
A view from Burford roundabout kindly provided by Peter Martin 

This month an ancient (well, not that ancient) tradition is being revived: the Burford Town Council annual public 
meeting.  After two years when Covid restrictions made it impossible, there is an opportunity for residents of Burford 
to see their councillors face to face.  The meeting used to take the form of different councillors reading out reports on 
their activities.  A few years ago it was decided that these reports could instead be circulated in advance and they 
should by now be (or soon will be) available on the town council website: burford-tc.gov.uk.  The meeting itself can 
then take the form of a question and answer session when you can grill your councillors on whatever issue is 
concerning you, whether it be traffic, housing, the environment, potholes, refuse collection, Airbnbs or anything else.  
Not, we should add, the the town council has a magic wand or limitless funds to solve all our problems.  BTC 
receives less  than 5% of our council tax; around three quarters of it goes to the county council while the rest is shared 
between WODC and the police.  But if you want the higher levels of government to do something, you will have 
much more clout if the town council is on your side.  The meeting is on Wednesday 27 April in the Warwick Hall at 
7.00pm. 
We wonder if the parish councils in our area have similar meetings.  If you do, please let us know so that we can 
include them in a future edition.   
In May all the town councillors will be up for re-election although by some strange alchemy it often seems that there 
are eleven candidates for eleven places.  There will also be an election for the Burford, Fulbrook and Taynton ward on 
WODC and this promises to be hotly contested.  We hope to have more on this in our May edition. 
Editors
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
QUEENIE 

…and Mark, her keeper 

Meet Queenie.  She is the youngest ever interviewee in The 
Bridge by quite a wide margin.  She is also the first on four 
legs.  She is a rhino and was born at the Cotswold Wildlife 
Park & Garden in January this year.  At the time of our 
meeting she was capering around the paddock at the park, 
despite it being a chilly day in early March.  She was 
accompanied by her mother, Nancy, and did not go far 
from her. 
     Speaking to us via head keeper Mark Godwin, Queenie 
explains that she is a southern white rhinoceros.  The park 
has  a history of looking after rhinos.  Before starting to 
work full time at the park, owner Reggie Heyworth spent 
three years in Tanzania on a rhino conservation project 
involving black rhinos and the animals have been close to 
his heart ever since. Northern white rhinos are virtually 
extinct  but the southern ones (Ceratotherium simum 
simum, since you ask) are more plentiful and are classified 
as “near threatened” rather than “threatened.”  
     This is the second rhino birth at the park in the last few 
months as Ruby produced Molly last October.  Nancy and 
Ruby are used for a regular breeding programme and 
usually give birth every two years although Nancy holds 
the local record for having produced one calf 18 months 
after her previous one.  The park currently has seven 
rhinos.  The other females are Stella who is two and a half 
years old and Dora who is 18 months.  Both of them will in 
due course be found new homes at other collections in 
Europe.   

Then there is Monty who might be called the Big Daddy of 
the crash, which is the collective noun for a group of rhinos 
for reasons you can doubtless work out.  He weighs in at 
three and a half tons and is six feet high at the shoulder, a 
lot bigger than his ladies.  He came to the Cotswolds from 
Knowsley Safari Park on Merseyside.  “He’s a scouser but 
we don’t hold that against him,” says Mark. 

The names are usually given by Reggie for a variety of 
reasons: Stella after a goddaughter, Dora for the park’s 
50th anniversary (as in dorado, Spanish for golden) and 
Queenie, of course, for Her Majesty’s jubilee.  Last year 
Mark was invited to name the new arrival so he called her 
Molly after his four-year-old daughter who was naturally 
delighted. 

Mark is a local boy, having been brought up down the road 
from the park in Eastleach.  He started out as a young lad 
doing whatever part time or winter work was available at 
the Park.  After a time he was given an opportunity to work 
with the animals and after 31 years he is still there.He is 
head keeper for the rhinos and his other responsibilities 
include ostriches, cassowaries, llamas, reindeer and sheep.  
He is with the rhinos five days a week with colleagues 
covering for him at other times.  He says it is helpful for 
them to be looked after by the same person regularly.  “The 
more calm and relaxed you are, the happier they will be.” 

Like racehorses, rhinos are pedigree animals and there is a 
stud book kept in Denmark covering those in a number of 
zoos and parks in Europe.  The family histories and other 
details of the rhinos are recorded.  This will be used when 
Dora and Stella are rehomed so as to ensure that they finish 
up in places where their bloodlines are different from those 
of other resident rhinos.  Similarly the stud book could be 
used to find a new bull for the park should a vacancy arise.  
The process of moving them to a new home is an art in 
itself and Mark prepares his charges for this by first getting 
them used to being in an open box before the time comes 
when they are closed in for the final move.   

We asked Mark whether it is true that rhinos have poor 
eyesight.  He explained that they have good eyesight when 
they are young but over time they come to rely more on 
their senses of hearing and smell and he describes them as 
lazy sighted.  They can be flighty if startled by a sudden 
sound or movement.  He gives an example of when they 
were being filmed with the sound recordist standing quietly 
in the corner with headphones on.  At the end of a take he 
said “Can we do that again?” and this was enough to spook 
the rhino which had not noticed that there was someone 
there.   They also don’t like being out in the open paddock 
on windy days as the wind interferes with their sensitive 
hearing. 

Being charged by an angry rhino is said to be one of life’s 
more terrifying experiences which most of us are happy to 
avoid.  Mark, however, insists that this is a misleading 
image and that they are relatively docile and easy to deal 
with.  The biggest risk is of having one step on your foot.  
He does admit to once having his shorts torn my Monty 
and also to having been lifted up by his coat but this seems 
to be all in a day’s work.   

Monty - true father of his people
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At the time of our visit only Queenie and Nancy were 
outside in the paddock, with little (relatively speaking) 
Queenie getting plenty of attention from visitors.  In the 
summer all the crash apart from Monty may be outside at 
the same time and they are a big attraction for visitors to 
the park.  Monty is kept apart as there is a risk that he may 
be a little over-enthusiastic to find a receptive lady.  This 
can make the females stressed and give them the rhino 
equivalent of a headache. 

They have relatively few health problems, says Mark.  
They have robust digestive systems and don’t suffer from 
internal parasites.  The only time when there can be 
difficulties is when they are giving birth.  Their life 
expectancy in captivity is 50 to 55 years.  They can suffer 
from hip problems or arthritis from sleeping on damp 
surfaces so they are given rubber mats to sleep on which 
disperse moisture.  They are vegetarian and, as you can 
imagine, consume a lot.  “They eat a bale of hay a day and 
are like giant lawnmowers in the paddock,” says Mark.  
They also have special rhino nuts containing extra nutrients 
which are milled for them at the park.  All that eating leads 
to production of prodigious quantities of poo.  This used to 
be used as manure on the park’s farm estate but this is no 

longer possible as the 
farm is organic and the 
pellets fed to the rhinos 
cannot be certified as 
GM free.  Mark was a 
little evasive about 
where all the poo now 
goes but he says that 
some is hardened off 
and varnished and 
given to Reggie’s 
friends.  Sadly it is not 
available for sale in the 
park gift shop. 
Editors 

************************************ 
GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 

COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS 
The guided walks programme has restarted and Cotswold 
Wardens are once again leading the public on walks in a 
safe and careful way. Details of the walks available are 
described on the website (below). Please check walk 
details carefully on the website, including whether 
booking is necessary. Additional walks will be 
published on the website. 

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
guided-walks/ 
Bourton-on-the-Hill to Sezincote, Longborough and 
Moreton-in-Marsh 
Tuesday 5 April – Moderate 3.5hr 7ml 
A walk from busy Bourton-on-the-Hill to the oriental 
looking Sezincote House and then to the picturesque 
Longborough and the bustling town on Moreton-in-Marsh. 
Bring coffee/snack. Opportunity for lunch at the Horse and 
Groom following the walk. 
Start: 9.30am Horse and Groom car park, Bourton-on-the-
Hill, GL56 9AQ.  
OS Map ref: SP 173 326. 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be 
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but 
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some 
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough 
underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We 
welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not 
allowed.  Walks are free although we do invite donations to 
help fund our conservation and improvement work. 
Sheila Wasley 

*********************************************** 

SUPPORTING THE ENVIRONMENT 
The Trees are In!  

I am delighted to report that all the 5,200 trees pledged to 
be planted at the Blue Cross are now in the ground.  We’ve 
had over 350 volunteers coming along to help since 
November and I am hugely grateful to each and every one 
of them for their time and enthusiasm – they’ve truly made 
every planting day a pleasure.  This is part of a large-scale 
project creating corridors for wildlife and shelter for the 
animals.  The planting is only the first part however – if 
anyone would like to be part of a team looking after the 
trees (checking guards, occasional watering, strimming etc) 
please do let me know. I’ll soon be starting to plan for next 
autumn’s planting so if you’d like to hear more, or 
interested in planting some trees yourself, please do get in 
touch.   

The Community Allotment 
We’re really excited that spring is here and we’re once 
again thinking about planting seeds!  The community 
allotment on the Recreation Ground is open to anyone 
who’d like to join whether occasionally or on a more 
regular basis.  We meet on Sunday afternoons and at 
various points during the week and we’d really welcome 
any newcomers – no experience needed. It’s a lovely way 
of being outside and gardening with others.  Our aim this 
year is to get the allotment into shape (we’ve just had a 
generous grant from ‘Good Food Oxfordshire’) and then to 
start to sell our produce at the Tolsey.  We’d love to link up 
with other growers in Burford and the surrounding villages 
so if you have any seedlings going spare or any surplus veg 
you’d like to pass on or sell then please do get in touch. 

As always, the BEAGles (Burford Environmental Action 
Group) continue to meet monthly to discuss all things of 
environmental concern in Burford and the local area.  Do 
join us and follow the group’s Facebook page for regular 
updates and information.  
Lucy.staveley@gmail.com  

Rhino paperweight
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
And yet again…Cole’s Field! 

The recent notice in the Witney Gazette is the first step in 
Greystoke launching a planning appeal on Cole’s Field. At 
our meeting in March BTC agreed to approach WODC, 
who will have to defend the appeal, to see what help we 
can offer. I hope we can again count on the community’s 
support to fight the appeal. 
    The town council will hold the Annual Town Meeting at 
the Warwick Hall on Wednesday 27 April at 7.00pm. This 
is your chance to ask questions, and put your ideas to the 
council, and to see your councillors in action. All the 
annual reports will be published two weeks before the 
meeting on our website www.burford-tc.gov.uk  and 
available on the day in the hall. The format will be a Q&A 
session after an introduction, and I hope to see you there. 
Our overall plan for 2022-23 is also available on our 
website. 
     On 4 May we have our local elections for both our West 
Oxfordshire District Councillor and  for the town council’s 
11 councillors. The notice for the election is due to be 
published on 28 March at the Tolsey and on our website. 
     In mid-March, WODC cabinet will consider a proposal 
to install four electric vehicle charging points in the 
Guildenford car park. Should this go through, they could 
be installed in the autumn. Let us hope they approve the 
proposal. 
     For the longer term, we have contracted a landscape 
architect to look at the future development of the recreation 
ground and Westfield. We want to install a modern play 
area, to provide a replacement for the existing pavilion in 
time, to keep the football pitches to encourage sport in the 
town, to landscape the area to screen the A40, add more 
seating and add other recreational items. The architect will 
give an overall plan and, once we receive their proposals, 
we will invite everyone to view the ideas at the Warwick 
Hall and to comment on them to develop a plan for the 
town. Once we have an agreed plan, we can work to raise 
the funds required to make it happen. 
Finally, it appears that the world is changing again. My 
thoughts are with the population of Ukraine wishing them 
safety and security and a quick end to the war, and I hope 
that we in the UK can provide effective support to them in 
their hour of need. It puts our local issues into perspective. 
Peter Higgs 

 Two events in April at the Warwick Hall:  

13 April, 2022: Lecture at 11am (10.30 for the postponed 
AGM) and  

27 April: Special Interest Day from10.15 to 3pm  
13 April: Lecture; 

Matisse, Master of Colour 
with Liz Strang 

(Warwick Hall and by Zoom) 

Matisse is known for his mastery of colour, but how did 
this happen? His early life in the textile village and his 
inauspicious start as an artist did not bode well, but we see 
how his first teachers and the women he loved gave him 
increasing confidence. Through the Fauvist movement and 
its exuberant adherents, Derain, Vlaminck, Braque and 
Dufy, his work flourished. We follow his later life: the 
arrival of his assistant, Lydia Delectorskaya, which gave 
his art a new lease of life, but also led to the break-up of 
his marriage; his illness, and the resulting cut-outs, which 
revived his spirits. So, by the time he completed the chapel 
at Vence he truly was a 'Master of Colour'. 
     Recruited as a guide when Tate Modern opened in 2000 
Liz Strang has since worked at both Tate Modern and Tate 
Britain, covering all aspects of art. She specialises in 20th 
century art, and now lectures widely on the subject 
     This hybrid lecture will be held at the Warwick Hall, 
Church Green, Burford, OX18 4RZ at 11am and via Zoom. 
Numbers continue to be restricted so booking via our 
website is advisable. Visitors are welcome for a suggested 
donation of £10.  

27 April: A Special Interest Day  
Design Matters 

with Mary Alexander 
Design is a powerful force. It has the ability to enrich or 
diminish our lives. Design is all around us in the visual 
environment. It is all encompassing. But what is it? What 
is the relationship between art and design? Are they one 
and the same? Have their roles changed over time? 
     Mary Alexander draws on her 
direct personal experience of having 
worked with a wide range of leading 
international designers from the world 
of graphics, advertising, exhibitions, 
architectural, interiors, product and fashion design. The 
SID will be to explore the role of design in the creative 
process across a range of media.  

     Special Interest Days comprise three talks and cost £34 
(£36 for non-members) and include a light lunch and 
refreshments.  
Time: 10.15 to 3.00 pm  
Book via our website or please contact Lisa Etheridge on 
07918 180895 for a booking form  
     Further information will be circulated via the newsletter 
and bookings can be made via the website 
(www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk).  
For more information contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 
823943 or  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please see our 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL 2022 

AT 7.00PM - WARWICK HALL 
CHURCH GREEN, BURFORD 

Reports from all Councillors will be circulated.  
The main part of the meeting will be a Q & A open 

forum. 
Please give advance notice of any particular questions 

which may need some research to - 
Maggie Andrews 01993 823647. 
   town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
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OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 

Budget Meeting Overshadowed By Farmers’ 
Protest 

At the county council budget-setting meeting on 8 
February  the Liberal-Green-Labour administration forced 
through a whopping 5% council tax increase, despite the 
Conservative Independent Alliance showing how the 
increase could be limited to 3.5%. However, the meeting at 
County Hall was overshadowed by a farmers’ protest 
outside. As previously reported, the administration is trying 
to impose a vegan diet at all council-catered events. 
Richard Binning, a beef farmer from Steventon, said: "The 
message they are sending out is really dangerous - they are 
suggesting it's ok to eat avocados from Brazil, instead of 
our wholesome British beef.” The farmers’ protest received 
national press coverage. The motion to impose the vegan 
diet has to be ratified by the OCC Cabinet at its meeting on 
15 March. [It was confirmed - Ed.] Conservatives will be 
addressing cabinet and urging them to seek change through 
education, persuasion and choice, not diktat. 

Controversial Proposals For Restrictions On Cars 
In Oxford 

OCC and Oxford City Council last month revealed highly 
controversial joint proposals to cut car use in the city with 
the introduction of a city-wide workplace parking levy, 
traffic filters and a wider Zero Emission Zone (ZEZ) to 
cover the entire city centre. The chairman of Oxford High 
Street Association condemned the proposals and said: “I 
am totally depressed by what these two councils are doing 
to our city.” More details on ZEZ below. 

Britain’s First Zero Emission Zone (Zez) Begins In 
Oxford 

Britain’s first ZEZ started on 28 February. Launching as a 
pilot, the streets included in the ZEZ are: New Road, Bonn 
Square, Queen Street, Cornmarket Street, New Inn Hall 
Street, Shoe Lane, Market Street, Ship Street and St 
Michael’s Street. The ZEZ pilot is a precursor to the 
introduction of a larger ZEZ covering most of Oxford city 
centre next year (2023), subject to further public 
consultation. The ZEZ pilot will operate from 7am - 7pm, 
all year around. All petrol and diesel vehicles, including 
hybrids, will incur a daily charge unless eligible for a 
discount or exemption. However, zero emission vehicles, 
such as electric cars, can enter the pilot area free of charge. 
The charge will vary from £2 to £10 per day depending on 
the emission levels of the vehicle. Automatic number plate 
recognition (ANPR) cameras have been installed to 
enforce the zone.  

The scheme has been criticised as being a tax-raising 
measure and not a true ZEZ, as all vehicles are allowed 
into the zone as long as they pay the tax. 

Proposals For 20MPH Speed Limit Across 
Oxfordshire 

Wallingford Central has become the third 20mph pilot 
scheme to be unveiled in Oxfordshire. 
   OCC completed the work earlier this month as part of its 
£8m plans to reduce the speed of the majority of the 
county’s 30mph roads to 20mph in our villages and when 
supported by local residents. Through the Localities Group 
of local councillors, I have asked for clarity about how the 
success/failure of these pilot schemes will be measured. In 
particular, I have asked if speed surveys are being 
undertaken before and after their 
introduction. It must be remembered 
that compliance by motorists is 
effectively voluntary as it may not be 
enforced by the police. It will be 
interesting to see how effective it will 
be without any enforcement. 
Brize Norton and Taynton have also 
requested to join the pilot scheme. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 

nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

SLOW DOWN PLEASE 

The new speed limit camera and sign have now been 
erected on The Hill.  Initially, it does seem to have had 
effect, so well done Burford Town Council! At busier times 
it only needs one driver to slow down and those following 
then have to follow suit.  
 Editors 

LECHLADE RALLY 

30 April and 1, 2 May 
Langley Lane, Clanfield, Bampton OX18 2RZ 

Sat  30 April   Food Fairies for street dogs and cats  Fun 
Dog Show 

Sun 1 May   SNDogs(Swindon)  Britannia Majorettes 
Mon 2 May     Highworth Silver Band and stalls, crafts, 

vintage vehicles, funfair 
Public camping £10.00 per night include fee to the rally 

£5.00/ £3.00 under 16, free with paying adult  
Margaret Gruber 
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Burford Festival 9 – 19 June 

 
Hopefully tucked inside this month’s copy of The Bridge you 
will find the 2022 Burford Festival brochure. Our grateful thanks 
to the fantastic volunteers who have distributed this to you. If for 
any reason your copy did not arrive there are plenty of additional 
copies in the library and the Warwick Hall.   

The centre pages give you a helpful two page summary of the 
entire festival with a half page description of each event on the 
surrounding pages. For those who want more details including 
some more in depth bios of some of our speakers and performers 
this can be found on our website (www.burfordfestival.org).  

Tickets go on sale to the Friends of Burford Festival from 15 
April and for everyone else from 1 May. Tickets can be accessed 
either via the website or direct at www.ticketsource.co.uk/
burford-festival. If you would like to become a friend there is 
still time to do this and full details of how to apply are on the 
website. 

Recent additions to our line up of events include the Bottomless 
Coffee Band from South Africa, Stanley Johnson, a special 
Ghanaian Gala Evening, a performance of Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night by the ever popular Three Inch Fools and our very own 
Raymond Moody who this year will be talking on “Seeing 
through a dead man’s eyes”. Full details of these and all other 
events are in the brochure. 

Of course the festival is only possible because of all the 
volunteers who put up posters or bunting, steward at events, 
open their gardens, serve teas and help out in a myriad of other 
ways. If you are able to volunteer Ann Morris would be 
delighted to hear from you (ann@burfordfestival.org) or you can 
sign up by using the form on the website. 

We hope you have a fantastic festival and find plenty of events to entertain you. 

Sara Hall, Adrian Jackson, Jane Arnell, Jennie Craven, John Hendry and Ann and Karl Morris
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AS I WAS SAYING……………………… 
Trigger Warning: - This article contains numerous 
references to “isms”. If you suffer from ismaphobia, take 
two aspirins and go to bed before reading on. 

Isms have penetrated our 
language and our way of 
life to an extraordinary 
degree. Where would the 
Tory party be today 
without cronyism and 
nepotism? What would 
have happened to the 
Labour party if it had not 
got into bed with 
despotism and 
antisemitism? Those two 
isms combine to make 

another with the ability to 
chill one to the marrow – Corbynism. (It occurs to me that 
there is another chapter to be written along these lines – the 
rise of the “ista” as in Corbynista and barrista but that must 
await another issue) 
     How did it all start? Ism is, of course, a suffix, with 
apologies to the people of Suffolk, and seems first to have 
come to prominence with the emergence of the Catholic 
and Jewish faiths, Catholicism and Judaism in other words, 
not to mention Confucianism and, for the great 
unchurched, Darwinism, Creationism and Communism. 
They frequently appear in opposition, optimism and 
pessimism for example, or in groups like artistic genres 
such as impressionism, cubism and Dadaism. 
     The two Daddies of ismology (that’s not a real word by 
the way, just a Whiteism) sound like a firm of solicitors – 
Messrs Spooner and Bowdler – and the Mummy is Mrs 
Malaprop, a character in Sheridan’s play The Rivals. 
Spoonerisms and Malapropisms are similar. Mr Spooner 
had the unfortunate habit of transposing some of the letters 
or sounds of two words (“the Lord is a shoving leopard” 
instead of “loving shepherd”). Mrs Malaprop, on the other 
hand, confused whole words. Jack de Manio was one of the 
first presenters of the Today programme on the BBC Home 
Service -  sorry, Radio 4 to you modernistas - and a prolific 
committer of malapropisms. He once excitedly announced 
to a gob smacked nation that “university researchers had 
conducted a thorough investigation into fantastic orgasms” 
when he meant to say “organisms”. 
     Thomas Bowdler was not so cheerful. He was a 
pedantic prude, the Mary Whitehouse of his day, and 
delighted in removing anything he considered offensive or 
improper from written material. You could say he invented 
Wokeism. He went so far as to expurgate all the plays of 
Shakespeare, deleting or changing every double entendre 
and sexual reference and completely emasculating them. 
He would have had fun with Fifty Shades of Grey! 
     I should finish this piece with a witticism just to 
hammer home my point but, as I cannot think of one which 
would survive Mr Bowdler’s attention, I will content 
myself by leaving you with my two favourite strings of 
Spoonerisms:- 
“Someone is occupewing my pie. Please sew me to another 
sheet” 
“You have hissed all my mystery lectures. You have tasted 
a whole worm. You will leave Oxford on the next town 
drain.” 
John White 

    

It is guaranteed that the FaB WI can make an enjoyable 
occasion of almost any event.  An AGM is usually a bit of 
a dry evening but throw in a few games of bingo with a 
very novice caller on a steep learning curve with the 
entertaining names for the numbers and suddenly it is fun.  
Throw in cake and we had all the ingredients for a good 
evening.  Like all AGMs we reviewed the past year, 
examined our finances, thanked many people for helping 
the group maintain its lively programme and elected the 
committee.  Our great president, Ginny Renwick, stood 
down from the role but not from the committee and Jennie 
Craven was duly elected in her place.  May we publicly 
thank Ginny here for standing in as president through what 
evolved as the most difficult times.  We remained a united 
and strong group throughout it all under her leadership and 
valued her consistent optimism. 
     If you receive your copy of The Bridge early enough in 
the month you may be interested in our meeting on 12 
April when we have another blockbuster speaker, Alastair 
Lack, who will be speaking about the ‘Oxford of 
Morse’ and about the scenes and locations of some of the 
best-known cases of Inspector Morse. Alistair, an expert in 
speaking about Oxford, will conjure up visions of 
dreaming spires, colleges and quadrangles alongside 
stories of this eternally popular character and the crimes he 
solves. The television series featuring John Thaw was 
based on the novels of Oxford writer Colin Dexter and 
remains immensely popular worldwide. This promises to 
be a very interesting talk and as always all guests are very 
welcome to join us. 

Otherwise on 10 May we 
host local sculptor, Martin 
Cash. Martin lives in 
Burford and expresses his 
ideas through the medium 
of British stone. Martin 
designs and creates unique 
figurative and abstract 
forms. By working from 
quarried blocks of stone he 
uses the stone carver’s 
reductive process to create 
pieces that often reflect and 
challenge our thinking. He 

resists making copies of his work in other mediums, 
preferring each piece to be a unique artwork that lasts for 
generations. Martin exhibits his work at the Burford garden 
centre, both inside the art gallery and in a beautiful outside 
area. He also goes to many other stone sculptor events to 
present and demonstrate his craft. 
     The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. and warmly 
welcome visitors to all of our meetings. For further 
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or 
contact Jane Arnell our programme co-ordinator at 
gjaarnell@icloud.com or on 01993 822755. Alternatively 
contact our president, Jennie Craven on 07710 103015.  
Angela Weller 
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Quarried in Taynton? 

This enigmatic limestone head was unearthed by Mr 
Dennis Butler whilst digging his garden at Mulberry 
House, Taynton in 1984. When he later moved to North 
Oxfordshire Mr Butler took the head with him, but 
eventually he made sure it came back to the Windrush 
Valley by presenting it to the Tolsey Museum.   

The possible origin of the head was briefly mentioned by 
Clive Fewins in the June 1993 number of The Countryman, 
in his article about Mr Philip Lee of Taynton, ‘Once a 
quarryman’. Turning up the relevant issue from our 
complete run of the famous green magazine, we read that 
the stone head was  thought to be ‘a piece of Roman 
sculpture, identified as the probable head of a deity and 
one of only 17 known examples of a particular kind of 
Roman marker stone’.  

There is little doubt that the head is carved in local stone - 
after all there have been quarries in the area since Roman 
times.  Mr Lee was skilled in identifying a particular 
quarry as the source of a piece of stone, but there is no 
record of his thoughts on this one.    

Roughly life-sized, the visage is rather sternly portrayed, 
with deep-set staring eyes, pronounced eyebrows, high 
cheekbones and a jutting chin, with a suggestion of gritted 
teeth behind the mouth -  this has signs of being somewhat 
disfigured. The crudely executed left ear was surely meant 
to be seen, but the right side of the head is unfinished; 
perhaps its was attached to a wall or pillar. There is the 
trace of a thin covering of hair at the brow, but this might 
represent a close-fitting cap.  

Further research is needed on the origins and imagery of 
this and other local carvings, both fixed and portable. 
Chris Walker 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Our February meeting  was the AGM but mainly an 
afternoon tea with delicious cakes made by a select few of 
the committee. 
     Janet Copley started the meeting with a report on the 
year, in particular that we had paid for and planted three 
beech trees on the Rec, one in memory of Norah Thomas 
and one for Avery Baines and the third because they came 
cheaper in threes.  Janet said that the old committee were 
all prepared to stand again and they were re-elected en 
bloc.  Janet said she was glad to welcome one new 
committee member, Judith Kilbey Hunt, who had been co-
opted.  Janet concluded by thanking the committee and 
volunteers who had helped during the year, in particular 
Mary Blakeman who was standing down after several 
years as outings organiser and Jan Cohen who has taken 
over that job. 
     The treasurer, Nigel Barraclough, explained that the loss 
in 2021 (when we had waived subscriptions) had been 
more than covered  by the profit on the previous year, so 
we continued to be in a comfortable situation. 
     Membership was currently down on previous years but 
normally recovers  when people realise  that they need to 
renew to get their discounts at the garden centres.  

Outing to the Generous Gardener – Ampney Crucis 
Friday 29 April – 2.30 p.m. 

£11.00 per person – Garden Visit and Tea 
All welcome – please just contact Jan Cohen on 01993 
822288 or email cohen4sp@btinternet.com to book a 
place. 
The Coach House Garden is designed and 
planted to provide interest at all times of 
the year. 
Dogs on a lead. 
This is an own car outing but there is very 
limited parking so can everyone please 
help out with car sharing. 
Also the Spring Show will be held at the 
Bowls Club on Saturday 2 April not the 
9th as previously stated.  
All are welcome - either come along for a look from 
1.15 p.m. £1.00 entry p.p., or why not enter?  Schedules 
are available from Jan Cohen, contact details as above. 

Our coach outing is to Coton Manor on Thursday 18 
August.  The cost is £23.50 to cover the coach and garden 
admission 
David Day and Jan Cohen 
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STATUE PLAN FOR BURFORD 
We understand that plans are afoot (or in hand) to install a 
statue of John White to commemorate his achievements as 
mayor of Burford between 2011 and 2021.  A town council 
spokesperson said “We feel that we owe John so much as a 
result of his ten glorious years as mayor that this would be 
an appropriate way to repay him.”  A campaign to raise the 
necessary funds by public subscription will be launched 
shortly. 
     The statue could be located outside the Tolsey or 
possibly near another suitable place such as the Highway 
Inn.  Or the Golden Pheasant.  Or the Mermaid. 
     It is hoped that a leading sculptor could be 
commissioned to create a suitable image.  Names 
mentioned include Antony Gormley, who produced the 
life-size male statues at Crosby beach near Liverpool and 
the Angel of the North.  (Could John be the Angel of the 
South?) Another candidate is Maggi Hambling who 
designed the nude memorial for feminist writer Mary 
Wollstonecraft at Newington Green in London. 

It is thought that the finished statue should be in place by 
the beginning of April next year. 
Editors 

BEAGles 
The Burford Environmental Action Group 

Doubtless you, like me, have spent a lot of wasted hours in 
your vehicle crawling along the A40 into and out of Oxford 
over the last several years. The question is, with thousands 
of new homes being planned for West Oxfordshire to 
satisfy the housing needs of Oxford City, what to do about 
it? Apart from the wasted hours behind the wheel, the 
resulting increased traffic will potentially overwhelm the 
A40 and A4095, pumping out millions of extra tonnes of 
CO2 and other noxious gases. 
     One option is to look again at light rail, something that 
was savagely curtailed in our region by a certain Dr 
Beeching at the beginning of the Sixties. At a meeting on 
18 January, Oxfordshire County Council approved funding 
for a feasibility study of the Oxford-Eynsham-Witney-
Carterton railway line. And for those who fear a long 
drawn-out, kick-the-ball-into-the-long-grass exercise, the 
study will be conducted by an independent professional rail 
consultant and is expected to be completed in three 
months. Engineers and transport planners will look at all 
options related to route, stations and the type of transport.  
     This is but one solution under discussion, with a 
trackless tram which would use a dedicated lane on the 
A40 or a beefed-up bus service for the 233 service to 
Witney and Woodstock also offering potential ways 
forward. It should be stressed, however, that the existing 
service is very good, with four buses available during the 
morning rush hour, all of which will get you into Witney 
before 9am. There are then good connections to Oxford 
using the 853 service via Eynsham or the S1 and S2, both 
of which offer fast access to Oxford. 
     Car sharing schemes are also springing up, one of 
which, in East Oxford, we could think about replicating in 
Burford. It involves an organisation called ‘Hiya Car’, 
essentially an Airbnb for cars, with people renting their 
cars out at a commercial rate to strangers, just as you 
would rent someone’s home out on Airbnb. An app covers 
insurance, verifying people’s licences and identity before 
they come and borrow your car. 
     Our local MP, Robert Courts, has put his faith in 
widening the A40. However, we need to be aware that 
widening roads only leads to more cars on the road, not an 
end to congestion, and is certainly no way to tackle carbon 
emissions. 
     As a non-political organisation, the BEAGles would be 
happy to work with any party in promoting better transport 
links. With the district elections coming up, we’d love to 
hear from our candidates – please get in touch with me at 
andy.hayter@gmail.com. 

Our April meeting is on 18 April at 7.30 in the Golden 
Pheasant. We will be meeting here on the third Monday of 
the month from now on – do join us! 
Andy HayterBURFORD UPTON & SIGNET 

WELFARE TRUST (BUSWT) 
With rising energy prices, this local charity could 

help those living in the Burford area. If you, or you 
know someone, that needs help paying a bill please 

contact the secretary: 
Christine Brown 07971679116, 
christineibrown7@gmail.com 

All requests are kept confidential. 
Christine Brown – Secretary of BUSWT

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do look 
at Burford Life on Facebook

How it might look
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 NEXT EVENT TUESDAY 12 APRIL  -  
WHITTINGTON COURT VISIT 

This year’s visit is to Whittington Court, a small Tudor 
manor house with Jacobean and later additions, five miles 
east of Cheltenham. The present house, believed to sit on 
the site of a much earlier manor, was probably started by 
Richard Cotton of Carmarthen, with later additions built by 
subsequent generations of the Cotton family who held the 
house through the 16th and 17th Centuries. It was clearly 
substantial because on September 9, 1592, Queen 
Elizabeth I ‘dyned at Mr Cotons at Whytington’ on her 
progress through Gloucestershire. 
     Due to the popularity of this event, we have arranged an 
extra morning visit which is bookable online, (pre-booking 
is essential). As this is a self-drive visit, please share. We 
will meet in the car park. 
     Please bring cash for refreshments which will be 
available to raise money for local charities.  Enquiries to 
Julia Hart - julia.hart1000@gmail.com   07779 109761 

Annual Garden Party – Tuesday 28 June 

Our annual June event is our Garden Party, which this year, 
courtesy of the Cumming family will be held in their 
riverside meadow garden at Springfield House, in Witney 
Street.  The Garden Party will be from 3 to 5pm and 
refreshments will be served.  
This is a free, strictly members only event and pre-
registration is essential. A waiting list will operate if 
the event is oversubscribed.  If you have yet to renew 
or would like to join there is still time. Membership is 
£10 for the calendar year and application forms can be 
completed online, see the address below.  
Peter        peteremartin@btinternet.com 
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
We held our AGM on 9 March and re-appointed all 
trustees. These are: 
Veral Marshall - Chair 
Maureen Percival - Secretary 
Jan Cohen - Treasurer 
Liz Deverson, Rachel Read, Anne Youngson, Felicity 
Ziegler. 
The finances are healthy and we continue to look for ways 
to use these to promote the use of the library. The 
committee is also supporting Carol-Amy Holdcroft, the 
library manager, in running the book club, Knit and Natter 
and Reminiscence mornings. Our main purpose is to part 
fund the manager's hours, and manage a rota of volunteers, 
to keep the library open. 
We held a successful Quiz Night in the Royal 
Oak, and thank the staff for a lovely evening 
and Allan Read for a challenging quiz. The 
event was oversubscribed so we were 
disappointed that not everyone who booked 
turned up. Those who did enjoyed 
themselves. 
Anne Youngson 

********************************************** 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 

The crocuses that we planted 
to raise awareness of polio 
and Rotary are blooming. 
Very much enjoyed by 
passers by in Burford   
        In the last few weeks, we 
have had two excellent 
speakers: Brian Kay was 
very amusing and took us 
down memory lane via 
starting the King’s Singers to 
Flanders and Swann and 
Richard Baker.  He 
conducted some major choirs 
including the Huddersfield 
Choral Society and of course the Burford Singers    Thank 
you so much for sharing your musical career with us, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Ben Nicolls gave us 
a fascinating talk on ancestry. He had traced his family 
back to Henry II.  Ben has inspired us to have a go.  
Another excellent meeting.  
Coming up theatre and supper in Chippy. Walk and pub 
lunch later in the month. So, lots going on.  

Why not come and join us?   
We would love to welcome you at Burford and Kingham 
Rotary to one of our meetings at Burford Golf Club on 
Mondays 6.45pm for 7.00 pm (except Bank Holidays). We 
are a small but very friendly group with members from all 
the local villages in the area.  
Contact our secretary John Smith email   
jpw.smith@jasss.co.uk  07717883182 
I can also give you any more details about 
Rotary, and further information on all 
these events. 
President Ros -  01608 643844 /07702 
135731  
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 

All of Alice’s Group found the 
bulk of A Little Life by Hanya 
Yanagihara rather daunting, and 
several found the story daunting 
too.  Indeed some of the subject 
matter is very unpleasant, 
however, it is more than a 
catalogue of beastliness, much 
more. 
     This book can make a 
difference to the way one views 
life, love and relationships. It 
follows the life of an abandoned 
child, Jude, who grows into a 
brilliant man but having suffered 

horrifying abuses in his youth 
feels he is unworthy of love. Yanagihara writes very well, 
sometimes lyrically so, and as the tale unfolds there is an 
almost fantastical feel - an allegory, the meaning of which 
is obscure.   
     Whilst the abuses to this child and youth are clearly 
chronicled, they are skilfully slotted into the story of the 
adult and his life. Unusually this did not irritate the group 
as such “time travel” usually does, but it is the connection 
between his group of friends that is the constant thread. 
From start to finish we found this a very “American” book. 
Not only was the geography unfamiliar, but so too were 
some attitudes. However, this in no way intruded. The 
American college system seems to encourage strong 
relationships and the friends Jude formed there are an 
enduring and supportive influence on him and his life. 
Each man is given a proper identity, and we glimpse their 
progress as each becomes successful in his field whilst 
retaining the strong bonds formed in their youth. This is 
another book in which various sorts of love play their part, 
but, perhaps some sort of love is integral to all good 
stories.  
     One of Yanagihara’s skills is to make us grow fond of 
the “good” characters and hate the “bad”; and she does 
tend to show things in black or white, but we would, 
doubtless, have been up in arms if she had tried to get us to 
be sympathetic to the evil doers. 
     Those who both finished the book and found it 
satisfying were in a minority. However, their enthusiasm  
may encourage some of the others to try again. After all, a 
premise of a reading group is to widen one’s literary 
horizons.  The group benefits from members who between 
them have multiple skills and experience and, as with most 
“Marmite” books, there was a long, informed and 
interesting discussion. 
Nicola Cornick always tells a good story, and The Last 
Daughter promises our withers will be wrung a little less 
than last month! 
Veral Marshall 
*********************************************** 

BURFORD SINGERS 
Bach St John Passion 

  Saturday, 9 April 2022, 7.00pm 
Cirencester Parish Church, Market Place 

Cirencester GL7 2NX 
  Burford Singers with 

William Wallace (Evangelist) 

Jon Stainsby (Christus) 
Jessica Cale (Soprano) 
James Neville (Alto) 
Freddie Long (Bass) 

Baroque Ensemble Canzona 
Theresa Caudle (Leader) 
Conductor: Brian Kay 

  Tickets £25 (reserved) and £15 (unreserved) 
Online booking to 8 April (Booking fee applies)  available 
at https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/Booking 

in person (unreserved tickets only) to 8 April from The 
Madhatter Bookshop, 122, High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ 

and Cirencester Visitor Information Centre, Corinium 
Museum, Park Street, Cirencester GL7 2BX.  And on the 

door.   Full details on our website https://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/events/ 

Catherine Martin 

********************************************** 

CALLING ALL MOZART LOVERS!  
Saturday 23 April, 7.00pm - Patrick Mackie 

discusses his book "Mozart in Motion”    
Tickets £8 at northleachmozart.eventbrite.co.uk 

Whether you love playing or listening to Mozart, Patrick 
Mackie will give you a whole new understanding of why 

his works move us so intensely.  
Come and enjoy being backstage with Mozart, 

experiencing the Viennese whirl of 18th century Europe! 
It's an evening not to be missed for anyone who enjoys his 

music. 
Jane Quelch  

*********************************************** 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the 
editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In 
particular, they will edit or decline to publish anything 
which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any 
individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are 
entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or 
articles in The Bridge does not indicate that the editors 
agree with them.  Items may also be edited for 
clarification or length and may be rejected.   

Where items or services are offered for sale, or 
advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that 
the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The 
editors may refuse to publish advertisements or other 
statements about unsuitable items or services.   The 
Bridge does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of 
advertisements and does not endorse any goods or 
services which are advertised.   All items submitted for 
inclusion must give the name and address of the writer 
and an email address or telephone number.  By 
submitting any article, announcement, letter or 
advertisement to The Bridge you are deemed to have 
agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to 
The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 
which can be viewed on our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk. 
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SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE BURFORD 
LIBRARY 

First Tuesday of Every Month 

2 – 3 p.m. Knit and Natter – just a get together to work at 
any craft you like along with a 
cup of tea/coffee and a chat. 

7 – 9 p.m. Scrabble Evening 
– not too competitive but we 
all like to win occasionally – 
once again tea/coffee 
available or bring your own 
wine. 

Last Tuesday of Every Month 
2 - 3 p.m. Book Group – A get-together to discuss the 
latest book chosen by the group; last month we read Anne 
Youngson’s Meet Me at The Museum – much enjoyed by 
all – well written, different and difficult to put down. 
Next month we’re reading Quartet in Autumn by Barbara 
Pym – copies available from the library - please see Carol 
and come along to discuss on Tuesday 29 March (it’s only 
a small book so won’t take long to read). 

Third Friday of Every Month 

10.30 a.m. Reminiscence Morning – Tea/coffee provided 
along with a chat about times past – sometimes with the 
help of objects and or postcards and photos or bring your 
own. 

News 
World Book Day was celebrated at the library on Thursday 
3 March with the children from Burford Primary School 
Reception Class visiting dressed as their favourite book 
character to listen to stories told by Peter Harris and Carol 
Amy, along with a singsong with musical instruments – an 
event much enjoyed by everyone – they also all took out 
books to read. 
     The Friends of Burford Library will be running various 
events for both the Platinum Party in the Street and the 
Burford Festival, along with writing competitions with 
prizes for the most interesting.  
     Carol is also on the hunt for complete jigsaws and board 
games to encourage residents to use the library for more 
events – please contact Carol if you can help. 

Watch this space for further information 
And lastly and most importantly please come along to the 
library, join and choose a book to read – it’s free. 
At least you have already paid for it in your council tax! 

Telephone:- 01993 823377 
Library opening times are in The Bridge 

Jan Cohen 

Although it has been a quiet start to 
the year on Burford High Street this 
cloud brings with it plenty to smile 
about in terms of silver linings.  
Given the plight of our European 
neighbours in Ukraine, never more so 
have I appreciated my freedom of 
speech, freedom of movement and the 
simple pleasures of having food in my 

fridge and an early night in my warm bed with a good 
book. 
     The quieter days have bought the joy of spending a 
longer than usual time chatting to customers in the shop - 
two in particular come to mind - the first being with 
Frimchy,  the daughter of holocaust survivor and author of 
Mala's Cat, Mala Kacenberg.  A wonderfully poignant yet 
positive chat about Mala's escape and family life and I am 
thrilled that Frimchy has agreed to talk to us at Burford Lit 
Fest in September (information available at 
www.burfordlitfest.co.uk)  The second was a lovely chat 
with a couple who came to buy books for their 
grandchildren, not unusual you might think, of course not - 
but these enterprising two were buying story books to read, 
record and send to each child.  Sometimes whole stories 
and sometimes a chapter at a time - what a wonderful way 
to inspire the next generation of readers and what a 
splendid family legacy. We hope to start our own story club 
at Madhatters soon but if in the meantime you are looking 
for inspiration for your little readers, do pop in and have a 
chat.  For our grown-up readers our top new paperbacks 
must include Still Life by Sarah Winman, Cecily by Annie 
Garthwait and Daughters of the Night by Laura Shepherd-
Robinson.  Whatever you read, do it with pleasure and if 
your bedside table is looking a little bare then call in to 
Madhatters, we really do have books for every age and 
taste.  We look forward to welcoming you and having a 
chat. 
Kim Harvey - The Madhatter Bookshop, 122 High Street, 
Burford - www.madhatterbookshop.co.uk 
Home to Burford Literary Festival 
www.burfordlitfest.co.uk 

NEW TO BURFORD AND AREA? 
Welcome.   The Burford & District Society will be happy to deliver your free copy of the ‘Living in Burford & District’ 

pack with details of many of the local facilities, clubs and societies.  Simply email your name and address to 
lizannjack@gmail.com.

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE AND CONTACTS 

The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Harsh Sentencing 
Your interview with Lord Dear revealed some fascinating 
facts. Of particular note was his exceptional bravery as an 
assistant chief constable in talking over two hours to a man 
holding him at gunpoint, after which he eventually handed 
over his weapon. He also mentions his role as chief 
superintendent in controlling the Cambridge Garden House 
Riot of 1970. It was organised by Cambridge students as a 
protest against the Greek colonel junta which was ruling 
the country in a very repressive way. The disruption may 
well have ended peacefully with no arrests when Geoffrey 
Dear assumed control. But eight students were sentenced 
to between 8 and 18 months in prison by reputedly the 
severest judge on the criminal bench, Mr Justice Melford 
Stevenson. The severity of the  sentences were criticised by 
a Times leader and also by Jack Straw, the then President 
of the National Union of Students, who much later was to 
become Home Secretary.  
Bert Clough 
We should make clear that the terms of imprisonment 
imposed were nothing to do with the police and were 
entirely within the discretion of the judge who was indeed 
noted for his severe sentencing.  It appears that all the 
defendants appealed to the Court of Appeal but only one 
appeal was upheld - Ed 

********************************************** 

Neglected Buildings 
I see our village comes within the umbrella of The Bridge - 
a great local magazine, but I don’t know if anyone 
responds to your articles or events.  We have our own 
Parish Pump covering Broadshires information but your 
wider news is most helpful.  I read about the disgraceful 
properties in the February issue and wonder also what goes 
on at the Contented Dementia Centre, next door to the 
Burford Surgery.  It looks deserted, I never see anyone 
about as I frequently visit next door.  I remember it as a 
thriving cottage hospital with a matron, offering in care 
support to the locals.  Sadly I have friends with dementia 
problems but no-one is referred to this centre - is it 
functional? 
     I would like to praise the newish post office - so 
essential and ever open and helpful - so a huge thanks to 
them.  We wait to see the return of the Chinese/Japanese 
tourists but there are still shops for our local needs too.  
Hopefully the large commercial traffic will be diverted 
before an accident, once again. 
Jane Pegram, Holwell 
If anyone from Contented Dementia would like to reply to 
this letter we shall be happy to include it in a future 
edition.  Another resident has suggested that a good use of 
any spare space in the Specal building would be to house 
Ukrainian refugees. 
The disgraceful properties referred to are the badly 
neglected buildings at 121 Burford High Street and 20 
Taynton described by Derek Cotterill- Ed. 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Bin Bandits at Large.  The lids on the blue 
bins break off and the dead are left at the 
roadside. The two featured have been there 
for weeks even though WODC has been 
informed. 
As the bins have wheels it is easy for a 
broken bin to be replaced by wheeling away 
someone else’s after a collection.  Getting a 
new one after yours has disappeared involves 
a long wait.  One part of the town is down to 
three bins for 20 houses. 
And it’s not only the blue bins, grey ones are 
wheeled away also. 
Derek Cotterill - 12 March 2022 

********************************************** 

SOLIDARITY WITH UKRAINE 

The Tolsey was decorated in March with bunting in the 
colours of Ukraine, which happen also to be the colours of 
the Burford Festival. 
Editors 

*********************************************** 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE  

(Covering Burford, Fulbrook, 
Taynton and Bradwell Village 

Only) 

The last order date for the 2021/22 year will be Thursday 5 
May 2022 by 5.00pm. However, due to the recent 
disruption in supplies and high increase in prices, we may 
be unable to find a supplier to accept our bulk order. We 
therefore recommend that you order directly with a 
supplier if you are in urgent need of oil. If we can place the 
order, delivery is expected between 9 and 20 May, but this 
will depend on market conditions. We will advise if the 
order has been placed on 6 May. No late orders will be 
accepted. 
     Burford Oil Syndicate will hold their Annual General 
Meeting in May. Details to be announced in the May 
edition of The Bridge. 
For more information or to join the syndicate and order 
online visit www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership 
application forms, and order forms are available from 
Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions contact  
Peter	Higgs	-	822462.	
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	 BURFORD PRE SCHOOL 
Celebrating Our Love for Books at Burford Pre-School 

In March, the children of Burford Pre-School had a 
wonderful month celebrating their love of books and 
stories.  At the start of the month, everyone brought in their 
favourite story book and dressed up as their favourite 
character. Just look at the photo below, can you spot any 
familiar characters?  
Each day, as part of our Pre-School routine, we dedicate a 
moment for story time. Not only do we build confidence 
and children's imagination by exploring a variety of 
different books but the children look forward to stories and 
their focus and concentration reflect this.  In addition, we 
are so very appreciative that Burford Library have taken 
the time each month to visit the children at Pre-School for 
a special story and music session. It's a wonderful 
opportunity to also learn more about what a library has to 
offer and a joint effort in developing children's love of 
books. 

At Burford Pre-School we believe that reading books aloud 
to children stimulates their imagination and expands their 
understanding of the world. It helps them to develop 
language and listening skills and prepares them to 
understand the written word and we hope that this passion 
will continue as the children move up to big schools. 
If you are looking for a setting for your child, we welcome 
you to visit us and see for yourselves what a wonderful 
nurturing Pre-School that we are. Set on Tanners Lane in 
the heart of the Burford Community. 
Ola Caless - Tel: 01993824031 
Email: burfordpreschool@outlook.com 

BURFORD SCHOOL 
You are invited… 

Our Grand Anniversary Ball is the culmination of our 450th 
birthday celebrations and we would like to bring alumni, 
school and community together to celebrate this 
momentous event in the history of Burford.  Do gather 
your friends and family together and come and enjoy a 
summer’s evening in our wonderful grounds. 
Tickets are on sale now at: 450ball@burford.oxon.sch.uk 
Sarah Duckworth 

************************************************* 
CAROLINE FISHER 

We are very sorry to advise Bridge 
readers that Caroline Fisher has been 
missing since 28 January this year 
following a holiday in Cornwall.  Her 
Mini Cooper car was found at 
Porthcurnick Beach and the local 
police and coastguard put out an alert 
for her and expressed concern for her 
safety. 
Caroline knew many people in Burford and was an 
enthusiastic, creative and friendly staff member of the 
Madhatter Bookshop in the pre-Covid era.   She then 
provided some wonderful book reviews for The Bridge 
which were very much appreciated by us as well as her 
readers.   The last book she reviewed was Where or When 
by Anita Shreve  and before that she wrote moving and 
perceptive accounts of a wide range of books including:  
     Not That Sort of Girl by Mary Wesley, Marry Me by 
John Updike, Summer’s Lease by John Mortimer, Spies by 
Michael Frayn, Brazzaville Beach by William Boyd, The 
Girl at the Lion d’Or by Sebastian Faulks, Love for Lydia 
by H.E. Bates, and The Tortoise and the Hare by Elizabeth 
Jenkins, The Probably Future by Alice Hoffman, Falling 
by Elizabeth Jane Howard, Epitaph for a Spy, Eric Ambler. 
Caroline’s reviews under the title “Caroline’s Classics” can 
be read online on www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.     Editors 

POST OFFICE UPDATE 
Bank branches are disappearing from our High Street. 
You can do most of your banking at the post office (next 
to Bumbles). 
You can  

• withdraw cash using your card 
• Pay cash into your account using your 

card or paying in slip 
• Check your bank balance 
• Deposit a cheque using a paying in 

slip 
Business  banking services include change giving 
Steve Colter

Black tie with a touch of blue
Carriages at 1.00am

 
£85 early bird discount
£95 per person 
Tables of 10 available

Email:450ball@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Grand Anniversary Ball

Celebrate our 450th birthday

Saturday 9 July 2022

Burford School

Canapés & drinks from 7.30pm

with us!

Drink on arrival
Canapés, 2 course meal & coffee

Cash bar
Cocktail bar

Live entertainment 
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 

Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email              town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823886 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church              gill.crippen@googlemail.com 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young 07909 913994 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                                                  bookings@burfordchurch.org.uk 

Library                                       01993 823377 
Tuesday 13.00- 18.00 
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00 
Friday 10.00 - 13.00 and 14.00 - 17.30 
Saturday 09.00 - 13.00 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 
Post Office    01993 822209 
stephencolter@aol.com  
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum    
April to October Tuesday -  
Sunday 2pm - 5pm 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, No front counter 
www.thamesvalleypolice.uk 

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION
Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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Mon 28 Mar Rotary Talk - Brian Barber on Aid 
Working in a Civil War in Liberia

Golf Club 7.00pm

Tue 29 March - 
Sat 2 April

Les Miserables Burford School

Sat 2 April Burford & District Horticultural Society 
Spring Show

Bowls Club

Wed 6 April Lenthall Concert - Orchestra Pro Anima Burford School 7.30pm

Sat 9 April Burford Singers - St John Passion Cirencester Parish Church 7.00pm

Tue 12 April Burford & District Society Visit to 
Whittington Court

See Article

Tue 12 April FABW1 Talk “The Oxford of Morse” by 
Alastair Lack

Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 13 April TASC Matisse - Master of Colour Warwick Hall 11.00am

Mon 18 April BEAGles Meeting Golden Pheasant 7.30pm

Sat 23 April “Mozart in Motion” by Patrick Mackie Northleach Church 7.00pm

Wed 27 April TASC Special Interest Day - Design 
Matters

Warwick Hall 10.15am

Wed 27 April Burford Town Council Annual Meeting Warwick Hall 7.00pm

28-30 April The Wychwood Players “But Yesterday” 
and “Carrot” and “Late Entry” 
www.wychwoodplayers.com

Beaconsfield Hall Shipton-
Under-Wychwood

7.30pm

Fri 29 April Burford & District Horticultural Society 
Outing to the Generous Gardener

Ampney Crucis 2.30pm

30 April - 2 May Lechlade Rally Langley Lane, Clanfield

Tue 10 May FABW1 Talk by Martin Cash Sculptor Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 11 May TASC lecture - Carl Linnaeus Warwick Hall 11.00am

Sun 15 May Bridewell Gardens Open Day Wilcote OX7 3DT 11-4pm

Sat 28 May “Bond Behind the Iron Curtain”by James 
Fleming

Northleach Church 7.30pm

Sat 4 June Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party

10-19 June 22 Burford Festival Various

12 June-10 July Onform Sculpture Exhibition Asthall Manor 11-6pm

Tue 28 June Burford & District Society Annual 
Garden Party (members only)

Springfield House 3-5pm

Sat 9 July Burford School Grand Anniversary Ball Burford School 7.30pm

23-26 Sept 22 Burford Literary Festival Various

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  FROM APRIL 2022

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, Venue, 
Time.     Thank you.
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, BURFORD 

PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
April 2022 

St John the Baptist, Burford 
3rd April  
Morning Service    11.00am 
10th April Palm Sunday 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Choral Matins (BCP)     9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
14th April Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion       7.00pm 
15th April Good Friday 
All Age Service     10.30am 
Meditation       2.00pm 
17th April Easter Day 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service    11.00am 
Holy Communion    11.50am 
24th April 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service    11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
10th April Palm Sunday   
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
Tuesday 12th April   
Compline      6.00pm 
15th April Good Friday 
Meditation     10.30am 
17th April Easter Day 
Holy Communion (CW)      9.30am 
24th April 
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
3rd April    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm  
17th April Easter Day 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
3rd April    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm  
10th April Palm Sunday   
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm  
17th April Easter Day 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm  

St Mary, Swinbrook 
3rd April    
Morning Service     11.00am 
10th April Palm Sunday   
Holy Communion (CW)     11.00am 
17th April Easter Day 
Morning Service       11.00am 
24th April 
Morning Service       11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
No service this month 

9.30am and 11.00am services in Burford are also 
live-streamed.  These can be found on our website 

or YouTube Channel. 
www.burfordchurch.org’   

Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

******************************************** 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 

Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 
For Easter and weekday services please see 
catholicchurchburford.org.uk or the church 
noticeboard for details. 
Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING  
Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 
11.00 a.m.  
Myra Ford 01451 810484, or Graham Hadley 01993 
823886 

******************************************** 

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH 
Burford Baptist, as a building, has not re-opened post 
lockdown at present as we are awaiting work to be 
done on the building which will hopefully mean that 
we can resume some of our activities and allow the 
building to be let from January 2022. 

The soup and pudding and cafe services are currently 
suspended. 

We are aware that many of the vulnerable people in our 
community are anxious at this time and we need to 
ensure that all of us are being kept safe and that we all 
continue to keep safe during these times. 

We look forward to welcoming the community back in 
once we have made the building safer and done 
essential works. 
Gill Crippen 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Readers may be interested to know that a service 
of choral matins with the choir takes place in 
Burford Parish Church on the second Sunday or 
each month.  
All are welcome.
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REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, 
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 
gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, 
all abilities

Kevin 704655 
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all 
abilities

Vijay 891043 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Wednesdays Burford Library 2-4pm Christine Brown 822589/June 
Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm K. Gray 823805  
burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-6; Wed 
closed; Thurs 10-1; Friday 10-1 
and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church    
10.30 - 12 midday

Diana Peters 01993 822785

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI (FaBWI) Second Tuesday of every month Warwick Hall Jane Arnell gjaarnell@icloud.com 
01993 822755 or thefabwi.org

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday (wef Sept 2021) Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, Fri 
8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, 
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 
07793 012215

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.ukThe Wychwood Lodge of 

Freemasons
3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 

wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, 
singing, talks

John Harrington 822451 or Sue 
Sheppard 824729

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and 
Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers and  
Burford Barber Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers Ltd Auctioneers and Valuers 01242 235712

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Radnor Martin Estate agents covering Burford and the surrounding villages 0203 8580035
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BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 

• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

• Loose covers 
• Curtains 
• Re-Upholstery 
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service, 
please call

Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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*O� er valid for openings up to 2.6m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our experienced installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

Now only 

£895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Gotta get a Garolla.

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01993 800 023
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
plant nursery experience.

 
Nicholsons Plants

Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous 
Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting 

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Innovative menus | Locally sourced food 

All dietary requirements welcome 
Tuesday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time,  
please book via our website.

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

 

        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118



 

Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.

IN-PERSON CLASSES 
at Warwick Hall, 
Burford : Overbury : 
Pershore : Toddington
• Beginners 
• Workshops 
• Intermediates

ONLINE COURSES 
pre-recorded videos, 
work at your own pace! 

ONLINE CLASSES 
monthly videos, plus 
live zoom.

DAtES, INfO, bOOkINgS z 
or contact Jessie: 
enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk 
07958 596060 
www.discoveryartclass.co.uk
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice 

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies 
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

April 2021

Reavley Chemist, 124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR  

01993 823144   |   info@reavley.co.uk   |   www.reavley.co.uk 
Open 6 days a week   |   Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm   |   Saturday 9am – 5pm 

Summer may seem a lifetime away as the cold, 
frosty mornings still nip at our senses, but 
warmer climes are beckoning and many people 
are booking a holiday after two years of putting 
holiday plans on hold.

Make sure you have everything you need so your trip will 
be the well earned rest you deserve - not just the Fit to Fly 
vaccinations and testing which we offer, but all the other 
vaccinations and preparations you may need before travel.

Vaccinations & Preventative Medicine
We are able to offer Rabies, Hepatitis A & B, Meningitis, 
Cholera and Typhoid vaccinations as well as malaria 
prevention tablets prior to travel. Some countries require 
proof of inoculation on entry at Customs, so please talk to  
our helpful staff to ensure you are fully compliant and  
to book your appointment.

Period Delay, Altitude Sickness & “Funny Tummy”
Nothing spoils a holiday more than being less than your 
healthiest self so talk to our pharmacist about delaying 
your period, preventing altitude sickness and buying 
over-the-counter medication in case of an upset tummy or 
diarrhoea. We can also supply antibiotics to take with you 
in case the dreaded traveller’s diarrhoea should strike.

And finally...
If the mozzies see you and think “lunch” ensure you have 
both preventative insect repellent as well as soothing over-
the-counter medication for bites and stings.

Happy travels!

Prepping for the  
summer ahead! 

 (Don’t let the bugs bite…)

Monthly_Editorial_April.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_April.indd   1 07/03/2022   12:3507/03/2022   12:35
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TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535 ajarborists.co.uk

alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk

•  Tree work complete to BS3998

•  Hedge trimming and reducing

•  Large tree  dismantling

•  Tree & hedge planting

•  Fruit tree care & advice

•  Stump removal

•  Site clearance

•  Tree health and safety reports

•  BS5837 Reports

•  Tree insurance reports

•  Tree management plans

•  Specialised in conservation 

   areas & TPO consent

•  Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

For a free consultation & competitive 
quote, call 01285 750874
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www.therooflightcompany.co.uk   |  01993 833155
Trusted by architects, respected by builders, loved by homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Mallams
1788

Grosvenor Galleries, 26 Grosvenor Street, Cheltenham GL52 2SG www.mallams.co.uk

Every Tuesday 9am – 1pm
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

I N  C H E LT E N H A M

Asian & Islamic Art,  
Modern Art & Design,  

Jewellery & Silver,  
British & European Paintings,  

Furniture and Works of Art

A set of Meissen porcelain shallow bowls
sold recently for £500 (exc. premium)

Offering delicious freshly cooked steaks, ribs and
burgers. Savour the char grilled fish specials, take

away available 
Live music every Friday!

All sports shown from BT and sky sports 
Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday. £4.25 on

selected pints and half price bottle of wines 
 

www.themermaidburford.co.uk | 01993 822193
 

YOUR LOCAL BAR AND

GRILL, THE MERMAID

 THE GOLDEN PHEASANT 

Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday.
£4.25 on selected pints and half price

bottles of wines. Friday fizz night! Prosecco,
£16 a bottle. 

www.thegoldenpheasantinn.co.uk |
01993 823223 

SULLA COLLINA AT THE

BURFORD HOUSE

Fantastic Italian food freshly cooked, savour the
extensive wine collection. Dine outside under the

grape vines or within our cosy restaurant.
Half price wine by the glass every Friday 4pm-9pm. 

Half price bottles of wine Saturday 4pm-7pm.
Have you seen our Valentines Day menu?

 Give us a call to book.
 

www.burford-house.co.uk | 01993 823151



BEST in Horticulture Group 
 Academy of Practical Horticulture 

 For more information visit our website www.bestinhorticulture.co.uk 
or contact us: 

Course Administrator 
07498 918588 

enquiries@bestinhorticulture.co.uk 

Bampton: Bampton: 
 NEW Practical Design Diploma
 NEW FORMAT  RHS Level 2 Theory & 

Practical Certificates

North Moreton: 
 NEW FORMAT  RHS Level 2 Theory & 

Practical Certificates
 FINAL RHS Level 3 Practical Certificate
 NEW 'Grow your Own'  C & G Diploma

Do you want to become 
a better gardener?

or find a new career 
outdoors?

BEST runs courses leading to professional qualifications in 
horticulture at two Oxfordshire centres:  

Bampton  near Faringdon and North Moreton near Didcot 




