday 11 June.  We would particularly recommend that anyone visiting these should not miss out on 33 Frethern 
Close.  It’s a  bit distant from the other four but we are sure you will be impressed. 
Do you ever take advantage of the walks organised by the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens which we feature every 
month?  Many of these take place 20 or more miles away from our patch and may be of limited interest when there 
are lots of walks available nearer home.  If you find the information useful, could you please let us know via 
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk.  Space in this magazine is always in demand and we aim to include items likely to be 
of most interest to our readers. 
Editors
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01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	
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OCC to Retain Bus Services in City of Oxford and 
Withdraw Local Bus Services 
Following Oxford Bus Company’s announcement of the 
withdrawal of bus services to parts of the city, recognising 
that this will adversely affect many local residents, OCC has 
launched a tender process for replacement services. Earlier in 
the year the council set aside up to £2.5 million over the next 
two years to protect previous commercial services at risk of 
withdrawal as a result of lower passenger numbers and 
spiralling bus industry costs. The news that rural services 
have been cancelled or seriously reduced has been received 
with anger by our local communities (such as in Brize 
Norton) and those communities question why they cannot get 
the same level of service as the city. 
OCC Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson, Burford & Windrush 
Valley nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

************************************************** 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 

PIMMS, POEMS & PROSE 

Sunday 25 June 3.30pm 
Greyhounds, Sheep Street, Burford 

(by kind permission of Michael Taubenheim) 

This is a great opportunity to enjoy a Pimms with strawberries 
and cream on a shortbread biscuit and be entertained (if you 

wish) by a selection of verse and prose. Find the hidden actors 
from the Wychwood Players and enjoy the beautiful gardens 

of the Countryman. 
Tickets £10 (includes a Pimms, shortbread, strawberries 

and cream) from the Library or The Stone Gallery 
Rachel Read 

DEAN & CHADLINGTON SUMMER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Opera for All at Bruern Farm on Friday 30 June, 6.00pm 
  A relaxed supper concert at Bruern Farm featuring some of 
the best loved opera classics. Supper is included from the 
fabulous Bruern Cafe kitchen. This informal evening is for 
everyone to come and enjoy classical music without a hint of 
stuffiness!  
Desert Island Discs with Charlie Ross of the BBC’s Bargain 
Hunt, at St. Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton on Saturday        
1 July, 11.00am. Our own Craig Ogden will be in the 
interviewer’s chair. 
  Gala Concert at St. Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton on 
Saturday 1 July, 7.00pm 
  The Festival's showpiece Gala Concert this year will be a 
Baroque Spectacular, featuring our festival orchestra led by 
the festival favourite, David Juritz. This includes music by 
Bach and Marcello.  
Singing Competition at Kingham Lodge on Sunday 2 July, 
10.00am 
  Come and revel in the magnificent surroundings of the 
Pavilion at Kingham Lodge and drink in the array of new 
talent vying for the coveted prize. 
Piano Tea Concert at Kingham Lodge on Sunday 2 July, 
3.00pm  
Our Afternoon Tea concert at the stunning Moorish Pavilion, 
Kingham Lodge features the acclaimed Irish pianist Michael 
McHale. The recital is followed by tea and cakes in the 
exquisite surroundings of the gardens and sculptures at 
Kingham Lodge, an event in itself. 
  Candlelit Twilight Concert at Spelsbury Church on 
Sunday 2 July, 9.00pm  
We are delighted to be welcoming one of the festival's 
founders, internationally renowned classical guitarist Craig 
Ogden, to close this year’s festival. The twilight concert is a 
treat for all the senses, in the tranquil surroundings of 
beautiful Spelsbury Church by candlelight. Craig's 
programme includes music by Dowland, Bach, Poulenc and 
Rodrigo - carefully chosen to suit the calm of a mid summer 
evening. 
Andrew Otterburn 

*************************************************** 
CORONATION POSTSCRIPT 

In our May edition the article by Allan Ledger about singing 
at the 1953 coronation included a photograph of the choir of 
St George’s Chapel.  We were telephoned by a reader who 
said she was astonished to see it as also in the photograph 
were her father who was also a chorister and later a 
distinguished choir director plus her godfather who was 
assistant director of the choir.  Not only that but the father of a 
friend and neighbour, another chorister, was there.  She is now 
in touch with Allan to compare, er, notes.  It’s amazing what 
you find if you read The Bridge! 
Editors 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on local 

news, previous features and topical photographs 
And for more photos about Burford events do look at 

Burford Life on Facebook

BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
I am devoting my article mainly to 
the Play Park team this month, but 
firstly just to say thanks to the team 
at St John the Baptist Church and 
the Town Council for the well-
attended Coronation event in the 
Warwick Hall. Brilliant cakes and a 
glass of bubbly to toast His Majesty 
the King. 
Gigaclear have been ripping up 
Burford to install fibre cables, to 

bring our historic town up the 2020s 
fast broadband speeds. An investment in the future as 
technology demands better infrastructure, and we will make 
sure the disruption is made good when they finish. 
There is still no date for the repair of the bridge. We can sing 
Happy Birthday to the temporary barriers this month! 
Finally, can I urge you to help our team raise the money we 
need to replace our aged Play Park with an exciting facility 
for toddlers, children and teens by going to our Crowdfunding 
page. Please help! 
Thanks, 
Peter Higgs 

************************************************* 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Local elections in West Oxfordshire 

West Oxfordshire has the unusual 
electoral arrangement that a third of 
its council seats are up for election 
in successive years (with one year 
when there is no District election). 
On 4 May 17 seats were subject to 
the poll. The results were that the 
Lib Dems won three additional seats 
(Carterton Northeast, Carterton 
Northwest and Bampton & 
Clanfield), the Green Party won an 
extra seat in Witney North, and 

Labour won back a seat in Carterton from an independent 
councillor who was formerly Labour. The three-party West 
Oxfordshire Alliance will therefore continue as the District 
administration.  

Planning issues 
During the last year I have been approached by a number of 
residents for advice on their planning issues. In most cases I 
can help, particularly if it is to find out why there has been a 
delay in processing an application, to understand the process 
for making a comment or objection, or to help communication 
between the applicant and planning officer. As I am on the 
Upland Planning Sub-Committee, I have to remain impartial 
and can’t advise for or against a particular application without 
excluding myself from decisions if the matter comes to 
Committee.  
Over 90% of planning decisions are delegated to officers. 
Major planning applications and those where the local parish 
has objected are referred to the planning sub-committees with 
an officer recommendation. As your district councillor, I can 
also ‘call in’ an application to the committee with good 
reason. However, I must do this within 21 days of the 
application being posted. This is before the closing date for 
objections, so don’t delay to alert me if you feel that an 
application is controversial enough to justify a committee 
view. 

Car parking surveys 
Last month I mentioned that the surveys by traffic wardens 
would continue in June and August. These surveys will be 
supplemented by short interview surveys of Guildenford car 
park users on two weekdays and two Saturdays in June and 
August. The aim of the interviews is to find out the driver’s 
journey purpose, how far they have driven, how long they 
plan to stay and how often they use the car park. A similar 
survey will be carried out in Woodstock and Chipping Norton, 
where the car parks are also under pressure. 

On-street car parking enforcement 
This is now being handled by OCC. It would be helpful for 
me to know how frequently their traffic wardens visit Burford 
and whether they are missing any infringement hot spots. Do 
drop me an email if you see one about, and also if you feel 
there is an on-street parking issue that is not being addressed.  
Hugo Ashton - 10 May 2023 
District Councillor for Burford, Fulbrook and Taynton 
hugo.ashton@westoxon.gov.uk or 0771 2490517 

************************************************** 

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
I felt that it is appropriate to 
review this past year and OCC’s 
performance. Some readers 
believe that I am over-critical of 
the current administration, and on 
some issues I am, as we are in 
opposition, and I will point out 
what I believe are the mistakes 
that the current administration 
continues to make. The biggest 
error was the cancellation of the 
HGV ban in Burford and the continual focus on Oxford 
City with its controversial policies on bus gates, LTNs and 
using traffic filters to divide Oxford into six “15 minute” 
zones as well as highly ambitious aims relating to climate 
change. I will not even linger on the wasted council time on 
discussing the issue of serving vegan food at council events. 
There is little focus on our rural communities which is very 
frustrating. 

Review of HGVs in Oxfordshire 
We continue to campaign for a lasting HGV ban for Burford 
and OCC has agreed to review HGV routes throughout 
Oxfordshire, but this continues at a slow pace. This is 
extremely hard to tolerate given all the work that has gone 
into the Burford HGV campaign. 

River Pollution 
Thames Water continues to dump raw sewage into our rivers 
and continues to pay its shareholders (mainly overseas 
shareholders) large dividends rather than upgrading and re-
investing in the business and water infrastructure. 
In the first half of the financial year Thames Water declared a 
profit of almost half a billion pounds - money that could and 
should be spent on not polluting our rivers and not paying 
large dividends and bonuses. These funds need to be re-
invested in improving the water quality of our rivers and 
upgrading their infrastructure. 
If the water companies continue to fail to make these capital 
investments, then serious consideration should be given to 
bringing the water industry back under public control. 



    

The FaB WI would like the thank everyone who supported 
their annual fundraising Big Cake Sale on 29 April under the 
Tolsey in Burford.  It was a fantastic success.  At 9.30 a.m. 
four long tables heaved with cakes of all descriptions, large, 
small, fancy and plain.  All home-made by our members.  By 
midday not one remained.  We all had so much fun meeting 
friends old and new and hopefully we may have inspired new 
friends to come along to one of our meetings and become one 
of the Fabulous Burford WI group. 

It has all been about cake just recently, a theme that ran 
throughout April starting with an intensive course on the art of 
cake decorating at our meeting on the 11 April. Sally Davis, 
‘The Cake Tutor’, is a lecturer in the art of sugar craft at 
Birmingham University.  Sally gave us a rapid course in 
working with sugar paste: piping, colouring, cutting, 
stencilling and flower making.  We all ended the evening with 
a box of six beautifully decorated cupcakes to be proud of. 
Sally runs a range of bakery, confectionery and cake 
decorating workshops for all abilities across Oxfordshire, 
Warwickshire and Gloucestershire.  She also undertakes 
commissions for celebration cakes.  Visit her on her website 
www.thecaketutor.co.uk. 
The theme will continue again in July when Shaun Todd will 
be talking at our meeting on ‘Afternoon Tea – the History, 
Etiquette and Hosting’ of this very British tradition.  However, 
before this we have a more energetic June meeting.  We leave 
the confines of our home in the Baptist Church to take a walk 

around the grounds of the Blue Cross near Carterton led by 
local environmentalist Lucy Staveley to look at the many trees 
found on the site.  The Burford Tree Initiative has since 
November planted over 3000 wildlife friendly hedging plants 
and trees on the site.  This was the group’s third year of 
planting on the site and we very much are looking forward to 
seeing the fruits of their labours.  This is just one of a number 
of exciting projects supporting nature and the environment in 
the area.  Contact Lucy at lucy.stavelyey@gmail.com for 
details.  You are most welcome to join us on our walk. 
The FaB WI meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
in the Baptist Church in Witney Street at 7.30 pm  and 
warmly welcomes visitors and new members to all of our 
meetings. For further information please visit our website 
thefabwi.org.uk or FB page search ‘The Fulbrook and Burford 
WI (FAB WI)’ or contact our president, Jennie Craven, on 
thefabwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk or 07710 103015.   
Angela Weller 
************************************************** 

GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

Details of the walks available are described on the website 
(below). Please check walk details carefully on the website, 
including whether booking is necessary. Additional walks may be 
published on the website. 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
guided-walks/ 
Batsford to Blockley and Moreton and back - Tuesday 6 June 
– Moderate 3.5hr 7.5ml 
Batsford Arboretum is a glorious place to visit, and lunch can be 
had after the walk in the grounds or in the café. Batsford Park 
belonged to the Mitford family and their colourful daughters – 
we’ll enlighten you about the girls!  
Then on to Blockley where Father Brown is filmed, and then 
walk on to Moreton in Marsh, home of the Fire Service College. 
Market day will be in full swing, and walkers can leave us there 
if they want, as it is very straightforward to return to Batsford 
Arboretum, or have a quick look round and complete the walk 
back to the start. Bring drink/snack. 
Start: 9.30 Batsford Ardoretum GL56 9AT. OS Map ref: SP 182 
333. 
Environmentally Friendly Farming - Tuesday          20 June – 
Moderate 3.5hr 6ml 
A walk around Guiting Manor Amenity Trust farm on private 
field paths and tracks, looking at farming with the environment in 
mind. See how man and nature benefit. An undulating walk with 
one short steep climb, with good views of the Cotswold 
landscape. Please bring drink and snack. Refreshment 
opportunities available in the village after the walk. 
Start: 10.00 Guiting Manor Farm, Guiting Power, park on right 
inside the entrance.  
OS Map ref: SP 089 250. 
Figure of 8, 2 Churches and 1 Hill - Saturday  
24 June – Moderate 3hrs 6ml 
A lovely figure of eight walk, starting from Dumbleton Club to 
the church before heading up over the hill to Alderton Hill then to 
Alderton Church. Back up the hill through woods along the 
Winchcombe Way to Dumbleton. 
Parking at Dumbleton Village Club. Toilets available before and 
after walk. Bring drink/snack. 
Start: 10:00 Dumbleton Village Club, Goldenhay, Main Street, 
Dumbleton, WR11 7TH.  
OS Map ref: SP 017 362. 
Chipping Campden Town Walk – Every Tuesday and 
Thursday starting from Tuesday 30 May to the end of 
September – Easy 1.5hr 
We will walk along the High Street and provide a historical tour 
of the town. From the granting of Campden’s Charter in the 
1180s, the growth of the town and its magnificent buildings, to 

the arrival of the Arts and Crafts movement. Refreshments 
available in the town after the walk. 
Start:  14:00 on Tuesdays and 10:00 on Thursdays. Meet at the 
Market Hall in the centre of town.  
OS Map ref: SP 151 392. 
Sheila Wasley 

************************************************** 
 CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 

Burford Crafters started 13 years ago. 
We are a group of a few ladies who meet monthly who like 
knitting and making craft items for sale in Burford. The 
money we raise goes to local charities.  
We would like more to join our group on the first Wednesday 
of the month at 2.30pm. We will be meeting in the Warwick 
Hall café and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee together. Our next 
meeting will be 5 July.  
Over the last 13 years we have raised £12,103 for local 
charities. 
For more details please contact:  
Judith Butcher email judith.butcher@ts21.org  
or  
Jane Price email mjaneprice@btinternet.com 
Judith Butcher 

************************************************* 

NCAA 
The North Cotswolds Arts Association meets in the Warwick 
Hall on the second Wednesday of the month, from 2-4pm.  
Meetings normally include a speaker or a practical session, 
and we will hold a members exhibition in the Warwick Hall 
for the week starting on 27 August. 
Our meeting on 14 June will be outdoors, painting in or 
around the churchyard. 
If you would like to know more, please come to see us in June 
or contact Jenny Smith on 01993 779466  

************************************************** 

CRAFT IN ACTION, CRAFT FAIR 
Warwick Hall, Burford, 0X18 4RY 

Saturday 10 June 10 - 4.30pm 

Craft in action is a non-profit organisation which was first 
established in 1973. This event is a great opportunity to 
browse an array of quality-made, uniquely crafted items.  
All of the individuals involved are local and will be selling 
their products themselves. You will experience a warm 
welcome and all of the makers will be very happy to answer 

any burning questions you may have about their craft. You 
may even get a sneak preview of how items are made. 

The venue is easily accessed for wheelchair users and 
admission is free. We are also a very dog-friendly bunch! 
Email: craftinaction@yahoo.co.uk  Facebook: Craft In Action 
Website: craftinaction.co.uk 
Louise Goves 
 

This decoration was placed on the post box in Burford High 
Street in the week of the Coronation.  The label did not give 
the name of the donor but thank you anyway for giving us all 
something to enjoy.   
Editors 

THERE IS SO MUCH TO ENJOY AT 
YOUR LIBRARY 

Every week Burford Library is the venue for a fabulous 
range of activities: 

• Knit (or Sew) & Natter : First Tuesday of every month 2
—3 pm 

• Book Group : Last Tuesday of every month 2—3 pm 

• Reminiscence Morning: Third Friday of every month—
10.30 to 11.30 am 

• Puzzle Club : Every 1st, 2nd and 4th Friday—10.30 to 12 
noon 

• Scrabble Evenings : First Tuesday every month—7 to 9 
pm 

• Family History : If anyone would like help starting a 
family tree, or breaking down brick walls, please contact 
Jan Cohen: cohen4sp@btinternet.com 

Models will be displayed in the library until the next        
meeting when they will be dismantled and a new challenge 
chosen.  

All Welcome to any of the above at your Library 

Please register an interest with Carol-Amy at the Library or 
phone 01993 823377 

Refreshments are provided—donations to the Friends of Burford 
Library 

BURFORD LIBRARY   86 High Street, Burford– 01993 
823377      (behind Sue Ryder)  

Library Opening Hours  - see Useful Contacts page 
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TAYNTON GARDENS OPEN 

Saturday 17
 
JUNE - 2pm to 5pm  

Many of Taynton’s most lovely gardens will be open 
for you to enjoy

A ticket for admission to all the gardens is £5, children 
admitted free .

Home-made teas will be available in the garden at 
Taynton Mill. All proceeds are for the care and upkeep of 

Taynton church. 
OX18 4UH 

We look forward to welcoming you to Taynton 
Deric Keepin

************************************************** 

ASTHALL MANOR SUMMER GARDEN 
OPEN DAY 

In aid of the Oxford Samaritans 
Saturday 3 June - 11 am - 4 pm 

We are pleased to announce that Asthall will be 
opening its gardens for one special day this summer, 

in the aid of the The Oxford Samaritans. 
  

Oxford Samaritans first opened in 1963. Now with around 
170 volunteers in an average month, they spend 800 hours on 
the phone, answering 2,500 phone calls.  They are open 24 
hours a day to provide confidential emotional support to 
anyone who may be experiencing feelings of distress or 
despair; including those that may lead to suicide.  Samaritans 
volunteers come from all backgrounds and all walks of life 
and offer their time to support those facing a tough time. 
All proceeds from the day will go directly to Oxford 
Samaritans 

For full details and to book, please contact 
www.asthallmanor.com/event/asthall-manor-summer-open

************************************************** 

COLLIER’S CHARITY 
The Thomas Collier’s Charity presented loaves to Burford 
primary school children again this year. 
Michael Taubenheim, our deputy mayor, and Cllr Sarah 
Palmer presented loaves to the children at Burford Primary 
School, as has happened for so many years. Both Sarah and 
Michael received loaves at the school when they attended just 
a few years ago! 
This year, the charity presented large loaves to all the 
children, some of whom can be seen  here obviously happy to 
have received them. 

Thomas Collier was the son of the innkeeper of The George 
Inn. Thomas  left to make his fortune in London. He opened a 
brew house in Shoe Lane in London. When he died in 1664 he 
willed an annual sum of 52s (approximately £400 by today's 
standard) to provide 12 penny loaves every Lord's Day 
(Sunday) for 12 poor children. These to be given after 
Morning Service. In 1889 the income from Collier's Charity, 
administered by the churchwardens, was £2 10s 8d. 
Unfortunately, the brew house was burnt down in the Great 
Fire of London and that could have been the end of it. 
However, a commission sitting at the Guildhall in 1674 found 
that the new brew house that had been erected on the same 
site was chargeable with the annuity. The arrears were 
recovered and today, administered by the Town Council, an 
annual gift of specially baked loaves are given to the children 
of the Primary School. 
Peter Higgs 

************************************************** 

THREE FRIENDLY GOLDFISH 
Looking for happy home.  Free but you will need to 
collect from Burford with a big net and trug.    
gandee1@sky.com 

 
The National Garden Scheme began as the good idea of Miss 
Elsie Wagg, a council member for the Queen’s Nursing 
Institute.  She suggested using the nation’s obsession with 
gardening to raise money for district nurses.  It was 1926.  
The following year, 609 private gardens opened for ‘a shilling 
a head’ and raised £8,191, over half a million pounds in 
today’s terms.  Today, over 3,500 gardens open and over £3 
million is distributed, not for the cost of district nurses, 
funded by the NHS since 1948, but for charities involved in 
providing extra support in illness and end of life care.  The 
main beneficiaries, funded year after year, are Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice UK, Parkinsons UK 
and, nearly 100 years after Miss Wagg had the idea, the 
Queen’s Nursing Institute. 
The organisation has a core staff in Guildford, but the 
majority of the work is done by volunteers.  Each county has a 
county organiser, and a team of assistant county organisers 
(ACOs) supporting a number of gardens in a given area.  The 
county team is responsible for identifying the gardens to be 
opened and then working with the owners to sort out signage, 
posters and other marketing materials.  They also put together 
the leaflets of all gardens open in the county, available free 
from bookshops, libraries and garden centres, including 
finding advertising to pay for them, printing and distributing 
them.  Each team will also include specialists involved in 
marketing activities, promoting the gardens locally.  I am the 
ACO for the Burford area. 
The majority of the year-round effort needed to make the 
scheme work is, of course, supplied by the garden owners.  It 
might only be one day a year but the garden needs to be as 
near perfect as possible, and there is propagating plants for 
sale, car parking, teas and clearing up.  With the only reward 
the appreciation of the visitors, which is often overwhelming.  
As well as being an ACO I am also a garden owner, so I can 
vouch first hand for the effort involved but also the pleasure 
of welcoming the public in to see the results of the hard work.   
There are plenty of gardens to visit locally during the rest of 
the summer.  These are: 

Whitehill Farm, Widford, on 4  June and  
Brize Norton gardens on 11 June.  
Dean Manor in Dean near Chipping Norton opens on 18 and 
19 June.  
On 16 July, 113 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell is open 
and Aston Pottery is open for two days on 19 and 20 August.   
On 11 June, opening for the first time for the NGS are five 
gardens in Burford:  
Cygnet Lodge,  
4 Swan Lane Close  
The Lodge 
Walnut Tree Cottage  
33 Frethern Close.   
These are five very different gardens.  Their variety of size 
and character provides a wide range of planting and design 
styles.  Tickets will be available at The Lodge in Pytts Lane 
(OX18 4SJ) on behalf of the NGS.  Combined admission 
£7.50 – children free.  

Teas will be provided at Burford Quaker Meeting House, in 
Pytts Lane, and will be organised by the WI with the proceeds 
going to Burford charities: The Tolsey Museum and Archive, 
The Playground Fund and the WI. 
For details, please pick up one of the yellow leaflets from the 
library, or visit ngs.org.uk.   
Paul Youngson and Sue Ashton 

TROOPING THE COLOUR 
GARDEN EVENT 

Saturday 17 June  
To help celebrate his First Trooping the Colour as Sovereign 
His Majesty King Charles III,we are hosting a garden 
celebration with afternoon tea and drinks.  Any and all are 
welcome to drop into the Baptist Church garden in Witney 
Street from 3.30pm until 5pm. 
If wet we'll be inside  
There is no charge but a donation bucket. 

Trooping the Colour has marked the official birthday of the 
British Sovereign for over 260 years.  This year will be His 
Majesty King Charles III’s first Trooping the Colour as 
Sovereign.   
The parade moves from Buckingham Palace and down The 
Mall to Horse Guard's Parade, alongside members of the 
Royal Family on horseback and in carriages. The display 
closes with an RAF fly-past, watched by members of the 
Royal Family from Buckingham Palace balcony 
Gill Crippen  

WINDRUSH FILM NIGHT 

Saturday 1 July - Windrush Rural Cinema:  

Mrs Harris Goes to Paris  Windrush Village Hall - 7.30pm 
This is the story of a widowed cleaning lady in 1950s London 

who falls madly in love with a couture Dior dress, and 
decides that she must have one of her own. 

windrushcinema@gmail.com 
Brendan Boyle
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Can you complete the set? 
We have 22 copies of George Packer’s Almanack, but as may 
be seen from the earliest and latest editions shown here, this is 
not a complete run. 

As the short editorial in the 1903 edition shows, at least 38 
earlier editions preceded this one, and a final publishing  date 
of publication is not known, so potentially there are plenty of 
others to be found if we are to  complete the current ‘set’;  
those known to be missing are as follows:  1906, ‘10, ‘11, ‘13, 
‘14, ‘15, ‘16, ‘18, ‘19, ‘23, ‘25, ‘27, ‘28, ‘30, ‘33, ‘35, ‘36, 
‘37, and 1939. 

As Mr Packer mentions that he is carrying on  ‘this old-
established Business’ we can assume that the publisher of the 
early editions of the Burford Almanack was Mr Innocent who 
previously ran the stationery store and printing works. He 
published the parish magazine from 1861, and the Almanack 
apparently started in 1864. 
Like the Burford parish magazine, and now The Bridge, these 
Burford Almanacks carry much useful information, with 
many advertisements for local businesses, names of all the 
officials for the town, and a directory of inhabitants; also a list 
of telephone numbers, which naturally grew as the years went 
by. This is a largely untapped source of information for study. 
The 1904 edition carries a LIVE STOCK PRODUCE TABLE, 
being a list of the gestation periods for mares, cows, ewes and 
sows, calculated for every day of the year.  
The locally printed section is supplemented by the true 
almanack in a bought-in nationally produced section, giving 
statistical information, phases of the moon and lighting-up-
time, anniversaries etc. 
Our collection of 22 editions came from Roger Warner in 
1960. Only two more editions have come to light in 60 years, 
and these are duplicates for 1942! 
Chris Walker 

CYCLING FOR THE GAMBIA 
Situated in the heart of Burford, our Boarding House is home 
to just over one hundred boarding students from around the 
world and the UK. The family atmosphere within this close-
knit community of boarders is tangible, with students outside 
of school hours taking part in a rich programme of activities 
together, one of which is fundraising for the house charity.  

This year, boarders have chosen Nyofelleh Upper Basic 
School in The Gambia, with students organising both external 
and internal events to raise funds to assist its students and 
teachers. Our students appreciate how fortunate they are to 
receive the quality of education that Burford offers and, as 
such, wish to support Nyofelleh, where there are few 
facilities, teaching takes place in outdoor classrooms where 
animals roam free and computer access is very limited. This 
severely hampers Nyofelleh students’ receipt of education, 
limiting their future prospects.  
On Sunday, 14 May, Sixth Form boarder Jake, a junior 
Commonwealth road racing hopeful, will volunteer his skills 
in support of Nyofelleh to complete a 100 km bike ride 
around the Cotswolds. 
Ahead of this epic effort, Jake comments, “I’m excited to take 
on the ride and hope to raise as much money as I can for this 
amazing charity”.  
His route will go from Lenthall House (the Boarding House) 
and then loop around Cotswold villages, including Bourton-
on-the-Water, as well as towns, including Witney and 
Faringdon.  
Meanwhile, later on, in June, the Boarding House will host its 
annual 6km fun run in support of Nyofellah. 
To read more about the Nyofellah Upper Basic School and to 
support our boarding students’ fundraising efforts on their 
behalf, please visit the Boarding House’s JustGiving page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
nyofellehupperbasicschool?utm_term=bnkYxaNGa 

If you are around and about on Sunday, 14 May, do keep an 
eye out for Jake on his bike and give him a cheer – we are 
sure he would appreciate the support. 
Lynne  Johnson - Boarding Department, Burford 
Schoolburford.oxon.sch.uk 

WE ARE ON TWITTER 
To get the latest news follow us on Twitter 

@BridgeBurford or go to our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk. 

THE NURSE AND THE SOLDIER 

Readers of a certain age will remember the Ladybird books on 
occupations:  The Fireman, The Miner and so forth.  Our 
interviewees this month could be the archetypes for The 
Nurse, The Soldier, The Leader and The Adventurer.  Mike 
and Carol Kefford have lived in Field Assarts, on the eastern 
edge of The Bridge’s patch and may not be well known across 
our area.  They have both had distinguished careers, travelling 
the world by land and sea and performing one or more of 
those roles along the way. 
Mike was commissioned from Sandhurst into the 7th Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles in 1967. His career is a tally 
of the global hotspots of our recent history.  It all began in 
Hong Kong, whilst it was under threat at the height of the 
Cultural Revolution in China through Malaya (learning jungle 
warfare) to Nepal.  Then the Gurkhas were deployed to Belize 
to face off an invasion threat from Guatemala, before 
returning to the UK for training with the Parachute Regiment 
on the particular skills for capturing airfields, which was 
immediately followed by active deployment in the Falkland 
mountains.  Mike reported that the Argentines, on realising 
that their position was being assaulted by the Gurkhas, “their 
most feared enemy”, fled. 
In 1983, Mike’s involvement in climbing opened up an 
opportunity to be a member of the first ever white-water 
rafting descent of the Yangtze River from its source in Tibet to 
Yibin on the Chinese Central Plain.  He was provided with  a 
lifeline phone number for the British Embassy in Bejing “in 
case of a problem”, and a new passport which excluded any 
mention of his role as a serving army officer.  In its early 
stages the Chinese halted the expedition, then cancelled the 
permit, then (following an altercation between the American 
leader and the Chinese security officers sent to stop them) 
imprisoned them, followed by house arrest.  When phoned, 
the British Embassy response to the situation was “Oh s**t”.  
They all got out, and times have changed: now you can kayak 
and raft on several reaches of the Yangtze. 
Nepal is one of the common grounds shared by Mike and 
Carol.  In 1988, as a lieutenant colonel and chief of staff of 
the Gurkha recruiting depot in East Nepal, Mike led the 
international relief operation following a hugely damaging 
earthquake.  A British military field hospital was flown in, 
with Carol as one of the team of nursing officers.  For Carol, 
Mike was then “Sir”.  They married in 1992. 
Carol had determined on nursing as a career aged eight after 
an appendectomy.  She trained in Oxford and later joined the 
Queen Alexandra Royal Nursing Corps, in which she served 
for 20 years, including in Hong Kong and Nepal.  For a while 
she tried civvy street, on the Marks & Spencer management 

training pathway, but returned to the Army and nursing within 
eight months.   
In 1994, during Carol took two years’ unpaid leave while 
Mike was defence attaché at the British Embassy in Nepal. 
Two disasters occurred: a Pakistan Airways plane crash and a 
monsoon flood which swept way three major bridges on the 
vital supply road into Kathmandu.  Again, Mike collaborated 
with the Nepalese government to sort out the aftermath.  Carol 
worked in a clinic treating embassy staff, climbers, trekkers 
and Tibetan refugees.  She reflects on how different 
assessment and treatment need to be when your patient is a 
Tibetan Buddhist monk:  the pain (mild gout in a toe) must be 
addressed first, whilst treating life-threateningly high blood 
pressure takes second place – just the opposite of a western 
approach. 
Returning to the UK, Carol joined The Acland Hospital in 
Oxford as matron while commissioning The Manor Hospital 
where she stayed for five years, followed by a post as Interim 
Director of two Bristol hospitals.  Then for a complete 
change. 
For recreation, the adventurous pair had chartered and sailed 
yachts for many years.  In 2008 the recreation became an 
odyssey when they bought Tashi Delek, their own yacht, and 
set off on a seven-year journey almost around the globe, 
tarrying for periods in the Caribbean and the Galapagos, 
followed by 25 days, and three thousand miles, crossing the 
Pacific from the Galapagos to the Marquesa Islands in French 
Polynesia – a real test of their partnership. 
When the odyssey ended, Nuffield Health appointed her Chief 
Nurse and Clinical Director, with responsibility for 31 
hospitals.  Carol is now chief nurse executive for HCA 
Healthcare, the biggest healthcare network you’ve never 
heard of, in London and other major cities. She is a leadership 
scholar with the Florence Nightingale Foundation, which has 
launched a global strategy in low and middle income 
countries for the development of nurse leaders. She’s also 
colonel commandant of the Queen Alexandra Royal Nursing 
Corps, where representing Army nursing to the civilian 
nursing world, and vice versa, is her particular contribution. 
Oxford has also featured in Mike’s post-Army career, where a 
period as bursar of Magdalen College School saw several new 
buildings and a strengthening of the school’s relationship with 
the college.  These days he uses his business skills as treasurer 
of the Asthall Leigh Memorial Hall. 
Mike is a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and a life-
long mountaineer, joining the Army Mountaineering 
Association expedition to climb peaks in Himachal Pradesh in 
India and the south face of Nuptse in the Himalayas, prior to 
army expeditions to Everest in 1973-6.  Carol is a seasoned 
trekker in Nepal, and has completed the Tashi Lapcha trek 
(5,755 metres above sea level). 
Both have been awarded The Order of the British Empire (for 
military leadership and nursing leadership respectively).  They 
would agree that it does in part 
reflect its alternative acronym: 
Other Bu**ers’ Efforts.  Mike 
has also been awarded the Nepal 
Disaster Relief Medal – twice.    
Mike’s most proud of the 
“extraordinary team” they are 
together.  For both, the 
expression “careers of the 
unexpected, but not the 
unprepared” rings true – we’ve 
only scratched the surface in this 
piece! 
Ruth and Cedric Reavley 



 Burford Postcards – Group Reminiscences 
22 June at 7.30 pm with David Cohen 

Burford postcards were an early, highly popular form of 
‘social media’, long before the term was invented by today’s 
digital age. 
Join David Cohen to discover which are the Burford Tolsey 
Archive’s twelve most popular ‘postcard postings’ to date on 
Facebook and hear some of the comments they have 
generated.  
The format for this, our final event of the 2022/23 season of 
Tolsey Talks, will be a relaxed chat which will enable 
everyone to share and exchange their reminiscences with 
others online. 
Jan and David came to Burford in 1980 when they purchased 
The Highway Hotel. David says that "over 25 years we 
enjoyed countless hours talking with locals of all ages about 
their time in Burford and, looking back, I suppose this is what 
fired my interest in the social history of our wonderful town. 
One time mayor, and long time councillor, my interest has 
never waned and has been strengthened by my involvement 
with the setting up of the Burford Tolsey Archive". 
The talk which lasts 45 minutes (+ 15 minutes for Q&As) 
costs £5.00 per household. It is exclusively delivered via 
Zoom and is bought online on www.burfordtolsey.org/events 
Peter Martin 

14 June Lecture: Donatello and the Sculpture of the 
Renaissance 

During this talk we will discover the amazing power and 
variety of the sculpture of Donatello, one of the most 
important artists of the early Renaissance. Donatello may 
have been born, in Florence, over 600 years ago, but his 
sculpture is so powerful that it still speaks directly to us today. 
Working alongside masters such as Brunelleschi, Ghiberti and 
Masaccio, he was one of the pioneers of the Renaissance and 
helped to change the way people looked at the world. From 
delicate idealism and startling realism, to the astonishing 
emotional force of his later works, this survey looks at the 
huge range of his sculpture, setting it against the vivid and 
colourful world of Italian politics in the age of the 
Renaissance. 

Jo Walton has combined teaching and lecturing with a career 
in art bookselling and has been a volunteer guide at both Tate 
Britain and Tate Modern. She is now a freelance lecturer for 
The Arts Society, the Art Fund, and Friends of Dulwich 
Picture Gallery and local art societies. 
This hybrid lecture will be held at the Warwick Hall, Church 
Green, Burford, OX18 4RZ at 11am and via Zoom. Please be 
seated by 10.50 for notices of upcoming events. Numbers are 
no longer restricted but please book to ensure you get a place. 
(www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk). Non-members are 
welcome (space permitting) for a suggested donation of £10. 
To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to see 
what lectures, Special Interest Days and other activities are 
planned for the future, please see our website 
www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk or contact our chairman, 
Carolyn Walton, on 01993 822 296. 
Jill Wright 

 
NEW TO BURFORD AND AREA? 

Welcome.   The Burford & District Society will be happy 
to deliver your free copy of the ‘Living in Burford & 

District’ pack with details of many of the local facilities, 
clubs and societies.  Simply email your name and 

address to lizannjack@gmail.com.

“In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers 
explodes, and every sunset is different.” 
John Steinbeck. 

As online shopping 
continues to be a thorny 
threat to our High 
Streets and small 
businesses are having 
to fight to keep their 
presence, I have been 
researching our 
Madhatter clientele and 
how best to ensure we 
are providing the finest 
service they require.  
Over 80 percent of the 
Madhatter customers 
are visitors, the 

majority are in Burford 
for just a few hours. It is an absolute joy to chat to our guests 
from across the UK and indeed across the globe but this does 
represent an ever-increasing financial difficulty – what do we 
do when the High Street is devoid of tourists; over the last 12 
months this has been a very real problem not only to 
Madhatter Bookshop but across our High Street. 
I completely understand we are in times of austerity,  nobody 
makes their fortune owning a bookshop but it is one of the 
best jobs in the world and I would be delighted to know what 
I can do to encourage you to shop local. 
Here are a few things you might not know about 
Madhatter Bookshop. 
We think we have a wonderfully eclectic selection of books to 
suit every age and every taste from Julia Donaldson to Fyodor 
Dostoevsky but if you don’t spot the book you need we can 
order it for you and it will arrive either in the shop in less than 
a week or for a small charge we can have any book shipped to 
your door or indeed around the world within 48 hours. 
We will hand deliver books to your door in Burford for 
free. 
If online is your preferred option we are one of the founding 
bookshops on bookshop.org – you can order any book from 
uk.bookshop.org/shop/madhatterbookshop this will come to 
you direct from the national UK warehouse within 48 hours.  
A percentage of each book sold goes to the indie bookshops 
so you are doing a magical and supportive thing for us indies! 
Madhatter Bookshop sells and redeems all National Book 
Tokens, we even have our own Madhatter Voucher. 
We hold regular events including book signing in the 
bookshop, author events, book launches and our favourite 
child, Burford Literary Festival due to take place in 
September 2023. 
Follow our BLOG at www.madhatterbookshop.co.uk/blog 
for news, events and reading recommendations. 
Join our ‘Mad Rewards’ scheme.  We won’t spam you too 
much and every so often we will gift you a £5 voucher. 
We support local artisans!  All our cards and stationery 
are designed and printed in the UK and support UK 
artists and small businesses like ours. 
There has been an indie bookshop at 122 High Street for over 
30 years, mostly in the hands of extremely well qualified and 
very enthusiastic women and I want this tradition to continue 
so if you have any ideas how we can improve our service to 
you please pop in and have a chat or email me at 
kim@madhatterbookshop.co.uk 
Happy Reading! 
Kim and the team at Madhatter Bookshop 

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
When Seed to Dust  by Marc Hamer fell open in the hand of 
one member of Alice’s Book Group and revealed: “A crescent 
moon peeping out of the clouds like God’s little fingernail,” 
she nearly didn’t go on to read the book, and there is rather a 
lot of pretentious poesy. But it fits the meandering tone of a 
book which is full of extended simile, some fanciful and 
others so apposite one has to smile.   
As the title suggests this is ostensibly a chronicle of the life 
cycle of plants, “dust” is too final a description of the end of 
plants’ growing season, but I suspect Hamer is endeavouring 
to encompass a larger truth.  
Set in a plot of 12 acres, on the Welsh borders where Hamer is 
de facto king, the elderly owner taking only a superficial 
interest, the book is loosely a gardening diary. As we progress 
through the seasons we are also treated to a philosophy hard-
won during a life of amazing variety.  The author’s early 
period as a vagabond when privation 
scarred his character and undermined 
his body, then a Damascene moment 
which led to his achieving academic 
qualifications and a great love of 
poetry and philosophy, followed by a 
period in commerce, gave him an 
interesting view of life and mankind, 
mostly benign, but thankfully, with 
also a few knobbly bits too.  As an 
aside, he frequently bemoans his old 
age and decrepitude – and the man was only 63 when he was 
writing, just an age when many Burfordians are coming into 
their prime, however, perhaps one must not be too harsh, for 
his concern was justified; unfortunately he suffered a heart 
attack only recently. 
Hands-on gardeners will appreciate the practical snippets and 
all lovers of beauty will revel in the lusciously described 
garden and plants. The colours and sounds and smells are 
almost tangible. Marc Hamer professes to a love of all things, 
nearly, but especially his wife and whisky, and appears to 
have come to terms with the vagaries of life.  If there is a hint 
that the flowing prose is the result of many winter hours’ 
refinement, it is full of lyrical phrases.  We thought it a lovely 
book.  
The library’s choice next: Unsettled Ground by Claire Fuller. 
Veral Marshall 

************************************************* 

NEW PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE 

Private hire service is now available from Bumbles on 
01993-822209  or 07483-357916.   
All types of work are accepted including local runs; airport 
transfers; trips to the hospital; long distance pickups and drop-
offs and transfers to and from a wedding venue.  
All drivers are DBS checked and are licensed by the West 
Oxfordshire District Council.  
Our aim is to provide a reliable and stress-free journey every 
time. 
Steve Colter 
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 AS I WAS SAYING… 
There is considerable debate and learned discussion about the 
correct time to take the three principal drinks of the day –the 
Stiffener, the Sharpener and the Steadier (which, for the 
purposes of this article, I shall call the “Three Cheers”). These 
discussions generate more heat than light and tend to 
deteriorate into unbridled contumely as the day wears on so 
my purpose is to lay the opposing arguments before you 
without bias or favouritism and let you decide. 
First we have to get rid of an unwelcome interloper promoted, 
I suspect, by the alcohol industry in much the same way as 
greeting card manufacturers invent additional card-giving 
days. We shall soon have a Nephew-in-Law-Twice-Removed 
Day. I am talking about the “Strengthener”. I cannot stress 
strongly enough that there is no such animal in the thinking 
person’s diet, it just does not exist. For a start we would have 
to call the list the Four Cheers which would be ridiculous, 
who ever heard anybody cry “Four Cheers for the King”?  
Secondly, any salutary effects which might be attributed to a 
Strengthener are more than adequately covered by the 
combination of the Three Cheers. What can give you more 
strength than a Stiffener, Sharpener or Steadier? So we will 
eschew the Strengthener. 
Turning first to the Stiffener, the received wisdom is that you 
should take one only in the middle of the day. The arguments 
apparently are that you should not need one as soon as you 
wake up because you will be all bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
and ready to face whatever the day may throw at you and you 
should not take one as a night cap because rigidity may induce 
insomnia. But I’m not at all sure that those arguments are 
correct. Anyway, what is “received wisdom” and why should 
we take any notice of it? It must depend on whom you receive 
it from; there are dozens of people whose advice I would 
willingly accept but thousands I would not trust as far as I 

could throw them – mainly politicians. If you wake up and 
suddenly recall all the ghastly jobs you have to do and people 
you have to meet that day, you are fully entitled to a couple of 
snorts (interesting generation issue here. I’m of that 
generation when a “snort” meant a large brandy and soda or G 
& T. I think millennials, Generations X and Z and even 
boomers may have a different interpretation). 
Next is my favourite, the Sharpener. It is such a splendid pick-
me-up that it can be imbibed at any time (which may be why 
it’s my favourite) and must not be pigeon-holed in arbitrarily 
chosen time slots. Those who suggest that a Sharpener is best 
taken between, say, elevenses and lunch or between tea and 
supper are just depriving themselves of an invaluable aid to 
getting through the day. It should be regarded more as a life-
saver than an artificial stimulant, more of a medication than a 
prop, although sadly not available on prescription, and more 
of an essential than a passing whim. But one word of warning 
– do not have a Sharpener just before bedtime unless, for any 
reason, you want/need to be awake for a bit. 
Finally, the Steadier. Wrongly regarded as the most boring of 
the Three Cheers, I think the Steadier can be safely regarded 
as exciting, if only mildly, and the necessary antidote to 
problems arising from over indulgence in Stiffeners and 
Sharpeners. It follows that the Steadier is at its most potent 
when taken just before you go to bed as a super-inducer of 
sleep. As Shakespeare almost caused Macbeth to say:- 
    “the Steadier that knits up the ravelled 
sleeve of care” 
I am indebted to my Clerk of the Bottles for 
the technical information in this article. 
Here’s “Bottoms Up” to the Three Cheers! 
John White 

************************************************** 

BOOT SALES IN BURFORD 

The popular Boot Sales take place in the West Field, Burford, 
on 29 May and 28 August (Bank Holiday) 

Claire Griffin 

BURFORD CHAMBER OF TRADE 
Midsummer Solstice Shopping Event! 

Wednesday 21 June 

Come and enjoy our NEW annual all day shopping event 
in Burford this summer solstice! 

We have late-night shopping, special offers and discounts 
with some of our High Street retailers, plus live activities 

planned outside the Tolsey in the early evening.  More 
information will be available nearer the date - just go to 

www.burfordchamber.co.uk 
Joanna McKerlie 

 Annual Garden Party – Tuesday 20 June  

This year our ever popular annual Garden Party, will take 
place on Tuesday 20 June at Asthall Manor. We are grateful to 
Rosie Pearson for allowing us to use the wonderful garden of 
her Jacobean manor house which has the Windrush valley as 
its background. At the risk of disappointing many, we regret 
that the Lenthall Leap Frog Stakes and the Sylvester Sack 
Race will not be taking place this year. After trial tests by the 
Committee on the Rec, unfortunately both were found to be 
impractical whist wearing a straw hat, balancing a cup of Earl 
Grey and a slice of Madeira cake. 
Although Asthall Manor, OX18 4HW is only a short tandem 
ride from Burford, car parking facilities will be provided. 
Everyone is asked to share transport with other members to 
help to protect the environment, and to bring your own 
collapsible chairs, to protect your posteriors. 
Due to the kindness of Rosie Pearson, our host, alternative 
indoor facilities will be available in the event of the 
unthinkable happening. 
The Garden Party will be from 3 to 5pm and thanks to the 
generosity of the committee and our much appreciated 
supporters, tea and cakes will be served.   

Whilst this is a free event it is for members only and pre-
registration is essential. Booking is now open on our 
website. If you are unable to access a pc, please contact 
Julia Hart to secure your place, or with any other queries, on 
07779 109761 or julia.hart1000@gmail.com. 
If you have yet to renew or would like to join there is still 
time. Membership is £10 for the calendar year and 
application forms can be completed online, see 
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk  
A waiting list will operate if the event is oversubscribed.   

Looking ahead 
To enable those members who simply have to go deep sea 
scuba diving, or need Tibetan singing bowl therapy as an 
antidote for Burford’s frenetic social whirl, we do not meet 
during the summer holiday months. We will return on           
19 September for what promises to be a fascinating talk given 
by Tim Healey, entitled ‘The Oxfordshire Green Man Trail’ 
Peter        peteremartin@btinternet.com 

************************************************* 

BURFORD ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
GROUP 

It’s going to be a busy BEAGling month!  
Building on the impetus of the Eco Day in March we will be 
hosting a talk by our local wildlife expert Lucy Bearman-
Brown on ‘What’s happening to our hedgehogs?’ at our next 
meeting, which will be at the Quaker Meeting Room on 
Tuesday 6 June at 7.30pm. If you’ve ever wondered about 

these cute, lovable creatures / spiky, flea-ridden rodents 
(delete as appropriate), then please come along to hear more 
about their fascinating nocturnal lifestyles, how they relate to 
Burford, whether you’ve spotted any recently, and a plan of 
action as to how we can encourage their numbers, as they are 
perilously close to being an endangered species in Britain. All 
are welcome. 
One of our spiky friend spotted in the undergrowth at the top 

of The Hill 

Applications for Julia Hart’s competition based on the effects 
of leaving areas of your garden fallow (we are in No Mow 
May as I write this) is still open, and she’s received many 
entries – but more are invited: see last month’s Bridge either 
in print or online for more information, or register your 
interest in entering at Julia.hart1000@gmail.com.  
Our litter pick on the 8 May – our Green King’s Community 
Day of Action (I wonder who the sponsors were?) – went very 
well, with much litter being dug out of hedgerows and 
removed from streets. More are planned, so if you want to 
join the merry band of litter pickers, please let us know  - and 
also if your area needs being picked over. 

And lastly, a shout-out for a brilliant new enterprise in 
Burford: not content with offering an extensive range of 
delicious plant-based food, Emily Weir’s Nutmeg and Thyme 
shop in Christmas Court has branched out into refills: she 
currently has a selection of cleaning and household products, 
but this month is bringing in some foodstuffs including 
gluten-free oats and flours. She’s open to suggestions: how 
about shampoo, conditioner and pulses? The idea is that 
customers bring along their own packaging – take-away 
containers, jars, etc - but she also has pump-action bottles and 
paper bags if you’re caught short. 
Look forward to seeing you at the Quaker Meeting House on 
6 June at 7.30pm. 
Andy.hayter@gmail.com. Photo by Ali McIntosh 



BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
PLAYGROUND PROJECT 

Thank you for all the support you have given us so far with 
our playground project. We were thrilled to see so many of 
you at the Eco Day, and the feedback and ideas you gave have 
helped to us to narrow down the equipment we want to see in 
the new playground.  
To build the playground and create a new access path will cost 
around £150,000. The council has already allocated a 
significant amount of money and we had hoped to apply for 
grants to make up the difference. Unfortunately, we recently 
found out that West Oxfordshire District Council has 
withdrawn its community grant scheme. This would have 
covered 25% of the costs, which we now have to find 
elsewhere.  
We do not want to compromise on the design of the 
playground as we feel it is important to deliver a playground 
that the children of Burford deserve. We have therefore 
launched a crowdfunding page and we are appealing to local 
businesses and residents to help us reach our target. We 
understand that not everyone is in a position to support 
financially. If that is the case, please support us by sharing our 
crowdfunding page with your friends, neighbours and 
colleagues.  
If you are able to support us by giving a donation, please go to 
our crowdfunding page: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/
Burford-recreation-Ground-new-Playground-project 
This page will be available until 26 June, so please donate 
soon if you wish. 
If you would like to send a donation but you are not online, 
please send a cheque, payable to Burford Town Council, to 
the address below. You should write, ‘playground’ on the back 
of the cheque. 

Burford Town Council 
The Tolsey 

126, High Street 
Burford 

OX18 4QU 
Everyone who makes a donation will be invited to the 
opening ceremony. To those of you who own a business, as a 
thank you for your donation, your company artwork will be 
included on a new welcome sign for the playground, as a 
permanent record of your generosity. The larger the donation, 
the bigger the artwork! Your company details will also be 
included in the opening ceremony programme, and on our 
Facebook page.  If you would like to know further details, 
please get in touch using the contact details below. 
With thanks again for your continued support. 
Cllr Jo Rushton and the Burford Playground Committee 

On 6 April the Burford Tolsey Museum & Archive (BTMA) 
held another of its celebrated get-togethers, this time in the 
Baptist Church, Witney Street.  We were delighted to 
welcome around 50 Friends, volunteers and potential 
volunteers to the reception.  Participants were introduced to 
the evening by the chairman, Clendon Daukes, before Peter 
Martin, BTMA’s strategist, gave a presentation about what 
had been achieved since the Archive’s formal opening in 
November and our aspirations for the near future. It was an 
occasion for people to meet others who have an interest in the 
history and heritage of Burford and its surrounding villages 
and allowed us to show the wide range of opportunities 
available to those interested in assisting us in either the 
Museum or the Archive.  
Peter reiterated that the only qualification volunteers needed 
was an interest in having fun while learning about Burford’s 
unique and wonderful heritage. 

BTMA’s immediate aims are: 
a. To keep the Museum open each afternoon for everyone 

to enjoy. 
b. To discover and understand the contents of both the 

Museum and the Archive. 
c. To capture the anecdotes and reminiscences (the living 

history) of those with memories of yesteryear. 
d. To make progress towards the Museum and Archive’s 

formal accreditation. 
e. To build up the number of our supporters and in 

particular to encourage more volunteers. 
f. To achieve financial viability. 
There may have been some who could not join us at the 
reception but who are nonetheless interested in helping in this 
community project.  We would love to hear from anyone who 
would like to welcome visitors to the Museum (open in the 
afternoons from 2.00 to 5.00 pm) cddaukes@gmail.com or 
help in cataloguing documents in the Archive.  

The full list of opportunities available to volunteers can be 
found on our website at www.burfordtolsey.org/volunteers. 
Clendon Daukes  

The Archive's exhibition on 8 May showing Burford's 
celebrations during the coronations of George V and 

Elizabeth II.

Any donation will be hugely appreciated via …
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/burford-recreation-ground-new-playground-project

We need your financial support…
Help us raise £40,000

Just open your camera on 
your smart phone and point 
it at this Project QR code 
and it will take you directly 
to Crowdfunding page.

THE BURFORD SINGERS  

Soprano: Lucy Knight 
Mezzo: Angharad Lyddon 

Tenor: Peter Martin 
Bass: Freddy Long 

Orchestra Leader: Kate Bailey 
  Tickets  reserved at £25, £20, £15, unreserved £10 

Online booking (Booking fee applies) 
at https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/ 

Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) at 
The Madhatter Bookshop 

122, High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ 
And on the door 

  Details on our website https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/
events/ 

Catherine Martin  

************************************************** 

NORTHLEACH CHURCH 

Saturday 17 June, 7.00pm at Northleach church.  
Tickets at northleachevents.co.uk. 

The Wessex are an award-winning amateur male voice choir, 
based in Swindon, who pride themselves on a relevant, 

contemporary and innovative repertoire.  
Jane Quelch 

************************************************* 

GO ON THE RUN 
Come along to Burford Hill Walk/Run Club!  

All levels of running and walking up the hill… it’s so great 
for your heart health and you’ll get to connect and meet a 
lovely community of people from Burford and surrounding 
area. 
Every Saturday Morning during the Summer Months:☀  
June/July/August  
X 2 sessions you can join in either or 
both: 

Session 1 
6.30am Meet at Burford Bridge  
x 5 full hill runs  
Post Run Reward: A high 5!  

Session 2 
7.30am Meet outside Lynwoods 
20mins shorter hills  
Post run Reward: Coffee and chats in 
Lynwoods 
Christina  McMaster - 
www.christinamcmaster.org 

************************************************** 

HIGH QUALITY LINENS 
At Factory Prices 

Under the Tolsey in Burford every Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Luxury towels, pillows, bedding, throws etc. but without the 
shop price tag!. 
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Burford Warwick Hall from Derek Cotterill

Taynton from Claire Sohn

Fulbrook from Claire Griffin 

LOCAL CORONATION EVENTS 
Around 90 people, including visitors from the USA and from Bibury, sheltered from the rain to watch the BBC’s coverage of the 
Coronation on 6 May in the Warwick Hall.  It was lovely to welcome old and young alike with several families all enjoying the 
Coronation event, and it was so special to share the experience together.  Many generously brought cake to share, some decorated in 
red, white and blue, or, indeed created with three-colour cake mixture.  These, along with the range provided by councillors and 
church members, meant we were very well provided.  In what has now become a local tradition, Michelin-trained pastry chef Cindy 
Kosmala of Hugo Lovage on the High Street provided a magnificent centre-piece cake, which together with a loyal toast proposed 
by Cllr David Cohen, provided a fitting local response to the event.  New friends were made, and teams appeared to put up bunting, 
set out chairs, serve drinks, wash up, and welcome.  We were grateful for a splendid display of memorabilia from Allan Ledger (a 
boy chorister at the late Queen’s Coronation), and from the Museum and Archive.  Many thanks to the town council and the parish 
church for their hospitality. 
Ruth Reavley

Photos from the Asthall Leigh Coronation Weekend kindly provided by Martin Hawkins
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SUMMER EXHIBITION ART SHOW 

Burford A level Art and Photography students invite you to 
their Summer Exhibition in the Warwick Hall, Church Green, 
Burford on 21 June and 23 June.  Students will be presenting 
their A level portfolios and some will be present during 
opening hours to discuss their work.  This exhibition marks 
the culmination of two years’ of study and practice over the A 
level course.  Many students have offers of art college or 
university art course places, to continue their passion.  
Lucy said: “I hope when our visitors come they will see all 
the different processes and mediums.  I love acrylic painting 
on canvas, and I hope they’ll see how I express my view of 
the world.” After a year out working then travelling and 
following an interest in architecture, Lucy has a place at 
Bournemouth Arts University to study Fine Art. 
  Fleur talked about the really wide range of materials and 
inspirations available to her in the A Level Art course.  “All 
our projects are unique.  We’re all in the same class and learn 
the same techniques, but after that we branch out in so many 
different ways.”  Fleur is aiming for an apprenticeship in 
Agricultural Engineering. 
  Lily is going on to study Fine Art at Falmouth University, and 
is looking forward to work in portraiture and video game art.  
Of the Exhibition, she said “I’m interested in peoples’ 
interpretations of my art.  I’ve learned from artists’ 
interpretation, so I’m looking forward to meeting visitors and 
talking with them about what I’ve produced.” 
  Head of Art, Anne-Marie Vella, said: ”I’m very proud of the 
students and their achievements over the two years of the A 
level course.  I’m very excited to be holding the end-of course 
exhibition in the town, where there are so many and such 
varied art galleries, setting such a high standard.  I’m 
delighted that so many of my students are going into art for 
their higher education.  As a department, we are glad to be the 
pioneers in using the Warwick Hall for a school event.  We 
hope that the relationship will grow.” 

  Planned opening hours: 
Wednesday 21 June 2pm - 5pm 
Thursday 22   June 9am - 4pm, Private view for parents 
and governors, 4.30 -6.00pm 
Friday 9am-12pm. 
  Visit the Burford School website (www.burford.oxon.sch.uk) 
from mid-June to view a fabulous virtual tour of the 
exhibition. 
Ruth Reavley 

SUMMER TERM - BURFORD PRE-
SCHOOL 

The summer term has arrived and we are so excited to have 
been enjoying lots of outdoor learning. The children have 
been observing the changes in our surroundings and 
comparing these to what the outdoors looked like only a few 
weeks ago. 
The children have done a wonderful job at caring for their 
beans and potatoes that they planted, going out and exploring 
their local environment, taking in much joy with the different 
bugs and insects that they observed. They are so very excited 
to be getting ready to be looking after caterpillars next and we 
wonder what they will grow into. 

Along with the whole nation, the children were very busy 
with Coronation craft and activities; their crowns looked 
marvellous. Very regal indeed! It was lovely for the children 
to all come together and celebrate the Coronation of our King. 
Thank you to all our pre-school families who baked cakes and 
provided delicious treats for Coronation party. 
Ola Caless - Burford Pre-School Committee Secretary 

 Burford Fire Station is holding a Charity Car Wash 
on the Saturday 10 June 

 

In aid of the Fire Fighter Charity at Burford School,  
Cheltenham Road, Burford via the A40 Entrance between 

10.00hrs to 16.00hrs. 

Come and support the Fire Fighters Charity and get your car 
cleaned for a donation to the Fire Fighters Charity by the Fire 

Fighters at Burford Fire Station. 
Registered charity in England and Wales (No. 1093387) 

Paul Andrew                                          

************************************************** 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 

Rotarian John Smith, our club secretary, litter picking with 
friends in Bampton as part of Volunteer Monday, The Big 
Help Out. 
President Colin helped take down marquees and tidy 
Finstock’s Coronation celebration site. Other club members 
litter picked and helped at food banks. A great effort by all 
concerned. 
Rotary did its spring walk and we were lucky to have a dry 
day followed by a pub lunch.   
If you are having a fete and would like an extra stall, please 
let us know. It could be beneficial to your organisation and to 
Rotary charities 
We meet at Burford Golf Club on Mondays 6.30pm for 
7.00pm (except Bank Holidays). We are a small but very 
friendly group with members from all the local villages in the 
area. We are always looking to increase our membership. You 
will get a very warm welcome. Contact our secretary John 
Smith jpw.smith@jasss.co.uk  07717883182 
Ros -  01608643844 /07702135731 

MARY BRADFORD 
Mary Bradford (nee Rimes) was born in 
Cirencester and moved to Fruitlands, 
Eynsham in 1954.  This smallholding 
would later be the name of the ‘new’ estate 
on the Old Witney Road.  She described 
her childhood here as idyllic. 
The family moved to Charlbury to develop 
the Hixet Wood Stores general shop, and 
she began her first job at Blackwell’s 
bookshop in Oxford.  She married Cliff in 
1969 and had a son, Carl, moving on to 
Salford.  Later she became a housekeeper 
at Manor Farm in Bledington for 15 years. 
She could be seen taking her waddle of 

ducks to the stream there daily.  Her love of animals and nature 
continued all her life. 
Mary moved to Stow-on-the-Wold in 1995 but eventually settled 
in Burford in 2007, which brought more friends and much 
happiness.  She wrote about the benefits.  Number one: “a 
fabulous network of friends and neighbours with an amazing 
amount of strength and resilience… taking the challenges of life 
with courage and humour”.  A close second: “the cake shop, 
Huffkins”! 
Her life-long interests were people and words. She wrote diaries, 
poems and stories from aged ten until she became too ill. Her 
friends remember, “…she was hugely kind, patient, with a  
beautiful smile and laughter”.   
Mary was diagnosed on 1 February 2023 with brain tumours, 
which developed quickly.  She declined treatment and sadly 
passed away at Tall Trees Care Home in Shipton-under-
Wychwood on Mother’s Day, 19 March 2023. 
Her funeral service was held at St John the Baptist Church in 
Burford. 
She left her family and friends so suddenly, and heartbroken, but 
with everlasting memories of her love and laughter. 
Rebecca Bradford 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of the 
magazine is 10th of the month preceding publication.   Please send 
articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at the Post Office 
for us to collect.  
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of the month 
preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on 
what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will 
edit or decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes 
personal attacks on any individual, is expressed in unduly partisan 
language or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially defamatory. 
Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the 
appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited 
for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or 
services are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is 
responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of 
good quality. The editors may refuse to publish advertisements or 
other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge 
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements 
and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised. 
All items submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of 
the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By 
submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to 
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The 
Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2021 which can be 
viewed on our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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Our thanks to Mike Russell who photographed this Hummingbird Hawk Moth in Taynton while it was feeding on 
common valerian.  It is approximately 4.5 cm long.  When there is warm air coming from the Continent, variable.  
numbers of these insects can arrive in southern Britain.  The Hawk Moth never lands on the flower heads, and hence 
the additional name of Hummingbird.  Shown underneath is a Taynton Mistle Thrush..

WILDLIFE CORNER
THE BRIDGE TEAM 

As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 

Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors        Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Roving Report er      Ruth Reavley 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at the 
Post Office for us to collect.  

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Get active this summer with a FREE 
children’s reading challenge at your local 

Oxfordshire library! 

From 8 July to 9 September, children across 
Oxfordshire can collect stickers and rewards as 
they read library books. 

This year’s theme – ‘Ready, Set, Read!’ – is all 
about sports, games and play. Children who 
finish the challenge at an Oxfordshire Library 
will get a medal and certificate. 

Under 4s can take part in a mini challenge with 
their own special card and stickers. 

Thanks to Tom Barry for these wonderful local scenes of sunny Westwell and Eastleach sunset
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REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, 
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 
gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, 
all abilities

Kevin 704655 
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

BEAGles  aka Burford 
Environment Action Group

Third Tuesday of the month The Prince of Burford 7.30pm

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all 
abilities

Vijay 891043 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Wednesdays Burford Library 2-4pm Christine Brown 07971679116/
June Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm Bert Clough, Secretary        
07943 720668

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

See Times on Useful Information 
page

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Burford Writing Club 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month Varies.  7.30-9pm ashley.v.count@gmail.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church    
10.30 - 12 midday

Diana Peters 01993 822785

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI (FaBWI) Second Tuesday of every month Burford Baptist Church Hall Jennie Craven 07710 103015 
thefabwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday (wef Sept 2021) Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm,    
Fri 8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15 
www.burfordchurch.org/rockatots

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, 
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club (currently 
suspended)

Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 
07793 012215

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.ukThe Wychwood Lodge of 

Freemasons
3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 

wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 11.00am - 3pm                    
lunch and afternoon tea

Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, 
singing, talks

John Harrington 822451 or Sue 
Sheppard 824729

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and Societies still exist and who is 
the contact for them.
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Sat 3 June Asthall Manor Garden Open Day Asthall Manor 11-4pm

Sun 4 June Whitehill Farm Open Garden Widford

Tues 6 June BEAgles Meeting Quaker Meeting House 7.30pm

Fri 9 June Hockey Events www.burford.oxon.sch.uk Burford School

Sat 10 June  Talk - A Year at Spring Cottage Northleach Church 6.30pm

Sat 10 June Craft in Action Craft Fair Warwick Hall 10-4.30pm

Sat 10 June Fire Fighters Charity Car Wash Burford Fire Station 10-4pm

Sun 11 June National Gardens Scheme - Gardens open 
in Burford 

See Article within

Sun 11 June Shilton Open Gardens Day Shilton Village 2-6pm

Tues 13 June FABW1 Tree Walk with Lucy Staveley The Blue Cross outside 
Carterton

7.30pm

Tues 13 June Business Breakfast Event Burford School

Wed 14 June TASC Lecture - Donatello Warwick Hall 10.50am

16-18 June International Contemporary Craft 
Festival

Waterperry Gardens 10-4pm

Sat 17 June Taynton Gardens Open Taynton 2-5pm

Sat 17 June Trooping the Colour Garden Event Baptist Church 3.30-5pm

Sat 17 June The Wessex Male Voice Choir Northleach Church 7pm

Tue 20 June Burford & District Society Annual Party.  
Members only.

Asthall Manor 3-5pm

21 - 22 June Burford School Art Show - see article Burford School

Wed 21 June Midsummer Solstice Shopping Evening Burford High Street

Thu 22 June Tolsey Talk Burford Postcards Zoom 7.30pm

Sun 25 June Pimms, Poems and Prose event Greyhounds Sheep St 3.30pm

Sun 25 June Burford Singers Concert - Magic of 
Mozart

Burford Parish Church 7.30pm

30 Jun - 2 July Dean & Chadlington Music Festival See Article within

Sat 1 July Windrush Film - Mrs Harris goes to Paris Windrush Village Hall 7.30pm

Sat 8 July BDHA Summer Show Bowls Club Tanners Lane

Tues 11 July FABW1 Afternoon Tea talk - History, 
Etiquette, Hosting

Burford Baptist Church 
Hall, Witney Street

7.30pm

Mon 28 Aug Car Boot Sale West Field Burford

Tues 12 Sept FABW1 Immune System and Bowen 
therapy talk

Burford Baptist Church 
Hall, Witney Street

7.30

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  

NB Please remember to give us details of TIME and VENUE as well as date and event.Thank you.
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers and  
Burford Barber Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Mallams Auctioneers Ltd Auctioneers and Valuers 01242 235712

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Radnor Martin Estate agents covering Burford and the surrounding villages 0203 8580035

Dave Simkin Tutor Doctor, Witney. Private Home tutoring, all subjects, all levels. 
dsimkin@tutordoctor.co.uk   www.tutordoctor.co.uk/witney 07771 752758

Mel’s hair at home I can visit you or I have a small salon at my home on the green in Leafield. 07817726218

TC Garden Services Gardening, Landscaping, Patios, Decking, Fencing & Gates, Raised Beds.
Contact Tony for a free quotation. www.tcgs.uk 07771 888304
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 

Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Tolsey Museum    
Open seven days a week 
April to October  
www.burfordtolsey.org 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email              town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
 
Churches 
Anglican St John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 875214 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  0808 2787908 
Email      citizensadvicewestoxon.org  

Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 

 

Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church              gill.crippen@googlemail.com 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  TBA 
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young 07909 913994 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                                                  bookings@burfordchurch.org.uk 

Library                                       01993 823377 
Tuesday 13.00 - 18.00 
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00 
Friday 10.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 17.30 
Saturday 09.00 - 13.00 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 
Post Office    01993 822174 
stephencolter@aol.com    
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Hugo Ashton    07712 490517 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, No front counter 
www.thamesvalleypolice.uk 

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION
Please check hours of opening which are subject to change 

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS
From pension planning to selecting investments, when making choices 
about your finances you want peace of mind that your money is in good 
hands. We’re local, professional and a name you know.

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and 
selected products from specialist providers. They’ll explain the advice 
services and the charges.

YoureInGoodHandsAdverts_0422.indd   1YoureInGoodHandsAdverts_0422.indd   1 22/04/2022   11:1922/04/2022   11:19

To find out more, get in touch with your local NFU Mutual agency at:
01993 776 716 or Witney_agency@nfumutual.co.uk
Financial Advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.
 

nfumutual.co.uk/goodhands

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to
NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

FSCM-AD-A4P-0422
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Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 












 


 



HOUSTON
CONSTRUCTION

www.houstonconstruc�on.co.uk

Call: 01285 339029
Email: hello@houstonconstruc�on.co.uk

Extensions | Renovations | New Builds
Conversions | Landscaping

Book your
2022/23
ProjectFollow us

We pride ourselves on the highest quality of finish, a
trustworthy service and excellent communica�on.
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MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project

 

Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 14:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

Contact us on - 01993 822226 

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 
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www.burfordki tchensandinter iors .co.uk

B E D R O O M S     B AT H R O O M S

01993 824690 

150 The Hill 
Burford OX18 4QU

OPEN 7 DAYS

DES IGNER INSP IRED STUDIO

AFFORDABLE 
QUALITY

DESIGN - SUPPLY - INSTALL

Appointments please

01993 842421
Corbett Road, Carterton, OX18 3LG

E TAYLOR & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Private funeral home
Memorials supplied and renovated

Here to help 24 hours per day
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Open 6 days a week   |   Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm    |   Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Reavley Chemist, 124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR   |   01993 823144   |   info@reavley.co.uk   |   www.reavley.co.uk 

•  NHS & Private Prescriptions

•  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

•  Wide Range of over the Counter Medicines

•  Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands

•  Private Consultations

•  Flu & Covid Vaccinations (Seasonal)

•  Traditional Remedies

•  Yellow Fever Centre  

•  Travel Clinic Consultations & Vaccinations

•  Delivery Service Available

England’ s oldest pharmacy

Monthly_Editorial_HalfPage.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_HalfPage.indd   1 10/05/2023   16:3010/05/2023   16:30

Located in the heart of the Cotswolds, Stow Veterinary Surgeons are
dedicated to treating the small animals of the surrounding area.

The practice is run from the main premises in Stow-on-the-Wold and also
has branch surgeries at Burford, Milton-under-Wychwood, Moreton-in-

Marsh and Northleach.
 

We offer emergency out of hours care 24-hours a day, 365 days of the
year. Our aim is to provide gold standard veterinary care to both animals

and their owners. We offer same day appointments and we are always
happy to register new clients!

 
If you have any queries regarding the services we offer or if you would
like to book an appointment then please don’t hesitate to contact us.

 

 Telephone: 01451 830620                   www.stowvets.co.uk
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Mallams
1788

A U C T I O N E E R S  A N D  V A L U E R S  
S I N C E  1 7 8 8

Valuation Morning  
Friday 9th June

Our specialists will be available  
to provide complimentary valuations,  

with a view to selling at auction.

By appointment, please contact:  
oxford@mallams.co.uk or 01865 241358

www.mallams.co.uk

10.00am – 12.30pm
Warwick Hall, Burford OX18 4RY

Jewellery,  
Watches & Silver

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
plant nursery experience.

 
Nicholsons Plants

Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous 
Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting 

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Innovative menus | Locally sourced food 

All dietary requirements welcome 
Tuesday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time,  
please book via our website.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Guiting Music Festival

©
 ro

bin
 c

lew
ley

10 days of Live Music
In the beautiful Cotswolds

Featuring the best 
Classical, Jazz and Blues

21st to 30th July
2023

Book your tickets
at 

guitingfestival.org
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NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN – WINDRUSH/BURFORD

Fitting bespoke furniture for over 20 years…
We provide bespoke kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms and furniture for any room in the home.

Barrington is a family-run business operating from London and the Cotswolds. Over the past 20 years, 
we have tailored our offering to suit our client’s tastes, environments and lifestyles.  We construct 

beautiful spaces, and then we complement them with beautiful furniture. 

BARRINGTON

WWee  ppllaanntt  aa  ttrreeee  ffoorr  eevveerryy  
kkiittcchheenn  wwee  pprroodduuccee!!

SUSTAINABLE

• Bespoke kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms, 

boot rooms and home offices.
• Contemporary German kitchens

• Wide selection of quartz worktops

• Exclusive outdoor floor tiles

• Designer wall and floor tiles

What we do?

wwwwww..bbaarrrriinnggttoonnkkiittcchheennss..ccoo..uukk

FFoollllooww  uuss  oonn  IInnssttaaggrraamm::  barringtonkitchensandinteriors.    EEmmaaiill::  info@barringtonkitchens.co.uk

Pinchpool Farm, Windrush, Burford, OX18 4TT 

Call for a personal appointment: 01993 225 944

KITCHENS AND INTERIORS




