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Have you ever had an avocado emergency?  No? Waitrose recently teamed up with Deliveroo, which is apparently 
some sort of food delivery service, so that if you need something in a hurry it can be whizzed to your door by a young 
man on a motor scooter.  And after a bit they found that in Oxford and some other places the number one request was 
for an emergency avocado.  It must be terrible to find that you don’t have the wherewithal for some smashed avocado 
on toast or some guacamole, the thinking man’s alternative to mushy peas, but thank goodness for Deliveroo.   
Perhaps we should put them in charge of emptying our bins, which seems to be a challenge to the present contractors.. 

We hope that our readers do not have any similar victual supply problems and are able to get hold of appropriate food 
to see them through the festive season.  At Bridge Towers we shall probably be tucking into les doigts de poisson 
grillés avec les petits pois et les frites.  Who knows?   

This being the last edition of The Bridge in 2021, we can look back on twelve months which have had a share of 
problems but at least were better than 2020, a year most of us would prefer to forget.  As usual we shall not be 
publishing an edition in January.  We would like to thank (in no particular order) those who send us articles, letter 
writers, photographers, printers, those who have donated money to us, our advertisers and most of all our small 
battalion of intrepid distributors without whom you would not be reading this.  We wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and look forward to being back with you in February. 
Editors 
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 

Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email              town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St. John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823398 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church              gill.crippen@googlemail.com 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young 07909-913994 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                                                  bookings@burfordchurch.org.uk 

Library                                       01993 823377 
Tuesday 13.00- 18.00 
Wednesday Closed 
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00 
Friday 10.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 17.30 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 
Post Office    01993 822209 
stephencolter@aol.com  
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum    
Daily 2 - 5pm 
April to OctoberTuesday - Sunday 2pm - 5pm 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, Welch Way 
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 01865 841148 
Closed Saturday and Sunday

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION
Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

  

James Skinner  
Residential Sales Manager  
 
 
 
   
 

Alison Denny 
Residential Sales  

 
 
 

 

Celebrating 2 years in Burford 

         SOLD     SOLD              SOLD 

01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 

 

Are you ready to discover eyewear you will love? 
 

 

Let us inspire you to 
feel great and look 

fabulous in your 
eyewear! 

 
 

To reserve your complimentary eyewear styling consultation,  
call or visit our website now. 

 

Stow Opticians 
Brewery Yard, Sheep Street 
Stow on the Wold 
GL54 1AA 
 
01451 830554 
www.stowopticians.co.uk  

Woodstock Opticians 
17 High Street 

Woodstock 
OX20 1TE 

 
01993 811870 

www.woodstockopticians.co.uk 
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
MARTIN CHISHOLM 

This month’s interviewee is a second-hand car salesman.  
But probably not what you think of as a second-hand car 
salesman.  He doesn’t wear a sheepskin coat or a trilby or 
use expressions like “nice little runner” or  “it’s a good 
little bus, I would stake my life on her”.  He works in a 
very different part of the business and the  cars he sells are 
very special.  He is also a Lord of the Manor. 
     Martin Chisholm was born into an army family and 
experienced the usual peripatetic lifestyle that such a 
background entails.  He claims that his academic 
achievements were unexceptional.  After leaving school he 
travelled for a bit and then sat down to think about a career.  
He was interested in antiques although he had no family 
background or connections with that world.  He went 
around various antique shops and asked “How do I get into 
the industry?”  Eventually someone advised him to try one 
of the auction houses.  He applied to Christie’s in London 
and was taken on a salesroom porter.   
     He explains: “The system was that all men started as 
porters and all women started on the front counter.  You 
were paid virtually nothing but, if you stuck it for a number 
of years, a position might become available in a 
department you were interested in.”  In Martin’s case this 
was the silver department.  However in 1987 Christie’s 
opened a car department.  They held an auction in the 
Royal Albert Hall in which they sold a Bugatti Royale for a 
record sum and they started holding auctions in Monaco.  
Business took off, and he was from time to time drafted 
into the car department when an auction was coming up.  
His break came when Robert Brooks, who was the head of 
that department, left to start his own business and Martin 
was able to move into that area full time.  He freely admits 
that beyond making Airfix models of cars as a boy he did 
not have a strong interest in cars at that stage. 
     He left Christie’s after three years in that job and 
worked in classic car insurance at Lloyd’s for a year which 
he didn’t enjoy.  He then joined Porters, a classic car 
dealership in Kensington.  “They sold pre-war classics and 
cars such as Mercedes gull wings and roadsters.  At that 
period there were lots of dealers all within an area of a 
square mile.”  Then Sotheby’s contacted him.  Robert 
Brooks had poached their entire car department to go and 
work for him.  “I was drafted in as director of the car 
department and a director of Sotheby’s.  We had four sales 
per year.  It was a big jump up but I found auctioning cars 
rather impersonal.  Contact with the item being sold was 

very limited.  I would see the owner and the car at the 
beginning but I wouldn’t see the car again until the auction, 
perhaps months later, when it would be one of 60 or 70 
being sold.  The junior people had all the fun.  I spent my 
time doing budgets and strategising.  It was soulless.” 
However one important thing happened while at Sotheby’s.  
It was there that he met Tania, his future wife.  She later 
went into public relations in the fashion industry and for a 
time worked for Sophie Wessex. 
     Martin left the auction world after four years and started 
his own business selling classic cars from a showroom and 
garage in Kensington.  “The market was quite strong, we 
were living in a lovely part of London and I was selling 
two or three cars at a time.  It was great”.  Their first son, 
Jack, was born in 2002. “We were living in a two bedroom 
flat.  When Harry (their second son) was expected we had 
to move to a bigger flat in the countryside.  I was doing a 
lot of travelling and needed to be within about an hour and 
20 minutes of Heathrow.  Then serendipity came into play.  
A customer in Brockhampton (near Cheltenham) told me 
that a house was coming up nearby.”  They moved to this 
house, Cotehey Farm, and lived there for nine years.  He 
moved his business to a farm building nearby where he 
could show off about 20 cars.  He then found that some 
buyers would ask for their cars to be stored for a time so he 
set up a storage facility in a warehouse at Fosse Cross.   
     As the business expanded he looked for new additional 
premises, initially in the Fosse Cross area, but he then 
heard that the CLAAS combine harvester depot near 
Bibury had became available.  Martin, who has a strong 
interest in military history,  discovered that it was on the 
site of the former RAF Bibury, home of the Hurricanes of 
Fighter Command No. 87 squadron and later the Spitfires 
of No. 92 squadron during the Second World War.  The 
buildings included a wartime aircraft hangar. Martin tried 
to arrange for  Geoffrey Wellum, who had flown with 92 
squadron and later wrote  the best selling book First Light 
to visit the site.  Sadly Wellum died before this could 
happen.   

Martin moved the business to Bibury and was able to 
launch some new initiatives.  The first of these was a 
meeting for classic car owners on a Sunday morning.  To 
his surprise and delight 140 drivers and cars turned up.  
These are now a regular feature and sell out with up to 300 
cars at a time taking part. Twelve gatherings are already 
planned for next year, some in aid of Kate’s Home 
Nursing, a “hospice at home” charity.  He sponsors the 
rallies organised by Manfred and Gabi Schotten in aid of 
the same charity.  He also runs Ride It days for classic 
motor cycles which raise funds for the air ambulance 
service - apparently 70% of air ambulance call-outs are for 
motor bike accidents. 
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Interest in classic cars shows no 
sign of waning.  “Thirty-five 
years ago people thought that 
there was no future in veteran 
(pre-1918) cars.  The owners 
were all in their 70s or 80s and 
seemed to be dying out.  Now 
the cars are still owned by 
people in their 70s or 80s but 
different people.  The annual 
London to Brighton run is 
massively oversubscribed.”  A 
classic car is defined as being at 
least 35 years old. At the 
beginning of his career that 
meant pre-1967 but now cars 
from the 1990s are classics.  A 
car does not have to be from an 
exotic brand to be classic, he 
points out.  He cites models 
such as the Morris Marina and 
the Austin Allegro which were 
cheap and unexceptional in their 
day but the few surviving 
examples are highly prized.  
Another definition he gives is 
that a classic car is “one which a 
schoolboy today would want his 
parents to have dropped him off 
at school in.” However the more 
upmarket cars do tend to survive 
longer.  It is estimated that 90% 
of all Porsches ever made are 
still around - not something you 
could say about the Austin 
Allegro. 
     Can he see electric cars 
becoming classics?  They have 
already had one of the early 
Tesla Roadsters in their 
showroom, he replies.  Electric 
cars are nothing  new.  The first 
one appeared in 1901 and since 
then there have been electric 
taxis and even milk floats.  
     Has he sold cars to famous 
people?  “I once sold a Bristol 
501 to Charlie Watts.  After he 
collected it I took him to lunch at the Wheatsheaf in 
Northleach.  He sat with his back to the room and I sat 
facing him.  I could see everyone else in the room peering 
at him and whispering ‘Isn’t that…?’  Over lunch he told 
me that he didn’t have a driving licence.”  The reason for 
this was that the Rolling Stones became very famous when 
very young, before the drummer had got round to learning 
to drive.  After that they were driven everywhere and 
hustled in and out by security men to protect them from 
hordes of fans.  Driving themselves would have been 
impossible.  However Charlie was interested in certain past 
times and collected clothes, music and cars from the era.  
Martin also sold Prince Charles’s Aston Martin V8 (not the 
DB6 which the prince says runs on wine and cheese).  He 
is discreet about other celebrity customers.   
     He is interested in the history of a particular car.  He 
was pleased to be able to sell the chassis of the Maserati 
racing car in which Juan Manuel Fangio (winner of five 
world championships in the 1950s) had won his first Grand 
Prix.  He later discovered the body of the car in California 
and was able to arrange for them to be reunited.  He also 
tells us of how he went to Ireland and bought a Lagonda 
whose first owner had won the Victoria Cross.  After 
bringing it over on the ferry on a trailer he was able to go 

past the house of the first 
owner on Birdlip Hill. 
     Car storage is now a big 
part of the business.  Many 
owners are willing to pay for 
their classic car to be looked 
after and only take them out a 
few times a year for a show, a 
rally or a track day.  The hub 
has around 200 cars in storage 
at any time and Martin has 
recently acquired the Black 
Barn near Burford to provide 
extra space. 
     The family moved to their 
present home in Fulbrook in 
2013.  It was the former home 
of Esme Mercer, the widow 
of Colonel Mercer.  By 
chance Martin discovered that 
the owner before that, 
Brigadier Gradidge, was the 
grandfather of a friend, as a 
result of which he was able to 
get hold of a cache of old 
photographs of the house.  He 
is keen to find out more about 
its history.  After the sale the 
house underwent a great deal 
of  repair and restoration, not 
least because water was 
flowing out from the front 
door when Martin first saw it, 
the result of a burst pipe.  The 
lordship of the manor passes 
with the title deeds so Martin 
is officially Lord of the 
Manor of Fulbrook, although 
he says this does not confer 
any special privileges.  No 
droit de seigneur, then.  When 
he has any time away from 
cars he relaxes with his 
Thames launch.  This is 
another classic, built in 1901. 

He keeps it at Lechlade.  “I chug up and down the Thames 
on a summer afternoon”.  Another classic he owns is a 
Second World War Willys jeep.  He enjoys their garden 
although Tania is the head gardener.  Jack is now at 
Newcastle University while Harry is at Cirencester College 
as well as working part time at the Carpenters Arms. 
     The Classic Car Hub is a treasure trove of motoring 
history.  There are usually around 50 cars for sale in 
addition to a permanent collection of historic vehicles such 
as Bentleys from the 1920s.   Not all of them are 
stratospherically priced.  We were particularly impressed 
by a 1967 Ferrari 275 GTS (the middle picture), one of 200 
made.  It had elegant, understated lines.  Just the thing in 
which to draw up in front of the Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc at 
Antibes.  The label said price on application. So we 
applied.  £1.275 million was the answer.  Perhaps we’ll 
stick with the Golf.  Anyone is welcome to go in and have 
a look around, and perhaps have a drink in the coffee shop.  
Martin points out that you cannot judge by appearances 
and anyone who comes in could be a prospective buyer.  
But if you do go, please remember not to kick the tyres. 
Editors  
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
As I write this, we are in 
the middle of the 
COP26 conference 
which is focussing the 
world’s attention on the 
potential climate change 
crisis. At the council 
meeting this month, 
following a request from 
the Burford 
Environmental Action 
Group, the council 
resolved to do our part 
and to support the 
Climate and Ecology 
Emergency Bill, which is 
a private members bill with cross party support. The CEE 
Bill is supported by many local councils, including 
Oxfordshire County Council. The council will be writing 
an open letter to Robert Courts MP to urge him to sign up 
to support the bill. 
     On 19 November we were honoured to welcome His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester to Burford to plant 
the inaugural tree at the first of our planned two 
community orchards as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy 
Jubilee celebrations. The orchards will be mainly planted 
in late February or early March by volunteers. I have to 
thank Lucy Staveley, who has put in so much work to 
make this project a success. * 
     The council have agreed to form a committee to include 
interested residents to raise funds for a new play park to 
replace our aged play area on the recreation ground: long 
overdue I hear you say!  Anyone interested to join, please 
let Maggie Andrews our Town Clerk know on 823647 or at 
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk.  
     The work to replace the worn out western High Street 
pavement is progressing well and will hopefully be 
complete by the time you read this. Also the replacement 
of the beams to hold the repaired clock on the Tolsey 
should be completed, hopefully to last another 100 years. 
The scaffolding for raising the new beam is quite a 
construction! 
     The planning application to extend the Guildenford 
carpark was finally refused by WODC due mainly to the 
impact of the plan on the Grade 1 listed Church, much to 
the disappointment of the council. There appear to be few 
other potential sites for a new car park which are practical 
for visitors to walk into the town, so regrettably parking in 
Burford at busy times will remain a problem, 
limiting the number of visitors and causing 
some difficulties for residents. Derek Cotterill 
has put in so much time and effort on behalf of 
the council to try to get a new car park for 
Burford; I am so sorry his efforts were all in 
vain. 
     Finally, please come to the Civic Carol 
Service in St John the Baptist Church at 3.30pm 
on Sunday 12 December, and for drinks in the 
Lady Chapel afterwards, and may I, on behalf 
of the whole of Burford Town Council, wish 
you all a very Happy Christmas, and a peaceful 
and healthy 2022. 
Peter Higgs - Mayor 
* Please see www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for 
photographs - Ed 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Firstly, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the 
best for a healthy and happy 2022. 
     Now it is time for me to sign off after 16 years as your 
district councillor. There have been successes and failures 
and, I am sure, some will be glad to see me go; maybe one 
or two will be sorry. 
     Being the district councillor also brings with it the 
membership of the executive committee of the Oxfordshire 
Association of Local Councils (OALC). Not that I’ve done 
much there but the OALC does valuable work in training 
town and parish councillors, clerks, etc., and in providing 
legal support. It certainly deserves a mention. 
     I am also an appointed trustee of the Burford School 
Foundation and that has proved a more contentious role. 
Firstly I was chairman and now treasurer; it has been 
during my time that the Foundation has promoted the 
development of the Shilton Road field. This has put a 
considerable amount of money into the Foundation 
endowment funds enabling the Foundation to fund projects 
for the school and students through university etc., to a far 
greater degree than at any time in the past. Hopefully, the 
project will bring some younger blood into Burford as I sit 
amongst vacant holiday, weekend and AirBnB properties in 
the older part of Burford. What are neighbours? 
     The Shilton Road site will provide 45 “affordable” 
houses and 46 open market properties plus 60 extra care 
apartments and, eventually, a 64 bed care home. 
“Affordable” is a government definition for properties 
rented from a housing association where rent cannot go 
above 80% of the commercial rent in that area. 
     With the town council it has also been possible to build 
about 40 new “affordable” properties in the Frethern Close 
area, eastwards from Frethern and on land which was 
formerly garages. 
     The thorny issues which my successor will encounter 
are: the need for a larger car park - there are 60 businesses 
in the High Street which will press for this; flood control, 
also, as we progress into warmer, wetter times and the 
1300s bridge arches get choked with the quantity of water 
coming downstream. That puts 15 properties and the Grade 
1 listed church at risk, flooded in 2007 and nearly so in 
December 2020. The mill stream is choked with 
vegetation, the Witney Street mill had a sluice 30 years ago 
which a previous owner replaced with a solid wall, so silt 
is building up and water flow is too slow to prevent the 
bridge arches from choking. When they do, water rises into 
the lower High Street. 
     Finally, the Coles Field issue might have been put to 

bed before that successor arrives and the 
HGV ban will, hopefully, have been 
confirmed.  
     The above have been the major issues 
but there have been numerous personal 
matters which GDPR prevents me 
listing. Some are associated with the 252 
listed buildings in Burford and more in 
Taynton. Planning matters have 
obviously concerned the entire ward of 
Burford, Fulbrook and Taynton but, 
luckily, there are capable councils and 
parish meetings to keep the wheels 
turning. 
Onwards and upwards… thanks to all 
those who supported me. 

                             Derek Cotterill - 10 November 2021 
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After a particularly innovative year in which we pioneered 
our use of Zoom, continued to produce the monthly e-
magazines, then moved our location to the Warwick Hall, 
launched a new website whilst simultaneously welcoming 
a record number of new members, we catch our breath in 
December. By tradition, we do not meet this month. 
     In turn, the town’s much appreciated Bridge magazine 
team will then be re-charging their batteries by not 
producing a January edition, so we will be unable to post 
an article next month. Consequently to whet your appetite 
about our 2022 programme, here are some early visual 
clues re what you can look forward to next year. 

 

But we will start with our ever popular AGM, on 15 

February. Happily this can once again be in person, thus 
necessitating the reintroduction of our crowd control 
measures. Next year’s anticipated rush for seats and 
relentless scramble to join the committee, could be more 
intense due to the attraction of the subsequent talk. This 
will be given by our erstwhile Supreme Leader, John 
White, entitled ‘I came here to retire!’ 
     Further details will follow nearer the date, but in the 
meantime, you can guarantee your place by clicking on 
‘Events’ on our new, all singing and dancing website. A 
huge thank you is due to everyone who now as a matter of 
course registers online to attend our events. This is a great 
help in enabling us to anticipate and manage the seating 
arrangements.   
     We would also like to thank the Warwick Hall 
management team and their fantastic volunteers who, 
despite encountering a challenging staffing situation, have 
rallied round to do their best to ensure that our meetings 
have been able to continue as originally planned. 

Memberships, which run for a calendar year from  
1 January, will shortly be due for renewal at a cost of £10 
per person, for five talks, an annual visit and a free garden 
party.  Your prompt renewal of subscriptions would be 
much appreciated. New members are warmly welcomed 
and can download an application form from our website. 
In the meantime, the Committee join me in wishing you a 
wonderful Christmas and a safe and enjoyable 2022. 
Peter - Chairman                 peteremartin@btinternet.com     
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

********************************************** 

BURFORD ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
GROUP, the BEAGles 

With the climate and environmental issues being of major 
concern to us all now, it can sometimes feel like an 
impossible issue to address. One of the ways we can all 
start to make a difference, however, is by reducing food 
wastage. 
     A local initiative, Witney Food Revolution (WFR), is 
tackling just that. Good food that would otherwise be 
wasted is shared with the local community, their main aim 
being to reduce the one third of all food that is thrown 
away, and to support people living in food poverty. WFR 
runs two separate initiatives near the back entrance of the 
Methodist church in the centre of Witney. 
     The Community Fridge, now in its third year, is open to 
all on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 10-12. All food 
supplied is within its use-by date and is usually surplus 
food which would otherwise be wasted.  It’s collected daily 
from local supermarkets or from partner food redistribution 
organisations such as the Oxford Food Hub. They also 
receive surplus greengrocery items from allotment holders. 
The food they give out is a mixture of vegetables, fruit, 
dairy products, bread, pastries, cakes and sweets.  
     The Community Larder is a membership organisation 
providing at least ten items of non-perishables (pasta, tins, 
etc.) per week plus free fruit and vegetables. Members pay 
a one-off £10 joining fee, plus a weekly subscription of 
£3.50 (collected monthly by direct debit). For this they 
have access to on average £12-15 of food with plenty of 
choice – and larger families can pay double for double the 
amount. It’s open on Wednesdays from 3pm to 7pm. The 
food – and membership – is via a Didcot-based charity, 
SOFEA, which provides surplus food, training and 
opportunities to young people and organisations.  
     In the six months to the end of September 2021 WFR 
saved 32 TONNES of food from being wasted – that’s the 
equivalent of 220,000 carrots! In the same period they gave 
out food to local householders 6,400 times. In some cases 
these are householders who are struggling to make ends 
meet and in others people who are keen to come along and 
take food that would otherwise be wasted. 
     Both initiatives are run entirely by volunteers and are 
always on the lookout for more help with collections, 
serving householders, administration, and cleaning. If 
you’re interested in helping, please contact 
info@witneyfoodrevolution.com or visit 
www.witneyfoodrevolution.com for more information. 
Our next meeting is at the Royal Oak on 13 December at 
7.30pm, and in January we’re meeting at the Mermaid on 
the 17th, again at 7.30. Look forward to seeing you there! 
As always, please email andy.hayter@gmail.com if you 
have any questions. 
Andy Hayter 
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FROM PCSO MOULDING, 

Hello all, 
Well, the clocks have gone back now, and the evenings are 
well and truly drawing in early, 
I bring your attention to this because now is the time, more 
than most in the year, that we should be assessing our 
domestic and personal safety and security. 
I have put together a few top tips below for you to be 
aware of. 
1. Leave a light or two on in the house, or get some plug in 
timers which will automatically turn the lights on when 
you are out. 
2. When you are out, please make sure you have a fully 
charged phone, and if you are alone and walking then 
phone someone and talk to them while you make your way 
home. 
3. Ensure all locks, security lights and gates are up to the 
job of protecting your property. 
4. Christmas will soon be here, so avoid placing presents in 
plain view under the tree. I would suggest Christmas Eve 
when you are in would be a good time to set them out. 
5, Any boxes, wrappers of new items such as TVs, phones, 
and games consoles should be 
placed in the rubbish out of 
view and in the house, to avoid 
revealing what has been 
bought. 
6, Lastly, this time of year 
brings cold callers to our area. 
The choice is yours if you 
choose to buy or not, but my 
advice is to politely say NO 
and ring 101 to report. 
Thank you, and stay safe. 
Darryn Moulding 
who really looks like this - Ed 

********************************************** 

BEFORE WE WERE GREEN 
Checking out at the supermarket recently, the young 
cashier suggested I should bring my own bags because 
plastic bags weren’t good for the environment. I apologised 
and explained, “We didn’t have this green thing back in my 
earlier days“. 

The cashier responded, “That’s our problem today. Your 
generation did not care enough to save our environment 
for future generations“. 
     She was right about one thing–our generation didn’t 
have the green thing in “Our” day. So what did we have 
back then? After some reflection and soul-searching on 
“Our” day, here’s what I remembered we did have…. 
     Back then, we returned milk bottles, pop bottles and 
beer bottles to the shop or they were collected from us. The 
returns were sent back to the factory to be washed and 
sterilised and refilled, so it could use the same bottles 
repeatedly. So they really were recycled. But we didn’t 
have the green thing back in our day. 
     We walked up stairs, because we didn’t have an 
escalator in every shop and office building. We walked to 
the shops and didn’t climb into a 300-horsepower machine 
every time we had to go a short distance. But she was right. 
We didn’t have the green thing in our day. 
     Back then, we washed the baby’s nappies because we 
didn’t have the throw-away kind. We dried clothes on a 
line, not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 240 
volts — wind and solar power really did dry our clothes 
back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes 
from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new 
clothing. But that young lady is right. We didn’t have the 
green thing back in our day. 
     Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house — not 
a TV in every room. And the TV had a small screen the 
size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the 
size of Wales. In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by 
hand because we didn’t have electric machines to do 
everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send 
in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to cushion 
it, not  plastic bubble wrap. 
     Back then, we didn’t fire up an engine and burn petrol 
just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on 
human power. We exercised by working so we didn’t need 
to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on 
electricity. But she’s right. We didn’t have the green thing 
back then. 
     We drank from a water fountain when we were thirsty 
instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had 
a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead 
of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a 
razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just 
because the blade got blunt. But we didn’t have the green 
thing back then. 
     Back then, people took the bus, and kids rode their 
bikes to school or walked instead of turning their mums 
into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical socket in 
a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen 
appliances. And we didn’t need a computerised gadget to 
receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in 
space in order to find the nearest taxi service. 
     But isn’t it sad the current generation laments how 
wasteful we old people were just because we didn’t have 
the green thing back then? 
Anon 
We suspect that many readers will have seen this piece as it 
has been widely circulated online, but we thought we 
would include it for those who have not.  Thanks to Jane 
Tunnell-Westmacott for suggesting it. It presents an 
interesting  point of view although it does beg the question 
about which generation was responsible for introducing 
plastic bottles, escalators, kitchen appliances and the other 
developments (advances?) mentioned - Ed.   
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 Lecture Wednesday 8 December at 11am 
Warwick Hall or via Zoom  

The Christmas Story in Medieval Art 
With Sally Dormer.  

This lecture will be held at the Warwick Hall and via Zoom 
for those who prefer. Further information will be circulated 
via the newsletter and website. 
 
It was during the Middle Ages that 
many of the familiar images 
associated with the Christmas story 
were devised and popularised, 
including the stable in Bethlehem 
inhabited by the ox and ass. What 
were the sources for these images? 
Are they always of Biblical origin? 
This lecture, illustrated by images 
taken from sources as diverse as 
illuminated manuscripts, church 
portals, liturgical vestments, stained 
glass windows and goldsmiths’ work, will tell the stories 
surrounding Christ’s birth and investigate the often 
surprising sources for certain aspects of this well known 
narrative. 
     Sally is a lecturer and tutor for the Early Medieval Year 
Course at the V&A. Dean of European Studies for two US 
universities, freelance lecturer for the Art Fund. BA 
(History) University of Durham; PhD (Medieval 
Manuscript illumination) and MA (Medieval History of 
Art) Courtauld Institute. 

Lecture 12 January 2022 
The Art of the Sublime with Colin Pink 

What is the sublime? In this talk we’ll examine definitions 
of the sublime, and ideas about our relationship to the 
world and the transcendent by thinkers such as Edmund 
Burke, Immanuel Kant and the early German Romantics.  
We’ll see how notions of the sublime have been manifested 
in art from ancient Greece to the present day, with a special 
focus on art from the early nineteenth century to now. 
Artists discussed include Caspar David Friedrich, J M W 
Turner, Frederic Edwin Church, Georgia O’Keeffe and 
abstract expressionists such as Mark Rothko, Barnett 
Newman, Clifford Still and Jackson Pollock. 
     Finally, we’ll examine how contemporary installation 
artists such as Yayoi Kusama, Richard Serra, James Turrell 
and Olafur Eliasson aim to induce sublime experiences in 
the viewer. 
     Colin Pink has a BA in Philosophy and Politics from the 
University of Southampton and a MA in the History of Art 
from Birkbeck, University of London. 
       Lectures take place from 11.00 – 12.00 in the Warwick 
Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Booking 
arrangements for the Warwick Hall are on the lectures page 
of the website below. Visitors are welcome for a suggested 
donation of £10. 
     For more information, please contact Frances Sparkes 
on 01993 823943 or by email 
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please see the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes 

*********************************************** 

GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

 
The guided walks programme has restarted and Cotswold 
Wardens are once again leading the public on walks in a 
safe and careful way. Details of the walks available are 
described on the website (below). Please check walk 
details carefully including whether booking is necessary. 

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
guided-walks/ 

Ford via the medieval village of Pinnock – Tuesday 7th 
December – Moderate 3.5hr 7ml 
A very enjoyable walk with some interesting history. 
Lunch available at the excellent Plough Inn, Ford, 
following the walk. Bring a snack/drink. 
Start: 10.00 am layby opposite the Plough Inn, Ford. OS 
Map ref: SP 088 294. 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be 
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but 
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some 
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough 
underfoot and ascents and descents 
may be steep. We welcome guide and 
hearing dogs - sorry, others not 
allowed.   

Walks are free although we do invite 
donations to help fund our 
conservation and improvement work. 
Sheila Wasley 
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 Celebrating a small town 

In June 2022 the Burford Festival is proposing a 
performance of Dylan Thomas’s Under Milk Wood. 
Described by The Times as ‘probably the most enchanting 
work for broadcasting ever written`, the play was 
premiered by the BBC in 1954. Under Milk Wood tells the 
impressionistic story of one day in the life of the fictional 
(and anadromic)* Welsh fishing town of Llareggub, with 
its very human characters, from stiffly conventional to 
wildly picaresque. It is a brilliant piece of sound-painting, 
not quite written in poetry but more in what Thomas 
himself described as `prose with blood-pressure`. 

     Llareggub is by the sea, and 
Burford couldn’t be further from 
it. But a small town is a small 
town, to be celebrated, wherever 
it is. Come and help us do so, 
by taking part in the play. 
Together we’ll meet 80 or more 
vivid characters, including 
Captain Cat the blind sea-
captain, Polly Garter the lovely 
single mum, the officious Mrs 
Ogmore-Pritchard, the poetic 
Revd Eli Jenkins, Mog Edwards 
and Myfanwy Price, madly in 

(unrequited) love, the Cherry 
Owens whose love is very much requited, and Organ 
Morgan who loves only Johann Sebastian Bach. Observing 
everyone, and understanding all their thoughts, are the two 
mysterious Voices, who tell us the story.  
     We will need 20 or more players, young and old, to 
cover them all. Don’t worry about having to learn lines - 
this will be a ‘dramatised reading’ with books in hand. 
Don’t worry, either, about not having a Welsh accent 
(though it would be great if you did) - you’ll certainly need 
enthusiasm and a sense of fun, but the brilliant script does 
the rest. And don’t worry about not having acted before - 
our production is for local people, and we can explore the 
play together. We want to make the experience as 
enjoyable as possible, both for those taking part and those 
who see it. 
* makes another word when read backwards - Ed 

The Festival is on 10 to 19 June 2022. We would need to 
rehearse a few times during the previous month, so you 
would need to be available then. The first thing though is 
to let us know if you are interested in being in it, onstage 
or backstage. This will give us an indication of numbers. 
The next step, after Christmas, would be to have a read-
through and begin to assign parts. 
If you are interested, please email me at 
b.risebero@btinternet.com, and we can take it from there. 
Bill Risebero 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD SINGERS 
Bach St John Passion Saturday, 9 April 2022, 

7.00pm Cirencester Parish Church, Market Place 
Cirencester GL7 2NX 

  Burford Singers with 
William Wallace (Evangelist) 

Jon Stainsby (Christus) 
Jessica Cale (Soprano) 
James Neville (Alto) 
Freddie Long (Bass) 

Baroque Ensemble Canzona 
Theresa Caudle (Leader) 
Conductor: Brian Kay 

  Tickets £25 (reserved) and £15 (unreserved) 
Postal booking opens 13 Jan, closes 28 Jan 2022 

Via The Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford 
OX18 4QJ 

Booking form available from https://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/events/ 

Online booking from  20 February to 8 April 2022 
(Booking fee applies)  available at https://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/ 

Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) from 
20 February to 8 April from The Madhatter Bookshop, 122, 
High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ and Cirencester Visitor 
Information Centre, Corinium Museum, Park Street, 
Cirencester GL7 2BX and on the door.  Full details on our 
website https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/events/ 
Catherine Martin 

*********************************************** 

LENTHALL CONCERTS 

Wednesday 8 December – Ben Holder Trio.  One of the 
foremost jazz violinists performs a varied programme 
including Autumn Leaves and St Louis Blues. 
  Wednesday 12 January – Fidelio Piano Trio plays Haydn, 
Dvorak & Schubert. 
  The concerts are at Burford School and start at 7:30.  
Advance tickets (£14) can be obtained from Madhatter 
bookshop, by ringing 824949 or via the website 
(www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk).  Tickets on the night cost 
£16. 
Nigel Barraclough 
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AS I WAS SAYING……………………… 
Time for a rant. Paranoia may be the new pandemic, it’s 
certainly catching. The fact that you are not paranoid does 
not mean that you’re not being followed, if you will excuse 
the triple negative. But is it paranoid to believe that 
Burford is under attack, that someone or something has it 
in for us? Consider the evidence. 
First, the closure of the Visitor Information Centre. It is a 
commonplace and true assertion that economically we 
survive on visitor income. We provide the second largest 
contribution to West Oxfordshire’s tourist economy after 
Blenheim Palace. The VIC was a highly important 
generator of that income directing visitors to restaurants, 
hotels, B & Bs, shops and, crucially, lavatories. Yet it was 
closed down without any proper consultation on the 
fallacious and specious basis that only digital services were 
viable, that visitors don’t want to speak to actual people. It 
was a bonkers decision – and it threw good people out of 
work. 
Secondly, our application for planning permission for an 
extension of our car park was refused despite the fact the 
WODC’s research and parking policy decrees that we 
should have an extra 200 car parking spaces. This was not 
a decision based on what the town wants and needs but 
based on objections from vast faceless monoliths like 
Historic England and the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England which had not bothered to visit the site. Indeed I 
suspect that the objections were made by robots 
programmed to say no if there is a blade of grass in sight. 
Paranoid, moi? 
Thirdly, the Windrush. Thanks to WASP, Thames Water 
has now ’fessed up to poisoning the river for years. We 
cannot claim exclusivity here because it is clear beyond 
doubt that pollution has taken place up and down the 
Windrush and most other rivers in the country as well. But 
the fact that Burford has not been targeted alone does not 
make the attack on us any more palatable. 
Fourthly, my favourite topic, HGVs. There are perfectly 
respectable and responsible reasons why neighbouring 
villages should be anxious about the effect on them of our 
weight limit and want to do something or have something 
done about it but the deliberate attempt to make bad blood 
between adjoining communities is obnoxious. Burford will 
fight as hard to protect its neighbours as it will to protect 
itself but selfish extremism will make it that more difficult. 
Fifthly, Cole’s Field. At the time of writing, the application 
to build a small city is still under consideration so I will not 
try to anticipate the result. But we should never have been 
faced with the anxiety and apprehension that such a 
proposal is bound to engender, especially among those who 
live close to Cole’s Field. The right decision was made in 
2018, we should stick by it. 
Sixthly and last, the bins! This is a new one. I look out of 
my window at a long line of bright blue recycling bins and 
less flamboyant black bottle boxes – evidence of 
outrageous excess no doubt for which we deserve to be 
punished – and fume. Covid and the driver shortage seem 
to have come as a complete surprise to Ubico which has 
taken over bin collection from WODC. Please take it back, 
WODC, it worked so well when you 
were in charge. 
That’s the case for being paranoid. 
Are we downhearted –NO! Will we 
overcome –YES! 
Here endeth the rant – Merry 
Christmas! 
John White 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 
   Members of Rotary planted another 3500 crocuses on 
Burford High Street on Sunday 24 October to celebrate and 
raise awareness of World Polio Day. The sun shone to help 
their efforts. We look forward to an even better show in 
February next year when they bloom with others planted 
last year.  The purple flower is the symbol of polio.   

Rotary Supporting Other Charities 
  Latest update:  Mike Clarke and family and friends have 
raised over £1500 for Prostate Cancer UK by doing a 
virtual bike ride to Land’s End   
       On 18 October Lawrence Home Nursing Team gave us 
a very moving and informative talk. The team has provided 
specialist end of life care, enabling patients to die at home 
with wonderful care, reassurance and self-respect. Rotary 
is going to buy them a screen and projector to help them 
with their presentations to spread the word about this 
amazing local charity.    On 25 October our district 
governor visited the club to update on District news. 
     On 3 December Charter Night and Christmas Dinner at 
Burford Golf Club  
        Do think about joining us. We are really 
keen to increase our membership, and you 
will be given a warm welcome. Why not 
come for a taster meeting. All you have to 
do is email our secretary, John Smith 
jpw.smith@jasss.co.uk 
Ros Richardson - President Burford and 
Kingham Rotary  

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook

For more information about missed bin 
collections, and how to report them, please 

refer to our website as above - Ed
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Seventy-five years ago, this detailed line engraving was 
created by Stanley Anderson as part of his series depicting 
traditional British crafts. It shows the last saddler of 
Burford, Mr William Bowl, at his workshop bench looking 
out onto Witney Street. Note the Heythrop Hunt calendar 
for 1946 in the window.  
Whilst engraving the plate, Anderson (who was just 20 
years younger than his subject) wrote in a letter “The 
saddler is a dear old craftsman of 82 who still rides to 
hounds with ageless zest and has not missed a meet for 63 
years”. 
Anderson shows Mr Bowl working on the collar for a 
heavy horse but, with two saddles and light bridles in the 
background, perhaps the artist was indicating that there 
was more demand for riding than for farm work in post-
war Britain.  

This brass name plate is on the noseband of one of the last 
full sets of harness made by Mr Bowl – this one 
commissioned as a wedding present for Mr Dix, latterly of 
Field Assarts. It  was presented to the Tolsey Museum by 
the family in his memory.  

The British writer on ruralism, H. J. Massingham, said in 
his book The Wisdom of the Fields (1945) “Mr Bowl 
belongs to an age that has passed”.  
The Anderson engraving of The Old Saddler thus stands as 
a memorial to the craftsmen of all ages, known and 
unknown, who have plied their trade in Burford.  
Chris Walker 

*********************************************** 
BURFORD & DISTRICT 

HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 
In October we had our penultimate talk of the year.  It was 
given by the “two Sues” on Wild Flowers – Remedies 
Myths and Legends.   They had visited us previously to 
talk about butterflies and this interest had led them to 
another field, the flowers that attracted butterflies.  Again 
they had a huge collection of beautiful slides illustrating a 
year of Cotswold wild flowers from snowdrops onwards. 
     Janet Copley said that the committee had almost 
finalised the programme for 2022.  This would include a 
car outing in April and a coach outing on 18 August to 
Coughton Court.  Janet reminded us that it was not too late 
to plant bulbs and that the Spring Show would be on 2 
April. 
David Day 

*********************************************** 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY 
I love Wallace & Gromit. I particularly like the part in their 
films where Wallace tucks into his favourite cheese.  This 
had a phenomenal effect on the sales of  Wensleydale 
cheese – sales shot up overnight by over 23%! 
     A similar thing has happened recently. Well, Wallace 
has not actually been visiting our shop but the after-effects 
of Brexit and the Coronavirus pandemic have seen demand 
for specialist cheeses soar – and we are keen to spread the 
message about handcrafted British cheeses.  The pandemic 
has meant that many people have been able to take more 
time to shop, and that lends itself to a more considered 
experience and a willingness to explore. 
     So what sets fine British cheeses apart from their 
European counterparts ? 
The past 30 years have seen a resurgence of British artisan 
cheeses, forced in part by the demise of decent milk 
returns. There’s a quiet revolution going on in British 
cheeses. In villages, towns and cities across the UK an 
enthusiastic new generation of artisan producers is 
breathing fresh life into a world long perceived as old 
fashioned and – let’s be honest - a little bit boring.  
     British cheesemaking is now in the throes of a revival 
as exciting as the craft beer uprising. In the UK there are 
over 700 different named cheeses being produced, with 
craftsmanship that rivals the finest the Continent has to 
offer.  
     Many customers are unaware of the range of home-
produced cheeses available. We have expanded the range 
of cheeses we now offer. We price them competitively and 
are happy to let you taste any of the cheeses we have in 
stock. 
Christmas is the ideal time to try something new and we 
can also put our cheeses in a hamper for you. This makes 
the ideal festive gift when you are visiting friends. 
Sally Colter and Steve Colter, Bumbles 
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It was with considerable sadness that we learned of the 
deaths of two of our significant past WI members, Ann 
Kenny and Nora Thomas.  Ann had been part of the 
bedrock of our group for over 40 years.  She led the group 
as president, treasurer and secretary many times throughout 
those years, charming us all with her keen sense of humour 
and wicked wit.  She also served the wider Oxfordshire WI 
family as an advisor.  When I became secretary and 
president I was truly indebted to her for her support and 
wise guidance through the complexities of management.  
Nora joined the WI in 2001 and served as president in 
2006, 2007 and 2008 and served on the committee for 
many more years until 2014.  Both will be missed and 
fondly remembered. 
     Our last meeting saw members exercising their practical 
skills as we grappled with the complexities of accurate 
paper folding to make beautiful ‘Kusudama’ paper 
Japanese flowers under the guidance of Karen from the 
Lechlade Craft Barn. All our flowers looked beautiful if 
not exactly like our experts’!  Congratulation to Jenny 
Craven who won the annual Rose-Bowl competition with 
her cleverly constructed two coloured flower. 

We are delighted to announce an evening of Christmas 
Songs and Carols on Tuesday 14 December. We are very 
fortunate to have Hilary Tadman Robins and Jo Glyde, 
from Fulbrook, who will be leading the music/songs for the 
evening accompanied by mulled wine, non-alcoholic apple 
and cinnamon and festive nibbles with our teas/coffees. 
The only request is to wear something Christmassy to add 
some sparkle.  This should be a really fun evening.  Our 
meeting on 11 January will be a virtual one when we will 
catch up with friends over Zoom and we will meet for a 
festive New Year’s Supper at the Cotswold Gateway on 18 

January. 
     The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. For further 
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or 
contact Jane Arnell our secretary at gjaarnell@icloud.com 
or on 01993 822755. Alternatively contact our president, 
Ginny Renwick on 07802 351888 or 
FABWI.ginny@gmail.com. 
May we extend seasonal greetings to all our FaB WI 
friends and members. 
Angela Weller 

PLANTING EVENTS 
The Community Allotment  

We’ve spent lots of lovely autumn days at the allotment 
and Sunday afternoons in the company of our wonderful 
fellow gardeners is a real highlight of the week! We’ve 
been harvesting lots of veg, building compost heaps, 
sowing wildflowers for the insects and planning for next 
year.  The pre-school have been along and planted daffodil 
bulbs so we look forward to potting those up in the spring.  
We’d like to build a raised bed so they can come along 
more regularly and plant their own veg and flowers- if 
you’d like to perfect your DIY skills and help us to build 
one, do please be in touch!  Everyone is extremely 
welcome to come along – we meet on Sunday afternoons 
and often during the week as well.  
Lucy.staveley@gmail.com 0792 986 1712 

Action Stations! The Burford Tree Initiative and 
local environmental action 

With COP-26 well under way at the time of writing, here in 
Burford the Burford Environmental Action Group 
(BEAGles) are working hard to help our local 
environment.  The group is going from strength to strength 
with regular energetic meetings, matched with very 
positive local action (repair cafés, town clean ups, local 
campaigning about Windrush sewage pollution, and 
participating in county wide networks and initiatives).  In 
November, Burford Town Council signed the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Bill.  This demonstrates a real 
commitment on behalf of the Town Council, and over the 
coming months the BEAGles will be on hand to help them 
to develop an Environmental Action Plan for the town.   
     The Burford Tree Initiative is now in its third year.  This 
Autumn we have a large-scale planting at the Blue Cross as 
well as planting two community orchards in the town. The 
aim of the Initiative is to encourage appropriate local tree 
planting (as well as supporting other habitats such as 
species rich grassland) and the linking up of our trees and 
hedgerows to create corridors for wildlife.  I am involved 
in a number of working groups supporting local tree 
champions across the county to plant trees, but also with 
Oxford University and local farmers’ groups to plan larger-
scale planting.  If we are to meet our Climate Change 
targets at the county level we will need to double tree cover 
by 2050;  this means establishing 400 hectares of new 
woodland in Oxfordshire, some 0.15% of total land area, 
every year between now and 2050.  An ambitious goal (but 
significantly lower than the land zoned for housing 
development!).   
If you would like to be involved in any aspect of tree 
planting or to join the BEAGles, please get in touch – 
burfordtrees@gmail.com  
Lucy Staveley 

BURFORD CIVIC CAROL SERVICE 
Sunday 12 December At 3.30 PM 

At St John The Baptist Church, Church Green 
Everyone Is Welcome  

Drinks Will Be Served After The Service 

Please come and enjoy Christmas carols and 
support your local councillors 

Town Clerk
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BURFORD SCHOOL 
Where did the time go?  

It seems only a minute since we all returned to school in 
September and yet Christmas is looming large! Our Year 7 
students have settled well, made new friends, found their 
way around school, got the measure of late buses and fire 
drill and most of them are now able to keep tabs on their 
sports kit – which does always seem to want to wander! 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
We organised our Sixth Form Open Evening into two parts 
this year and set up in our large sports hall, to ensure there 
was adequate space for visitors. This proved to be a good 
move as both sessions were fully booked well in advance, 
with considerable interest from students not currently 
attending Burford.  The headteacher and head of Sixth 
Form gave a short address, followed by the Heads of 
School, and visitors were then welcome to discuss the 
particular subjects that interested them and find out about 
the wider Sixth Form offer.  

Remembering 
This year our assemblies throughout the week of 
Remembrance focussed, not only on those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in a variety of conflicts, but also 
those who currently serve to ensure peace and freedom.  
On each day of the week we were visited by a member of 
the armed services who spoke about their personal 
experiences and their understanding of remembrance.   We 
held our usual silence on Thursday 11th and the boarding 
students attended the service in the town on the Sunday. 

Charter Day 
Our 450th celebrations continued in November with our 
annual Charter Day.  In recognition of this major 
anniversary the day was attended by two VIP guests.  We 
were honoured to have a member of the royal family join 
us for our Thanksgiving Service and a former member of 
parliament attended our senior prizegiving in the evening.  
The students created a film recording the unusual nature of 
2020/21 and how they had all managed to keep learning 
during COVID.  

Dates for your Diary 
A Christmas Miscellany at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford  
15 December 2021 
Quiz & Curry Night – 21 January 2022  
Tickets are available on ticketsource. 
Finally: We have a vacancy in the boarding house for a 
pastoral care assistant.  If you, or anyone you know, may 
be interested, please visit our website at 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year from all at Burford School! 
Sarah Duckworth 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD PRE-SCHOOL  

Preparing for Festive Fun 
With the countdown on until Christmas, no doubt Father 
Christmas is checking his naughty or nice list and the elves 
are hard at work at the north pole! 
     The children of Burford Pre-School are just as busy as 
they start their preparations and rehearsals for our annual 
Christmas Nativity. We look forward to welcoming parents 
to this special performance (with safety measures in place). 
     In addition, our wonderful committee members and 
parents of the pre-school have started arrangements for our 
Christmas party taking place on Thursday 16th December. 
Thank you to everyone from the local community who has 
ever so kindly donated a raffle prize. This will go a very 
long way to support the pre-school and raise funds for 
resources and experiences for the children. 
After a very successful summer sponsored walk, the 
children once again took part in our autumnal sponsored 
walk on Thursday 25 November at the Burford Recreation 
Ground. What a wonderful opportunity to stay active and 
explore the nature around them. The children have recently 
planted some bulbs at the allotment, so will keep a close 
eye before they blossom in the spring. 
As always, we are welcoming new families to our pre-
school. If you would like to arrange a viewing please do 
contact us on:- 01993 824031 
Ola Caless 
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CAROLINE’S CLASSICS 

How would YOU winkle out a spy if 
your future depended on it? Does he or 
she have certain character traits, a tell-
tale look or act in a suspicious way? 
Will your quest put you in danger and 
would your findings even be believed? 
That’s the conundrum hapless hero 
Josef Vadassy faces when he’s issued 
with a chilling ultimatum on an 
innocent vacation at the Réserve on the 
Riviera. He must unmask one of his 
fellow guests at the  genteel pension or 
face deportation. 
     Eric Ambler is writing this slim gold nugget of a novel, 
Epitaph for a Spy in the 1930s, in a climate of fear, with 
Europe on the brink of war. Espionage is rife. The French 
police arrest modest-living, language teacher Vadassy on 
suspicion of being a spy, after a local chemist hands in a 
roll of his ‘holiday snaps’. The camera film contains 
incriminating shots of siege guns, the new naval defence at 
Toulon harbour, obviously taken by a trespasser. But how 
did the pictures get there? Our protagonist lives in France 
but is a dubious Hungarian refugee without permanent 
citizenship, which makes it even more probable he’s on a 
murky mission. Yet he’s eventually released – on condition 
he can be a cunning cat amongst the pigeons and prove 
‘who-really-dunnit’. The clock’s ticking as the tutor must 
be back at his language school in a few days. 
     Artful Ambler doesn’t give us a polished urbane sleuth 
in true 007-style, but a  complex character who is both a 
naive and blundering ‘victim’ and an affronted, arrogant 
man possessed by vindicating himself and outwitting the 
police. The initial interrogation of Vadassy by the 
Commissaire and the odious fat, perspiring and patronising 
detective Beghin is a peerless piece of writing. Vadassy 
see-saws back and forth from condescending sarcasm to 
barely suppressed panic as he fields mounting accusations 
in a spell-binding ‘rat-a-tat’ dialogue. Constantly shifting 
the balance of power from one man to the other, it’s 
furiously fast, farcical and fearsome. And this sets the tone 
for the rest of the twisting tale. 

This novel offers a microcosm of the world at that time, 
with its superbly observed cast of fellow suspicious guests 
from France, America, Switzerland, England and Germany 
as well as the manager and his wife. It’s simply brilliant 
and will make you want to devour all Ambler’s other 
books. 
Caroline Fisher 

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
Alice’s Book Group were agreed 
unanimously on one thing: they would 
like to stay at the Cretan hotel featured 
in Anthony Horowitz’s book, The 
Moonflower Murders. Opinions 
regarding the book itself were divided, 
however, but everyone enjoyed it to a 
greater or lesser degree. This is a 
sequel to The Magpie Murders, and 
features the same unusual format of 
setting a murder mystery book within 
a murder mystery book. This was 
mostly successful, though some found it rather 
disconcerting. In both books a female editor is led by 
circumstances to become a sleuth. In this one she is 
persuaded to investigate a murder where the clues to the 
killer are supposedly hidden within a murder story written 
by an author whose work she had edited and prepared for 
publication.  This, the complete novel within the novel, 
features a German detective, Atticus Punt, almost a clone 
of Hercule Poirot, and the writing is somewhat in the style 
of Agatha Christie, but no worse for that, indeed it is a 
good book.  I am afraid that the clues sprinkled throughout 
were hard to spot, and the rather smug denouement came 
as a surprise for they were so many and various, but really 
very clever.  
     Remarkably Horowitz writes the two stories in different 
styles, and both are pleasant to read. There are perhaps a 
few too many characters and side branches, but we liked 
the assertive female characters; half of us were thoroughly 
hooked, and the rest enjoyed the experience even if at 
times is seemed slightly heavy work. 
Mainland Greece features large in our next choice:  Blue 
Skies and Black Olives by John Humphrys, the broadcaster. 
Veral Marshall 

What a wonderful  year 2021 has been, not only for The Madhatter Bookshop but for books in general.  September was, of 
course,  a highlight of 2021 with the success of the inaugural Burford Lit Fest.  Thank you to all who supported us and I 
am delighted that Lit Fest 22 is under way.  You can register for information at www.burfordlitfest.co.uk 
     Despite fears over print supply, Super Thursday in October saw a bumper selection of new titles landing on our shelves 
from a newly discovered John Le Carré to biographies by music legend Dave Grohl and actor Daisy May Cooper and of 
course the much anticipated The Lyrics by Paul McCartney. 
     Christmas is certainly a splendid time to be in a bookshop, especially on Burford High Street.  There is a Dickensian 
feel  to the shop windows and our shelves are positively bursting with books for every age and, if you still cannot decide 
which book to buy, then why not give the gift of a Madhatter book subscription, a bespoke gift tailored to the recipient 
whatever their age and taste and each book is hand selected, beautifully wrapped and posted on a monthly basis – from 
three months to a year.  It truly is the perfect gift for every bibliophile.  As it is December we must mention a few of our 
favourites from 2021. If we have not already pressed a copy into your hand do pop in. 
Humankind by Rutger Bregman 
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 
A Clock of Stars, Beyond the Mountains by Francesca  Gibbons 
The Power of Geography by Tim Marshall 
Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender 
And Unipiggle because we all love a pig who thinks he is a Unicorn! 
Thank you for your support and from all the team at Madhatters we wish you and 
yours peace love and happiness this Christmas. 
Kim Harvey 
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WILDLIFE OBSERVED 
John Hanney kindly provided us with these photographs 
of creatures he saw in his garden in Fulbrook.  We have 
tentatively identified them as a roe deer, a barn owl and 
a rough-legged buzzard. 
Editors 

Whether it’s your Facebook, Amazon, or Netflix account, 
the explosion in popularity of online apps and services 
means more and more of us have to remember an 
increasingly long list of passwords. 

Unfortunately, some of us cope with this challenge by 
resorting to practices that leave our data, devices and 
money at risk - by using the same password across multiple 
accounts, or by creating simple passwords that could easily 
be guessed by hackers. Bad password practice is more 
prevalent than you might think - the UK’s National Cyber 
Security Centre carried out analysis of passwords leaked in 
data breaches and found that more than 23 million users 
worldwide used 123456 as a password. You can read 
more about it here: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/news/most-
hacked-passwords-revealed-as-uk-cyber-survey-exposes-
gaps-in-online-security  Here are some top tips that will 
make your life easier and your online accounts more 
secure: 
1: Creating memorable passwords 
A good way to create strong, memorable passwords is by 
using 3 random words. But remember, don’t use words that 
can be guessed (like your pet’s name). You can include 
numbers and symbols if you need to. For example, 
“RedPantsTree4!” 
2: Saving passwords in your browser 
Saving your password in your browser means letting your 
web browser (such as Chrome, Safari or Edge) remember 
your password for you. 
This can help: 
• make sure you do not lose or forget your passwords 
• protect you against some cyber crime, such as fake 

websites 
It is safer than using weak passwords, or using the same 
password in more than one place. 
3: Email account passwords 
If a hacker gets into your email account, they could: 
• reset your other online account passwords 
• access personal information you have saved about 

yourself or your business 
Your email password should be strong and different to all 
your other passwords. This will make it harder to crack or 
guess. 
For more of the government’s latest advice on how to stay 
secure online, visit the Cyber Aware website: https://
www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware 

********************************************** 

LETTER TO THE EDITORS 
Cedric Reavley takes me to task over my use of the word 
“acronym”, claiming that, for example, Radar is an 
acronym because it looks like a pronounceable word 
whereas BBC is a mere initialism because it doesn’t. He 
prays the venerable Fowler in aid. 
       It is a high risk strategy to cross swords with the town’s 
most eminent Scrabbler but I must remind him that 
language is a living thing and sometimes leaves Fowler’s 
pontifications well behind. This is one such time. 
Nowadays “acronyms” includes “initialisms”. As Merriam-
Webster puts it “ research shows that “acronym” is 
commonly used to refer to both types of abbreviations”. 
  Aspiring Chemists Remember Only Nonsense You 
Mention. 
John White 
On the subject of acronyms, we recall that aeons ago there 
was an organisation called the Federation of University 
Conservative and Unionist Associations.  It’s acronym was 
pronounced “Few-kew-a” - Ed 
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OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
FIRST THEY BANNED ‘CHAIRMAN’, NOW 
THEY WANT TO BAN MEAT AND DAIRY 
I had previously reported how the administration 
has banned the use of the word ‘chairman’. Now a 
member of the Liberal Democrat Green Alliance is 
bringing a motion to full council on 2 November 
to ban meat and dairy products from being served at 
council catered events and meetings. Veganism is a 
personal choice that should be respected but this attempt to 
dictate the diet of others is totally unacceptable. We need to 
show our support for our farmers, butchers and 
fishmongers at these difficult economic times.  
PROPOSALS FOR 20MPH SPEED LIMIT ACROSS 
OXFORDSHIRE TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

On 19 October the OCC Cabinet 
approved a proposal that has the 
objective of switching 85% of the 
county's 30mph speed limits to 
20mph. Whatever side of the 
argument residents are on, the 
proposal is unlikely to satisfy 
anyone. Key points are:  
•The plan is to spend £8m 
changing 30mph signs to 20mph 
signs.  
•The new lower limit is unlikely to 
be enforced by the police. 
•In the unlikely event of a 
speeding fine being issued, there is 
a high degree of probability it 
could be successfully legally 
challenged as the usual procedures 
will not have been followed. 
•Clearly the proposal hinges on 
drivers obeying the new limit as a 
matter of conscience. 
There are clear instructions on 
how villages and parish councils 
can apply for this limit and can be 
found at:  
www.Oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/roads-and-transport/
traffic/requesting-20mph 
CHANGES TO PARKING 
ENFORCEMENT WENT LIVE 
ON 1 NOVEMBER 
The way parking is controlled in 
parts of Oxfordshire has changed. 
From 1 November, OCC took 
responsibility for civil parking 
enforcement from Thames Valley 
Police. The council already 
enforces parking in Oxford. It has 
also delegated the role to the 
district council in West 
Oxfordshire. OCC is now taking 
over in South Oxfordshire, Vale of 
White Horse and at Cherwell 
District Council.  
BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS. 
The government confirmed £5.4bn 
for adult social care over the next 
three years though the health and 
social care levy. New grant funding 

of £1.6bn will be available in each of the next 
three years, on top of the funding to implement 
social care reform. This funding is intended to 
ensure the government can reform social care, 
increase investment in supporting vulnerable 
children and enable local authorities to continue to 
provide the other local services that people rely 
on. The chancellor pledged new grant funding of 

£4.8bn for local councils over the next three years, calling 
it "the largest increase in core funding for over a decade". 
This is expected to meet the increased costs of the national 
living wage, the increase in national insurance 
contributions arising from social care reforms and other 
inflationary pressures.  Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

The traffic was stopped as usual for the moving Remembrance Sunday 
Commemoration in Burford.  Photos kindly supplied by Pete Gould and 

Derek Cotterill.  
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HE WHO PAYS THE PIPER….. 
Jeremy Renwick was surprised to see Sally’s dog, Piper, 
serving customers in the Burford Post Office recently.. . 

******************************************** 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 

The library will be closed for a week between Christmas 
and New Year, but is otherwise open. It has a new stock of 
books arriving, funded by a donation from the Friends, as 
well as the usual changing supply funded by the county. 
But the library is not just about books. This is a community 
facility for anyone to come in, read the newspapers, 
consult a reference book or access a computer, including 
free access to sites for researching family history. It is also 
a space to be used, whether it is open or not, for clubs and 
societies. We have Scrabble on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 7.00, and a Creative Writing Group and the 
Burford Crafters hold meetings there. Some of the 
activities from before lockdown 
have yet to start up again, but we 
are looking to support the Library 
Manager in re-introducing a 
Reading Group and Rhyme Time. 
We want every resident in Burford 
to register for a library card and 
become part of our community. We 
have a few events lined up for next 
year but in the meantime, Happy 
Christmas! And if Santa Claus 
didn't bring you the book you 
wanted, order it from the library. 
Anne Youngson 

THE PHIVE TEAM UP WITH NATURE 
AND NURTURE 

Having worked within the Burford area for the past 15 
years, I thought it would be nice to share news of a new 
partnership. 
     I worked at Burford Primary School for 12 years 
between 2006 – 2018 employed by the former head Ellie 
Stacey. With a passion for literacy and phonics, I led 
literacy at the school and held the position of Senior 
Teacher for much of my time there.  During lockdown, 
using my skills and experience as a teacher, I designed and 
created a set of high quality, innovative cards which 
support a range of learning opportunities from phonics to 
storytelling. Enchanting Phonics and Storytelling Cards 
are now available to purchase following their launch back 
in October and are designed for a magical boost wherever 
inspiration, confidence and enthusiasm is needed!  Find out 
more on our website: www.thephive.com. 
     I work with my daughter, Olivia Duff who is a 
University of Leeds graduate in Product Design and Kate 
Parker who works with us as a freelance illustrator. Both 
Olivia and Kate attended the Primary and Secondary 
schools in Burford! 
     In a bid to keep everything sustainable and 
ethically produced, I have chosen the very best of materials 
and manufacturing processes here in the UK as well as 
teaming up with local social enterprise creator Lucy 
Staveley of Nature and Nurture supporting their Burford 
Tree initiative.  At The Phive, we donate a tree to Nature 
and Nurture for every sale and are proud to transfer our 
first donation of 250 trees which 
will be planted at The Blue Cross 
during November and December 
this year.   
If you would like to be involved 
in planting at the Blue Cross, 
please click this link to reserve a 
time slot! https://tinyurl.com/
blue-cross-planting  
Zoe Duff 

*********************************************** 

CHRISTMAS CARD PRIZE 
Burford estate agency Jackson Stops, have just announced 
the winner of the competition to design their annual 
Christmas Card, picked from entries drawn by Burford 
Primary School pupils.   They were delighted to present the 
chocolate and sweet hamper to the winner - William 
Harrison in Y5.  Head Teacher, 
Adam Clark says "We were really 
pleased to take this opportunity to 
work with Jackson Stops - the 
children have been really excited 
by the competition, and the 
generous donation they made to 
us will be used for new 
equipment in the Art 
Department.  It is great to see a 
local business caring about the 
young people in the community 
and contributing to the facilities 
we can offer them.” 
Gemma Finch 

DAVID CATLIN 

David Catlin has passed away peacefully at the age of 93. 
David was a barrister who spent most of his career with 
Glaxo until he retired in 1986.  He and his wife Sue then 
began to hatch plans for a small hotel in the Cotswolds, 
close to his beloved Oxford.  In 1988 they opened Elm 
Farm House Hotel, having purchased a Cotswold stone 
farmhouse in Fulbrook.  They spent five happy but hard 
years running the hotel.  Having created their vision of 
what a hotel needed, they then did most of the work 
themselves.  The business was never the key driver.  It was 
fun, and they immersed themselves in the local community.  
If they needed time for a concert in Oxford or a trip to the 
Royal Opera House, they would close the shop.  Their 
beloved dogs generally had priority over the guests but 
they made some great friends from around the world who 
kept coming back. 
     They finally retired fully in 1993, sold the hotel, and 
moved into Burford where they lived in a quiet corner of 
Tanners Lane for 26 years and exercised their passions for 
travel, opera and ballet, art, history, good food, 
grandchildren and of course, the dogs, but not necessarily 
in that order! 
     They developed a great love for Burford and the 
Cotswolds.  David was a churchwarden at Fulbrook 
Church, a trustee of Burford School Foundation, they ran 
the local branch of NADFAS (The Arts Society as it is now 
known), and they were regular tour guides in Burford. 
Sue passed away in 2016, and David sold up and moved to 
a care home near to his daughter in Buckinghamshire in 
2019. 
Robin Catlin
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THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 

Advertising Manager     Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist     David Mostyn 
Editors       Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections 
of the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information 
to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at 
the new Post Office for us to collect.  

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services 
are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The 
editors may refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge does not accept 
responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted for 
inclusion must give the name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any article, announcement, 
letter or advertisement to The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on our 
website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF OUR LOVELY PART OF THE COTSWOLDS 
We are grateful to our readers for the many beautiful photographs we receive, particularly those  
which feature local views.   These recent photos were kindly emailed to us by Andrew McKerlie. 

Barrington House

St Peter’s Church, Windrush

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, 
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 
gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, 
all abilities

Kevin 704655 
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all 
abilities

Vijay 891043 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters Twice a month Currently not meeting but still 
making crafts

Christine Brown 822589/June 
Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm K. Gray 823805  
burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed 
closed; Thurs 10-1; Friday 10-1 
and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church    
10.30 - 12 midday

Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI (FaBWI) Second Tuesday of every month Warwick Hall Jane Arnell gjaarnell@icloud.com 
01993 822755 or thefabwi.org

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday (wef Sept 2021) Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, Fri 
8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, 
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 
07793 012215

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.ukThe Wychwood Lodge of 

Freemasons
3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 

wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, 
singing, talks

John Harrington 822451 or Sue 
Sheppard 824729

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and 
Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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Fr1 26 Nov Talk - Queen and House of Windsor Warwick Hall 7.00pm

Sun 28 Nov Burford Singers concert Burford Parish Church 7.30pm

Fri 3 Dec Rotary Charter Night and Christmas 
dinner

Burford Golf Club

Sun 5 Dec Advent Family Fun Burford Parish Church 2.30pm

Tues 7 Dec Scrabble evening Burford library 7.00pm

Weds 8 Dec TASC lecture - The Christmas Story in 
Medieval Art

Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Wed 8 Dec Lenthall Concert Ben Holder Trio Burford School 7.30pm

Mon 13 Dec BEAGles meeting Royal Oak, Burford 7.30pm

Tue 14 Dec FABW1 Christmas songs and carols Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 15 Dec Burford School Christmas miscellany Sheldonian Theatre Oxford

Sun 12 Dec Burford Civic Carol Service Burford Parish Church 3.30pm

Tue 11 Jan FABW1 Catch Up Meeting Zoom

Wed 12 Jan TASC Lecture - The Art of the Sublime Warwick Hall 11am

Wed 12 Jan Lenthall Concert Fidelio Piano Trio Burford School 7.30pm

Mon 17 Jan BEAGles meeting The Mermaid, Burford 7.30pm

Fri 21 Jan Burford School Quiz and Curry night

Tue 18 Jan FABW1 New Year’s Supper Cotswold Gateway

Wed 9 Feb TASC lecture - Stories in Stained Glass Warwick Hall 11.00am

Tue 15 Feb Burford & District Society over-popular 
AGM and talk by ever-popular John 
White

Warwick Hall 7.00pm

Wed 9 March TASC lecture - The Bayeux Tapestry Warwick Hall 11.00am

Sat 9 April Burford Singers Concert Cirencester Parish Church 7.00pm

Sat 9 April BDHA Spring Show Bowls Club

Wed 13 Apri TASC Matisse - Master of Colour Warwick Hall 11.00am

Wed 11 May TASC lecture - Carl Linnaeus Warwick Hall 11.00am

10-19 June 22 Burford Festival Various

23-26 Sept 22 Burford Literary Festival Various

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  DECEMBER/JANUARY  2021/2022

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, Venue, 
Time.     Thank you.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, BURFORD 

5 December  
Morning Service     11.00am 
Nativity Service      4.00pm 
12 December 
Holy Communion (BCP)     8.00am 
Matins (BCP)      9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)    11.00am 
Civic Carol Service     3.30pm 
19 December    
Holy Communion (BCP)     8.00am  
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am  
Morning Service     11.00am 
Carol Service      7.00pm 
24 December  
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)    11.30pm 
25 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)     8.00am  
All age Service followed by Communion  11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
5 December  
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
12 December     
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
19 December    
Matins (BCP)      9.30am 
24 December    
Carol Service      4.00pm 
25 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
12 December 
Carol Service               6.00pm 
25 December 
Holy Communion (BCP)      9.30am 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
5 December  
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
12 December     
Carol Service      6.00pm 
24 December    
Carol Service      6.00pm 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
5 December  
Holy Communion (CW)    11.00am 
12 December     
Morning Prayer (CW)    11.00am 
19 December    
Carol Service     11.00am 
25 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)     8.00am 
Holy Communion    11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
26 December  
Carol Service       4.00pm 

For all the latest details of our services in January, please 
check the Church noticeboard and 

www.burfordchurch.org’   

Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 

*Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/cb2fdh9j 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 6.00 pm 
*Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 

Weekdays: 

Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am 

Thursday - Mass 10.00 am 

Friday -  Mass 6.00 pm followed by Confessions 

Please see catholicchurchburford.org.uk for booking 
details and latest updates. 
*Christmas Eve - Carols followed by Midnight 
Mass 7.45 pm 

*Christmas Day - Mass 10.00 am 

Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING  
Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 
11.00 a.m.  
David Day (01993) 823398 

******************************************** 

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Burford Baptist, as a building, has not re-opened post 
lockdown at present as we are awaiting work to be 
done on the building which will hopefully mean that 
we can resume some of our activities and allow the 
building to be let from January 2022. 

The soup and pudding and cafe services are currently 
suspended. 

We are aware that many of the vulnerable people in our 
community are anxious at this time and we need to 
ensure that all of us are being kept safe and that we all 
continue to keep safe during these times. 

We look forward to welcoming the community back in 
once we have made the building safer and done 
essential works. 
Gill Crippen 

CHURCH SERVICES 

- 22 - - 23 - 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Grimebusters your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 01993 868924
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BURFORD

Property experts since 1910

During the holiday season more than ever, our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. May this 
year be more promising than the last, and in this spirit we sincerely 
say Thank You and Best Wishes during the Christmas period and 

Happy New Year from all at Jackson-Stops.

Sales and Lettings 01993 822661 or burford@jackson-stops.co.uk
The Lodge, Woodgrove Farm, Burford, OX18 4BH

BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 
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We understand that sometimes you have the opportunity to recommend Manor Cottages’ award-winning holiday let 
services and unrivalled booking levels to holiday home owners, and we really appreciate it. To claim your £500 ‘thank 

you’, all you need to do is follow the simple steps below.

Spread the word

Refer a friend

Refer a friend to Manor Cottages, and if their property goes live on our website 
by 1st October 2021, we will pay you and your friend each a £500 reward!*

if you know someone 
that is considering 
holiday letting, let 

them know about us.

Let us know
Give us a call or 
email, and let us 

know the name of 
the owner and 

property you have 
recommended us to.

Receive £500
Once the property 
you referred goes 

live on our website, 
you will both 

receive a £500 
reward*.

*For full terms and conditions, please visit: manorcottages.co.uk/blog/refer-a-friend-500

and you’ll both receive £500

�

�

manorcottages.co.uk01993 223416 enquiries@manorcottages.co.uk
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 2 courses - £25, 3 courses - £30 (including a free glass of Prosecco)
 

Join us at The Yurt for your festive celebrations! Our creative chefs 
have crafted a choice of dishes to help you celebrate with friends, 

family and colleagues  - choose from our 2 or 3 course options, 
available from Thursday, 25th November. 

Lunch served 12noon – 2.30pm. You can arrive on the day, though 
you may want to book in advance to avoid disappointment by 

emailing us at theyurt@nicholsonsgb.com or calling on  
01869 340342.

 
And if you are looking for a private space for up to 6, our huts are 
now available for booking. Choose from The Reading Room or The 

Bridge Hut.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com/yurt

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT  
THE YURT
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FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk

office@jagtimber.co.uk

01993 868001 
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PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

All ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN

           FULLY INSURED

           FREE QUOTATIONS

            (01993) 868001

          office@jagtrees.co.uk

          www.jagtrees.co.uk 

Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

- 29 - 

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

 

        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118
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SELL | BUY | SEARCH

A selection of
houses that we

have sold locally
this year

 

0203 858 0035
office@radnormartin.com
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.

The Burford 
Veterinary Surgery

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment

 All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet. 

 Farm animals including camelids.

 Poultry and game birds.

 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm, 

Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.

IN-PERSON CLASSES 
at Warwick Hall, 
Burford : Overbury : 
Pershore : Toddington
• Beginners 
• Workshops 
• Intermediates

ONLINE COURSES 
pre-recorded videos, 
work at your own pace! 

ONLINE CLASSES 
monthly videos, plus 
live zoom.

DAtES, INfO, bOOkINgS z 
or contact Jessie: 
enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk 
07958 596060 
www.discoveryartclass.co.uk
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice 

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies 
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

December 2021

Reavley Chemist, 124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR  

01993 823144   |   info@reavley.co.uk   |   www.reavley.co.uk 
Open 6 days a week   |   Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm   |   Saturday 9am – 5pm 

With Christmas just around the corner we 
have a fabulous, curated collection of gift 
sets and inspiration for presents to give or  
to enjoy as treats for oneself.  

Choose from an array of luxury and affordable gift sets 
from illustrious brands such as Caudalie, Heyland & Whittle, 
Bayliss & Harding and Roger & Gallet.

In addition, we are delighted to announce that we now 
stock a full range of cosmetics from Max Factor plus we 
are introducing Elizabeth Arden skincare.  Please visit us 
in store to browse the new ranges along with our perennial 
favourites, Vichy, Caudalie, Institut Esthederm, La Roche 
Posay and Avene.

Gifts Galore &  
NEW Luxury  
Brands in Store! 

WWiisshhiinngg  aallll  oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss  aa  VVeerryy  MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  
aanndd  aa  HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr!!

Monthly_Editorial_Dec.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_Dec.indd   1 10/11/2021   18:2610/11/2021   18:26
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TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535 ajarborists.co.uk

alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk

•  Tree work complete to BS3998

•  Hedge trimming and reducing

•  Large tree  dismantling

•  Tree & hedge planting

•  Fruit tree care & advice

•  Stump removal

•  Site clearance

•  Tree health and safety reports

•  BS5837 Reports

•  Tree insurance reports

•  Tree management plans

•  Specialised in conservation 

   areas & TPO consent

•  Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

For a free consultation & competitive 
quote, call 01285 750874

=

pw s[

B

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk   |  01993 833155
Trusted by architects, respected by builders, loved by homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Mallams
1788

Pair of Meissen figures after Alfred König
sold recently for £2500

Every Tuesday 9am – 1pm
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

Asian & Islamic Art, Modern Art & Design,  
Jewellery & Silver, British & European Paintings,  

Furniture and Works of Art

IN CHELTENHAM

Grosvenor Galleries, 26 Grosvenor Street  
Cheltenham GL52 2SG

Enquiries: 01242 235712 or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk
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  Wishing you all a

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

If you are thinking of selling your property in 2022,
call us now for a free market appraisal



COMING SOON... TO

THE GOLDEN PHEASANT 

Soon to be a contemporary fish restaurant!
Hiring now for all positions.

Happy hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday.
£3.95 on selected pints and half price bottle

of wines
www.thegoldenpheasantinn.co.uk |

01993 823223 

Offering delicious freshly cooked steaks, ribs and
burgers. Savour the char grilled fish specials, take

away available 
Live music every Friday!

All sports shown from BT and sky sports 
Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday. £3.95 on

selected pints and half price bottle of wines 
www.themermaidburford.co.uk | 01993 822193

 

YOUR LOCAL BAR AND

GRILL, THE MERMAID

SULLA COLLINA AT

THE BURFORD HOUSE

Fantastic Italian food freshly cooked, savour the
extensive wine collection. dine outside under the

grape vines or within our cosy restaurant 
half price wine by the glass every Friday 4pm-9pm 

half price bottles of wine Saturday 4pm-7pm
booking advised 

www.burford-house.co.uk | 01993 823151


