
Do you remember Vim? That abrasive scouring powder which, together with its rival product Ajax, was used for 
decades by everyone for cleaning their bath (there were hardly any showers in homes in those days).  Rumpole of the 
Bailey said that his labours at the criminal bar were chiefly motivated by the need to keep She Who Must Be Obeyed 
supplied with Vim.  If you were the first to use the bath after it was cleaned its residue produced a strange gritty 
feeling in the nether regions.  It’s still available online if you wish to experience it. 
Someone who has been cleaning up this summer is the holiday let sector as a result of the rise in staycationing.  A 
recent article from South Devon described how tourism there is booming (good) but so many houses are now either 
second homes or holiday lets that it is difficult for people wanting to buy or rent somewhere as their main residence.  
They suggest that various loopholes enabling owners of second homes to avoid Council Tax should be blocked.  Some 
places are arranging for new builds to be sold on condition that they can only be used as a main home.  Food for 
thought there. 
On a possibly related point, a friend in Fulbrook reports that she dreads driving home along the A40 because of the 
inevitability of having a long wait to get through Burford.  What a pity we can’t charge drivers 5p to cross the river as 
they used to do at the Swinford toll bridge.  We could make a fortune. 

Elsewhere it was reported recently that a vast number of old fossils have been discovered in the Cotswolds.  (Please 
fill in your own joke according to taste.) 
Editors
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 2021 THE BRIDGE

A warm welcome to the residents of Shilton who, along with other towns and villages shown above, are now 
receiving The Bridge.  This photo shows the footbridge over the Shill brook and another photo of Shilton is also 

included at the end of the editorial pages.
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
Burford has often been 
described as timeless. 
However, according to 
the Tolsey clock, in 
June Burford was 
running on double time, 
and then in mid-July, 
Burford was back on 
time: but not for long. 
In August, we have 
become timeless again 
as the Tolsey clock has 
been taken down for the 
beams and mountings 

to be replaced as they 
were in a dangerous state. Hopefully, in the next few 
weeks we can return to normal time, with the Tolsey 
newly decorated, and the clock re-installed safely and 
working correctly. 
     Comments on the Coles Field planning application 
are being submitted, and all will be considered right up 
to the date of the WODC Planning meeting to consider 
the application*. We await a date for this. 
The planning application for the extension to the 
Guildenford car park, which would help to alleviate the 
lack of parking in the town, is also awaiting a date to be 
heard by WODC Uplands planning committee. If you 
wish to view the details, and/or comment on the 
application, it is on the WODC planning website under 
reference 21/02110/FUL. 
     I am pleased to report that, from our recent request 
for donations for a bench for Church Green, we have 
had three offers so we will also be installing two new 
matching benches on Church Green and another on the 
west side of The Hill too. My thanks to you all. 
     Our August meetings covered a report on OCC’s 
meeting to review the experimental 7.5 tonne HGV ban 
in Burford, more of which from John White in this 
issue. We also considered proposals for the “Queen’s 
Green Canopy” to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee which I hope to report on next month, and also 
started to consider the Queen’s Jubilee Street Party 
announced for 4 June 2022. 
     Finally, we have the long-awaited puffin crossing 
now working on the A40 east of the Burford 
roundabout, and hopefully all the works to Shilton 
Road, especially the verges, will be completed in the 
next couple of months. Have you noticed, somehow 
every delay is now blamed on Covid or Brexit? What 
did we use as an excuse before 2020, or were there no 
delays then? Answers on the letters page next month 
please. 
Peter Higgs - Mayor 

*On 14 August over 250 objections had been lodged.  To 
comment or object go to the WODC planning website 
and search for reference 21/02343/OUT - Ed. 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
The High Street has 
been busy during the 
summer and, hopefully, 
traders have recouped 
some of the losses 
incurred during the 
pandemic lockdowns. 
The car park has been 
full day after day and 
this has benefited the 
High Street as the 
Warwick Hall has not 
operated as a wedding 
reception and business/

conference venue since 
the start of the pandemic. We have not seen the effect of 
these events on the High Street since 2018/19. 
     The car park extension planning application is still 
live but not progressing well. WODC is asking for more 
information which would require about £5,000 of 
consultants’ reports, money which the town council does 
not have.  Residents who are inconvenienced when the 
car park is full are in Witney Street, Guildenford and 
Sheep Street as the overspill areas but whether this is 
justification for another £5,000 in a game of chance is 
debatable. 
     The Environment Agency want flood risk 
assessments for adjacent properties: the church, 
Fysshers Croft, Dove Cottage, Tiverton Villa, etc. 
although these would be unaffected by the development. 
The WODC Environment Officer wants assessments for 
otters, etc., in areas which are not on the application site 
and not under the control of the town council. A 
Heritage Impact Assessment is called for to assess the 
view from and into the car park; we have a quote of 
£2,000 for that report. WODC has environment and 
conservation officers but they do not do the work, they 
judge and tick boxes. 
     Reading the support and objectors’ letters is 
interesting and shows that many of these authors seldom 
read the submitted documentation. There will be no 
tarmac, the view is of a middle distance sewage works, 
shops will not survive for the convenience of residents 
alone, many shop and business employees have 
difficulty parking, and so on. There are suggestions for a 
car park at the top of the hill and a shuttle bus service. 
LDV make a diesel shuttle bus costing from £15,000 but 
if an electric version is required the starting price is 
£60,000! Also, a rota of five drivers would be required 
for seven day, long day working – where are they and 
what would they cost? 
The application will probably run on till November or 
December before a decision is made. If refused it will be 
for my successor of whatever party to progress or 
abandon. 
Derek Cotterill - 11 August 2021 

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Saving Our Windrush 

Together with WASP, we met with the Cotswold MP, Sir 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, who is also determined to help 
stop the dumping of raw sewage into our rivers. Thames 
Water was also present but had little to add.  Sir Geoffrey 
will take a keen interest in introducing legislation to curb 
sewage pollution. 
Our sophisticated river testing equipment, based just 
outside Burford, has shown no increase over the summer 
of further pollution but it will take 10-15 years to return 
the river to its natural state and that is based on no further 
sewage in the winter months being added to the 
Windrush. With WASP’s help, we will continue to assess 
the river.   
No doubt many readers saw in the news that Southern 
Water were fined £90m for dumping raw sewage into the 
Solent. We need to remain ever vigilant to protect the 
Windrush. 

Our HGV Campaign  
We had an interim (six monthly) meeting to review the 
Burford weight limit ban and it was recommended that 
the weight limit should remain in place until the final 18 
month review in January 2022. In Burford, the report 
showed that there had been a 70% reduction in three-axle 
and five-axle vehicles (which are the large HGVs) with 
little evidence that they were using our villages as rat 
runs. Two-axle vehicles, which are mainly delivery light 
HGVs, remained the same – mainly owing to the increase 
in COVID related deliveries such as Sainsbury’s, 
Waitrose, Amazon, DPD, Parcelforce etc. The main point 
is that they are below the 7.5 ton limit and are mainly 
local deliveries.  The ban is working! 

OCC Covid Update 
In the seven days up to 23 July, there was a total of 2,044 
confirmed new COVID-19 cases in Oxfordshire. This is a 
decrease from 2,567 over the previous week and is 
equivalent to a weekly rate of 295.5 per 100,000 
residents. A 20% reduction. Cases in the over 60s have 
increased from 116 to 119, which is equivalent to a 
weekly rate of 72.0 per 100,000 residents. You can view 
the latest figures on OCC’s COVID-19 dashboard. 
  
• Keeping safe and stopping the spread 

•Take the vaccine when offered 
it. 
•Take part in twice-weekly 
symptom-free testing. 
•Rest and isolate if you have 
symptoms, test positive or are 
contacted by NHS Test and 
Trace  
•Quarantine if you’ve travelled 
back from a red country or if 
you’re unvaccinated returning 
from an amber country (this 
remains law). 

Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

In between the showers the sun is shining and what an 
absolute joy and delight it is to see Burford humming with 
visitors.  The car park may be overflowing but our shops 
are busy and our wonderful hostelries brimming with 
happy customers - it almost feels normal again! 
     With regard to the bookshop - the support continues to 
be overwhelming - thank you to you all.  Please do keep 
one eye on our website for news of our book groups for 
young and old and toddler time for our very youngest 
readers, all of which we are hoping to commence shortly. 
     Now it is time to turn our attention to Burford Lit 
Fest.  What started as a tiny spark has certainly ignited 
into a flaming fire fanned by enthusiasm and a desire to 
put Burford on the literary map.  Who knew we would 
end up with so many award winning and nominated 
authors from Maggie Shipstead nominated for the Booker 
Prize for her incredible book, The Great Circle to 
Women's Prize for Fiction nominee Clare Chambers and 
so many more? 
     We hope you will agree that there is something for 
every one of you and that, by making the events 
accessible at £5 per event and the children's events free, 
you will all be able to get tickets.   
     If you have any questions or feel you would like to get 
involved and volunteer we are always looking for extra 
pairs of hands. 
     Thank you to you all for getting behind Buford Lit Fest 
and we look forward to a wonderful five days of literary 
magic.                                                             Kim Harvey 
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How to Get on in Society - the Story of Nell 
Gwynne and the Earl of Burford 

Nell Gwynne was born on 2 
February 1650, exactly 300 
years before the author of this 
fine piece, possibly in London 
although  Hereford also lays 
claim to her. There is 
circumstantial evidence that 
she was born in Oxford. 
     In 1662 when aged 12, 
Nell took a lover called 
Duncan. The relationship 
lasted two years. Nell was 
provided with rooms at a 

tavern in Maypole Alley and secured a job at a new theatre 
nearby. Following the restoration of Charles II a new 
playhouse was built in Bridges Street; this was later rebuilt 
and became the Theatre Royal Drury Lane 
     Prostitute Mary Meggs, a friend of Nell’s mother, hired 
Nell to sell oranges and other sweetmeats within the 
theatre. The girls were scantily clad and acted as go- 
betweens for men and the “actresses” backstage. Nell 
caught the eye of the theatre director and was soon to 
become one of the most sought-after actresses of the day. 
Nell became the mistress of actor Charles Hart, later to 
Charles Sackville and finally to King Charles II who Nell 
mischievously called Charles III. Nell was discreet and not 
demanding like the king’s previous mistresses and Charles 

granted her a house in Pall Mall and a 
combined income of £9000 a year.  
Charles was a keen hunter, race goer and 
gambler; it was with good reason he was 
called the Merry Monarch. He was a big 
fan of Burford as it provided an escape 
from the court in London and allowed 
him time with Nell and to indulge his 
passions. During one of his visits with 
Nell they stayed at the George Inn and 
the story is told that Nell shouted to her 

son (another Charles) “Come here you little bastard and 
say hello to your father”. The king protested at such an 
outburst and Nell responded “Your majesty has given me 

no other name by which to call him”.  
The king cried out “God save the Earl of 
Burford”, and on 21 December 1676 a 
warrant was passed to grant the boy that 
title.  Eight years later King Charles 
granted his son 
the title Duke of 
St Albans with an 
allowance of 

£1000 a year. The second picture is 
of the present Earl of Burford, the 
son and heir of the 14th Duke of St 
Albans. Do you think he’s ever 
visited Burford where all those 
years ago his title was created? 
David Cohen - Burford Archive 
Committee 

To mark the grateful thanks of the Burford Archive 
Project’s small team, a reception was held on 30 July to 
which over 150 donors and contributors were invited. The 
occasion was generously sponsored by Reavley’s 
Pharmacy, Mrs Bumble’s Delicatessen, Lynwood & Co 
Cafe and The Cotswold Cheese Company. David Cohen, 
chairman of the Falkland Hall Charity (FHC) explained 
that FHC had bought the lease of the building in Swan 
Lane to be converted into an archive. He expressed our 
gratitude to Sue Ashton and her family who had generously 
made the building available to the community and thanked 
both the team and the wide circle of donors for bringing 
the project to the point at which conversion work had 
started with a completion date of early spring 2022. The 
fitting out of the archive building would be the third and 
final phase of the project. 

Clendon Daukes saluted the contribution made by 
individual donors and community events over the past year 
and a half (including July’s Gigantic Book Sale which 
made some £2,300) which together, despite Covid and 
lockdowns, had produced the magnificent sum of £60,000, 
almost a third of the total funds raised to date which had 
otherwise come from WODC’s major contribution of 
£50,000 and donations from related charities. 
     The Burford Tolsey  - Museum & Archive, would be a 
single entity in two locations. A new committee had been 
formed at the museum’s EGM on 26 July and this will 
carry forward the next chapter of the integrated museum 
and archive.  Clendon drew to the gathering’s attention 
Chris Walker’s remarkable service to the community as a 
museum committee member for over 50 years and its 
chairman for the past 20 years! Chris’ expertise will 
however not be lost as he remains the curator of both the 
museum and archive. 
     Many guests at the reception were already Friends of 
the Tolsey Museum which will be superseded by The 
Friends of the Burford Tolsey whose annual subscription 
will be £10.  However existing friends, donors and major 
contributors will automatically become Friends of the new 
group without charge for the first year until 1 September 
2022. Friends of the Burford Tolsey will bring with it the 
monthly newsletter, twice yearly update reports, access to 
all standard meetings and opportunities to help in both 
locations. Those who contribute £25 or more over the year 
will have enhanced membership as Benefactors and be 
eligible for an invitation to the annual reception. 
Clendon Daukes 
Chairman, The Burford Tolsey - Museum & Archive 
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 At the time of writing this month’s FaB WI report we 
are looking forward to our first face-to-face meeting in 
the Warwick Hall on 10 August.  We will be hosting a 
speaker from Medical Detection Dogs deferred from 
July because of the extension of the Covid regulations.  
This wonderful charity has been brought into the 
limelight recently and we are eagerly anticipating 
learning more about their amazing work. 
     On Saturday 24 July we held a fabulous Coffee, Cake 
and Tombola fund raising morning at Grange House in 
Fulbrook.  We would like to extend a huge thank you to 
Pauline and Bob Warner for offering their lovely 
grounds for this very successful event.  The weather was 
kind and we were well supported by many from the 
local community. Our thanks to everyone who came and 
supported us. 
     It is not only our fund raising events that are open to 
the wider community. Our regular meetings are also 
open to guests for a small guest fee of £5. Why not 
come along to one of our meetings to hear first class 
speakers and learn more about the work of the Women’s 
Institute both locally and nationally? For example the 
week 18-26 September is the National Federation of 
WIs ‘Great Big Green Week’ when we are all 
encouraged to concentrate on improving the green 
credentials of our local environment. 
     Our next meeting on 14 September will be our 
annual bring-and-share Harvest Supper.  We will be 
joined by Sally Colter, the owner of Burford’s renowned 
delicatessen and purveyors of fine foods, Mrs. Bumbles, 
who will be introducing us to some of her locally 
sourced delicacies.  If you would like to join us for this 
very sociable evening please contact our secretary, Jane 
Arnell.  Her contact details are listed below. 
     The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. Guests will 
always receive a very warm welcome.  For further 
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or 
contact Jane Arnell at gjaarnell@icloud.com or on 
01993 822755. 
Angela Weller  

 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE  

(Covering Burford, 
Fulbrook, Taynton 

and Bradwell 
Village Only) 

Next order date is Thursday 9 September 2021 by 
5.00pm. Late orders will not be accepted. Deliveries for 
the September order are expected to be between 13 
September and 24 September. The following order will 
be on Thursday 21 October, with delivery expected by 6 
November. 
You can join the syndicate and order online at 
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application forms 
and order forms are available from Burford News and 
Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions please contact Peter 
Higgs - 822462 

Dogs 
saving 
Lives Medical Detection Dogs 

OXON and Cotswold Supporters Group 

10th Anniversary Auction of 
Promises 

 
To celebrate the ten year anniversary of the Supporters 
Group we have arranged an exciting and extraordinary 
Auction of Promises to benefit Medical Detection Dogs. 
The auction is full of opportunities to bid for interesting, 

intriguing, and indulgent prizes. Eg—Artisan Baking, Days 
Out, Experiences, Holidays, Pets, Vouchers, and many, 

many more. See auction  site for all the Promises 

The auction starts at 8:00 1st September 2021 and runs 
until 23:00 on 15th September 2021. 

Join by going to www.galabid.com/mdd and register to 
bid. 

Hosted by Galabid.com 

www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk 
Registed Charity in England & Wales No: 1124533 and in Scotland No: SCO 44434 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The editors 
may refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted for inclusion must give the 
name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to 
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 



- 6 - 

 Lecture Wednesday 13 October at 11am Warwick Hall 
or via Zoom  

A Brief Story of Wine 
With David Wright 

We are anticipating that this lecture will be held at the 
Warwick Hall (observing any current Covid regulations) 
and via Zoom for those who prefer. More information 
will be circulated via our newsletter and website. 

Wine has been with us for thousands of years, and our 
speaker will share the fascinating ‘brief story of wine’ 
through paintings, decorated drinking vessels, buildings 
and literature spanning 7,000 years of rich evidence. 
     David Wright has been a wine retailer, importer and 
distributor for 30 years. He has presented tastings and 
talks on wine to trade and private audiences. These have 
taken the form of wine tastings or charity events where a 
particular subject is presented, and wines tasted. 

Lectures take place from 11.00 – 12.00 in the Warwick 
Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Booking 
arrangements for the Warwick Hall or Zoom will be put 
on the lecture page of the website in late September. 
Visitor information will also be displayed on the 
website. 
For more information, please contact Frances Sparkes 
on 01993 823943 or by email, 
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please see the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes   

THE HGV SAGA 
The Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (“ETRO”) 
which imposed the 7.5 tonne weight limit on HGVs in 
Burford High Street runs until February 2022. A 
decision whether or not to make it permanent will be 
made in January 2022. However, OCC decided, as they 
were entitled to, to hold a mid-term review which took 
place at the end of July. It was intended to be informed 
by a traffic survey organised by OCC which explains the 
cables laid across the High Street for a time during the 
spring. Similar monitoring took place at 15 other sites 
including Chippy, Bladon, Witney and several of the 
smaller communities in the county. 
     There is a new player in the game. The Windrush 
Valley Traffic Action Group (“WiVTAG”) comprises 14 
town and parish councils, one district council 
(unnamed), several farms and 51 businesses. They 
lodged a written appeal, and spoke to it at the hearing, 
which sought to persuade Cllr Duncan Enright, the OCC 
Cabinet Member for Travel & Development Strategy, to 
whom responsibility for this issue has been delegated, 
that the weight limit should be abandoned immediately. 
They argued, quite shamelessly, that all A361 HGV 
traffic should go through Burford and none should go 
through any other community in Oxfordshire or 
Gloucestershire. We, of course, argued to the contrary. 
     One of the main planks of our argument was that the 
data provided by the spring survey was wholly 
unreliable in one crucial respect. The cables-across-the- 
road could not distinguish between two-axle vehicles 
which are under 7.5 tonnes and those which are greater 
than 7.5 tonnes. This means that all the two-axle figures 
are lumped together making it impossible to tell whether 
the weight limit has succeeded in reducing the number 
of two-axle HGVs above 7.5 tonnes or not! 
     In the event, Cllr Enright accepted the 
recommendations of his permanent officials to:- 

1) continue the ETRO until February 2022; 
2) conduct further monitoring using camera 

technology to check two-axle HGVs; 
3) review, with BTC, the operation of the permit 

scheme; and 
4) make the final decision in January 2022 

During the autumn we will prepare a detailed response 
to WiVTAG’s appeal. We will also gird our loins for the 
final decision-making hearing in January.. There is 
bound to be a certain amount of hot-headedness around, 
especially on social media, but we will continue to rely 
on cool, albeit robust, professionalism. 
Burford Town Council - August 2021 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook
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AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 
Facts not fiction about the HGV Ban in Burford.  

Love thy neighbour and fellow communities 

When money was being 
raised in the town for 
the 7.5t weight 
restriction in Burford, 
were you told where the 
400-600 HGVs were 
going to go? Did 
anyone mention that it 
would mean HGVs 
having to burn more 
fossil fuels to by-pass 
the town while we are in 
a climate emergency? 

Were you told it would impact and damage your 
neighbouring Gloucestershire and West Oxfordshire 
villages, towns, businesses and farms? Was it sold to you 
that the long distance HGVs driving through Burford 
would divert to Morton-in-Marsh, Enstone and Woodstock 
(in the case of Woodstock the recent OCC report showed a 
35% increase in HGVs); they too have a tourist industry 
and beautiful buildings. Did anyone mention that a few of 
these long-haul HGVs would cut through the tiny villages 
of the Barringtons and Swinbrook? Did you know that the 
permit scheme is only good for a journey that starts and 
finishes within a 4.8-mile radius of Burford making local 
businesses on the edge of Brize Norton, Witney, Standlake 
etc ineligible for a permit? And even if eligible, that for 
each vehicle they must fill in a paper form and send a 
cheque through the post? Some have been threatened with 
prosecution if they go over the bridge again. One local 
business on the edge of Brize Norton has a client in 
Taynton; the journey via Burford is 7.5 miles, but the 
enforced diversion via the A40, A429 and A424 is 30.5 
miles, with several deliveries and pickups. What is this 
doing for the environment?  
     Windrush Valley Traffic Action Group (WiVTAG) 
represents the local and regional interests of 14 town and 
parish councils, 51 businesses and a growing number of 
farms within a radius of 20 miles of Burford in our 
campaign against the weight restriction through the town. 
At their cabinet meeting on 29 July Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC), much encouraged by Burford’s town 
councillors and despite a comprehensive, objective appeal 
by WiVTAG, decided to prolong the Burford A361 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order until its final 
review in February 2022. 
The facts, collated over many months of research to 
support our appeal for a regional solution to a regional 
problem, are: 
• many of your local farmers are effectively isolated and 

outside the 4.8-mile permit zone; unable to move 
livestock, harvest crops or supplies while their 
international hauliers can no longer access their farms 
with 3-5 axle HGVs; 

• your regional transporters and hauliers are, by their 
own admission, being forced to take lengthy, expensive 
and polluting diversions through tiny villages; 
diverting 40 miles (+) or in some cases refusing to 
deliver/collect from local businesses, construction sites 
or retail outlets on unsuitable minor roads; 

• young school children at a village school are now 
scared to walk on their two-foot-wide pavements, 
inches from transiting HGVs; 

• owners of roadside properties are seeing serious 
damage to verges, roads, and pavements; 

• and the residents around Bridge Street in Witney, 
already in a declared Air Quality Managed Area (i.e. 
where pollution levels exceed 40 µgm-3) may suffer a 
further pollution increase to a dangerous level due to 
traffic diverted from Burford, a town which has 
recorded consistently below the national guidance limit 
of 40 µgm-3. 

The Burford scheme contradicts policies in OCC’s Local 
Transport Plan. WiVTAG’s appeal is for the application of 
these established County Council transport policies. Our 
campaign will continue with some urgency, while we 
endeavour, not to change the inevitable characteristics of 
life on an A Road (noise and vibration) but to protect the 

safety, property and livelihoods of our rural communities. 
Article submitted by WiVTAG. If you would like a full copy 
of the WiVTAG Appeal document, please email 
WiVTAG@outlook.com. 
Let us have your views on this issue 
at editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk.  It 
would be interesting to receive ideas 
about what a “regional solution” to 
the problem might look like if it were 
to be other than reverting to all the 
HGVs going though Burford -Ed. 
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BURFORD LIBRARY 
It is taking time to bring the library back to its full 
opening hours. The Library Service is not yet ready to 
authorise libraries to open when no paid staff are 
present, and ours is one of the few in the county where 
there are a number of slots filled by volunteers only. So 
the hours remain Tuesday, 1-4, Thursday, 10-1 and 
Friday 10-1. The Friends of Burford Library and the 
volunteers are still full of enthusiasm and as soon as we 
can, we will be offering more opening hours, and we 
will also be investing in books, to make sure there is 
something worth reading (when was there not?) when 
everything is back to normal. 
Anne Youngson 

CONCERTS IN NORTHLEACH 
CHURCH 

Piano Concert 
Saturday 9 October  

7.00pm: Four Hands One Piano.  
Critically acclaimed identical twin pianists, Claire and 

Antoinette Cann, play music from Schubert to Gershwin 
at Northleach Church. 

 www.ticketsource.co.uk/4hands1piano 

Popular Classics 
Tuesday 19 October at 7 pm 

Orchestra Pro Anima with Michael Bochmann (violin) 
and Peter Adams (cello) 
     Orchestra Pro Anima and Michael’s exciting return to 
Northleach church, in partnership with Water City 
Music (watercitymusic.com), brings favourite classics, 
technical wizardry and popular songs under one roof. 
They also celebrate the inaugural event of the WCM 
Cotswold Junior Voices in three songs.  
     The programme includes Bach’s famous Double 
Violin Concerto, Vivaldi’s Winter and Mozart’s Salzburg 
Symphony in F. The programme finishes with the 
dazzling Hungarian Rhapsody played by Peter Adams, 
touring partner of Nigel Kennedy. 
Interval bar. Tickets £16.00 at 
 www.ticketsource.co.uk/water-city-music/t-qdvjyg. 
Jane Quelch LENTHALL CONCERTS

A full and exciting 2021-22 season ahead:
 6 October– Carducci Quartet

3 November– Klanglust
8 December– Ben Holder Trio
12 January– Fidelio Piano Trio
16 February– Bochmann Trio
6 April– Orchestra Pro Anima

 
Further details are available on the website -

http://www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk/
Nigel Barraclough
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AS I WAS SAYING………… 
Famous last words (“FLW”). We all know Spike 
Milligan’s which he had engraved on his gravestone – “I 
told you I was ill” – and Capt. Oates’ sad farewell to his 
colleagues as, riddled with frostbite and gangrene, he left 
the tent for the last time – “I am just going outside and 
may be some time”. Less well known but equally striking 
are Voltaire’s FLW . When, on his death bed, Voltaire’s 
priest asked him to forswear the Devil and all his works, 
Voltaire replied: “This is no time to make new enemies”. 
     It must take enormous presence of mind and fortitude 
to come up with such gems when you are about to shuffle 
off this mortal coil (that’s from Hamlet, by the way). Or 
do you think that they planned it and rehearsed it months 
or years in advance? Even so, it would still take great 
judgement and timing to get it right on the night. Imagine 
the horror if your last gasp arrived seconds before you 
were about to let rip with your stunning FLW. If you want 
to start planning now, be warned - thinking up some 
memorable FLW is not that easy but somehow easier for 
somebody else than for oneself. OCC’s chief transport 
planner, having been battered and badgered by BTC for 
years over the HGVs demolishing the town, might well 
breathe her last with a heartfelt – “That’s a weight limit 
off my mind”. The owner of the most incontinent dog in 
town – and there are a number of contenders for that title 
– might murmur – “This is the ultimate pick-up”. Any 
town councillor, having survived umpteen monthly 
meetings and being offered heaven or hell for eternity, 
might well insist “I abstain”. And every county councillor 
and Member of Parliament I have ever met would be 
entitled to say as the Grim Reaper appears – “Sorry, I 
can’t stop – I have another meeting”. 
     You can always tell the FLW that have been pre-
prepared, crafted and honed over the years. They are stiff, 
frequently mawkish with none of the zing of the off-the-
cuff elegant witticism. It is all very well and worthy to 
thank your family and friends and express pious hopes for 
their futures or curse the government, the Church and the 
medical profession but that does not raise a smile from 
those gathered for the last good-bye.  
     They will merely complain that you are taking a long 
time going and do you not realise that the pubs are open. 
No, give me, every time, the short, sharp riposte that 
protests at the inevitability to come. 
     My favourites are, first and foremost, King George V – 
always wise to put royalty first, you never know whom 
you might meet in the High Street. He had been ill for 
some time but the doctors assured him that he was getting 
better and would soon be able to go to Bognor Regis to 
recuperate. His Majesty responded – “Bugger Bognor” – 
and promptly died. Oscar Wilde, who would never leave 
anywhere, let alone life, without a sparkling bon mot, on 
being moved to a scabrously decorated bedroom for his 
last few hours, rebuked his host saying – “Either the 
wallpaper goes or I do” – and also promptly died. That’s 
the way to go! 
I have no choice in the matter. Assuming I have the 
opportunity, my parting shot must be – “As I was 
saying…………..” 
John White - Councillor 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY  
The last month has been busy for Rotary and so lovely to 
get together again.   
    We are delighted to be able to do Chastleton teas 
throughout the summer  

Rotarians in their new aprons 
  The president’s charity this year will be Bridewell 
Gardens, a mental health recovery garden based in North 
Leigh. We all enjoyed an evening picnic on 20 July in 
these beautiful gardens and raised a toast to the new 
Rotary year with Bridewell sparkling white wine -  
delicious it is too. We were very pleased to donate over 
£200 to the charity.  
       On 2 August our president’s Handover Dinner took 
place at Burford Golf Club.  Ros Richardson, incoming 
president, thanked Stuart Jackson, the outgoing president 
for keeping us all together through the lockdown Zoom 
meetings and for bringing us out the other side as a strong 
club (see above right).  
     On 24 September we are having a Black Tie Charity 
Dinner at Burford Golf Club. Our guest speaker is Kathy 
Slack and we are delighted that she has agreed to speak.  
Kathy has a new book out, From the Veg Patch. She is a 
lively and charismatic speaker. An event not to miss. 
Tickets are £25 a head. For more details please contact 
ros.richardsonconsulting@btconnect.com     
     As we come out of lockdown and the new Rotary year 
begins with lots of exciting things in the pipeline, do think 
about joining us. We are really keen to increase our 
membership, and you will be given a warm welcome   All 
you have to do is email our secretary, John Smith 
jpw.smith@jasss.co.uk .  We will be very pleased to hear 
from you. Our meetings our held every 
Monday at Burford Golf Club at 7pm for 
7.30pm (except Bank Holidays) 
Ros Richardson - 01608643844 

 
 

NORTH COTSWOLD ARTS ASSOCIATION 
 

Wednesday 8th September 2021 
2 – 4pm at the Warwick Hall 

 

A demonstration by Mary Day 
on Marbelling Techniques on Paper and Silk 

 
Everybody welcome! 

For further information contact Sandi Garrett on 01451 822550 
or email alexa_buffery@yahoo.co.uk 
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.    
This well known photo of a crowd 
in Sheep Street shows Burford’s 
September Hiring Fair circa 1900. 
Perhaps the men in the foreground 
are discussing terms of 
engagement as this was still how 
some employers found staff.     
An 1876 entry in the Diary of an 
Oxfordshire Farmer (ed. Celia 
Miller 1983) shows that in his first 
year as Crown tenant of Fairspear 
Farm, Leafield, Mr John Simpson 
Calvertt visited Burford Fair on 25 
September, where he ‘hired John 
Carter for Shepherd, and two 
married, and one single carters.’  

Mr Calvertt was obviously quite a generous employer; 
another entry reads ‘Hired under- Shepherd – Edmd. 
Hopkins’ with terms agreed as  ‘House and Garden, 120 
Faggots, £3, & sack of malt, & 15 s[hillings] weekly.’  
Thirty years later elsewhere in the Cotswolds, a daybook 
from 1905 tells of a shepherd receiving only 14 shillings 
per week. 
     Another reason for people assembling in Sheep Street 
on Fair Days was the brewery of Garne & Sons. In 1880 
Mr George Garne had bought from T. H. Reynolds a 99-
year lease on the brewery together with three public 
houses, and a goodwill  trade to private customers 
throughout the district.  
     As a public relations exercise, to advertise the business 
and to encourage trade, Mr Garne began to invite any 
customers who had settled their accounts in the front 
office to join him in the granary for a free cold lunch.  
George’s relative Richard Garne tells us of these 
occasions in his book Cotswold Yeomen and Sheep (1984) 
when ‘large joints of ham and beef were sliced and blue 
and white china cups were filled with draft beer’ 
entertaining up to six hundred customers in some years. 
     The following picture of a blue and white ‘Asiatic 
Pheasant’ plate, and the pottery tankards are remnants of 
these legendary lunches.           

  

Chris Walker – Curator Burford Tolsey Museum and 
Archive.  tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 
**************************************** 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY 
Last month we decided to have a meal in a pub garden 
in Burford. The weather was glorious and as we sat 
down near a tree I felt something land on my arm.   

 At first glance I thought it was a large 
wasp. However, it was far too big to be a 
wasp.  It was a hornet.  It took an 
immediate dislike to me and it stung me. 
As you will know a wasp sting hurts a 
bit. A hornet sting hurts a lot.    

     The next day my arm was slightly red and swollen.  
As the day went by my arm continued to swell 
alarmingly and went from being mildly infected to a 
deep red colour.  Being a professional hypochondriac I 
looked on the internet to get more information. The 
NHS site was reassuring but other sites were less 
comforting. One particular site was distinctly alarming – 
it detailed a particular species of hornet whose sting 
could be very unpleasant indeed. I decided that this was 
the culprit. 
     I drew a black line around my arm with a Sharpie 
and worryingly the infection galloped past this in a few 
hours. Eventually I rang Burford Surgery and after a 
conversation with a doctor I sent over a photo of my 
arm. By this time it was seriously infected and covered 
in pustules (sorry if you are reading this over breakfast). 
I was summoned to the surgery.  I was immediately 
prescribed antibiotics and was told that if it got any 
worse to go to the nearest hospital. Thanks to the doctor 
everything cleared up in a few days. 
     So if you get stung by a hornet (the one that stung me 
could still be lurking in a tree near you) don’t assume 
like I did that it will clear up on its own. If you get an 
immediate adverse reaction you definitely need to seek 
medical attention as soon as possible. 
Steve Colter - Mrs Bumbles 
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GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS  
The guided walks programme has restarted and 
Cotswold Wardens are once again leading the public on 
walks in a safe and careful way. Details of the walks 
available are described on the website (below). Please 
check walk details carefully including whether booking 
is necessary. 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-
exploring/guided-walks/ 

A King’s Swell Battle– Tuesday 7 September – 
Moderate 3.5hr 7ml 
We walk north and west across the (disputed) locations 
of the last battle of the first Civil War near Stow and 
back via the Swells. 
Start: 10.00 am Public car park next to Tesco north of 
Stow on the Wold. OS Map ref: SP 191 262. 
Andoversford on the Gloucestershire Way – Tuesday 
21 September – Moderate 3hr 6.5ml 
A lovely walk taking in some lovely agricultural land 
and quaint villages. Lunch is available in the Royal Oak 
or drop down into Charlton Kings. 
Start:  10.00 am Andoversford, Station Road at the end 
near the Royal Oak pub. 
OS Map ref: SP 024 196. 
CW50 – Up, Up and Away – Tuesday 28 September – 
Moderate 5hr 10ml 
This autumn walk along a lovely stretch of the Cotswold 
Way showcases some pretty villages. We then climb up 
the scarp to get fine views in all directions. The return 
route uses the Winchcombe Way. Please bring a packed 
lunch.  This walk forms part of the celebrations of the 
50th Anniversary of the Cotswold Way. 
Start:  10.00 am Stanton village car park. OS Map ref: 
SP 067 344. 
Chipping Campden Town Walk – Every Tuesday and 
Thursday – Easy 1.5hr 
We will walk along the High Street and provide a 
historical tour of the town. From the granting of 
Campden’s Charter in the 1180s, the growth of the town 
and its magnificent buildings, to the arrival of the Arts 
and Crafts movement. Refreshments available in the 
town after the walk. 
Start:  14:00 on Tuesdays and 10:00 on Thursdays. Meet 
at the Market Hall in the centre of town.  
OS Map ref: SP 151 392. 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may 
be steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary 
but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes 
some hills and rough ground. 
STRENUOUS – may be rough 
underfoot and ascents and descents 
may be steep. We welcome guide 
and hearing dogs - sorry, others not 
allowed.  Walks are free although we 
do invite donations to help fund our 
conservation and improvement work. 
Sheila Wasley 

ENVIRONMENT ACTION 
With COP26 very much in the news, and the most 
comprehensive review of negative impact of humans on the 
climate being released as I write this, our own efforts as 
individuals are increasingly coming into the spotlight. 
Burford’s new environmental group, the BEAGles (Burford 
Environmental Action Group) will be meeting at the Cotswold 
Arms on 21 September at 7.30pm to discuss various matters, 
specifically the forthcoming Repair Café, which has been 
postponed to 23 October, and more generally how we can all 
lessen our carbon footprint, and if you’re interested, please 
come along and see what we’re about. Alternatively, you can 
email me on andy.hayter@gmail.com for more information 
about the group. 
Please see the next edition of The Bridge for more on next 
month’s Repair Café. 

Electric car charging – pros and cons 
If you’ve been relaxing outside our newly reopened pubs on 
the High Street, you might have noticed that, among the 
stream of Chelsea tractors crawling up and down, there have 
also appeared more than a few cars with a green rectangle on 
the number plate. You will probably have guessed that these 
belong to electric vehicles: they’ve been introduced to raise 
awareness of zero emissions cars on our roads and, as they are 
easily identifiable, it means that local authorities can offer 
incentives to EV drivers such as access to bus lanes, free entry 
into zero-emission zones and cheaper parking. However, it 
also raises the question of the challenges of car charging in a 
town like Burford, where many houses face directly onto the 
street, and are therefore not ideally suited to trailing a cable 
over the pavement. Well fear not, as help is at hand in the 
shape of a company called Co Charger, which aims to put 
hosts (i.e. charging point owners) in touch with neighbours 
who are ‘chargees’ (those who have an electric car but not the 
facility to charge it), which at a stroke removes the biggest 
remaining barrier to electric car ownership now that the range 
anxiety issue is increasingly a thing of the past. Like most 
things these days it operates by virtue of an app, recording the 
level of the battery before charging and after, and charging the 
appropriate amount for the transaction. It’s up the host to 
determine the going rate, and the minimum amount 
chargeable. So, if you have space on your drive once a week 
for an extra car, say overnight, and are looking to gain a bit of 
a return for your outlay on a charging point, then this could be 
for you. More details are at www.co-charger.com . Those of 
you who are electric vehicle owners may also be aware that 
Burford has its own charging station, in the shape of the unit 
behind the Bay Tree hotel; this is run by BP Chargemaster, 
which operates on a subscription service, currently £7.85/
month for access to any of BP’s 8000+ charging points around 
d the UK, or up to 42p per kWh for a one-off charge. 
Andy Hayter 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1324458167999067/?
ref=share 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Help Fight Crime 
Hello readers, 
The summer season is upon us once again. This time last 
year was completely different for a lot of us but for now 
it seems life returns to a semblance of normality. 
     What does that mean for you, the residents and 
readers of this publication? Well, having got used to 
living in our own bubbles for a while and now being 
able to stretch our legs a bit more, we must also be 
aware that this time of the year brings out the 
opportunists. 
     Those individuals who knock on our doors uninvited 
selling overpriced goods and being aggressive when told 
no, those who see an open front door when you’re 
around the back working in the garden, or simply 
someone distracting you while another goes into your 
property. 
     That one time you leave your car window open or 
unlocked with a valuable item on display, or leave the 
windows open in your house as 
you just nip out for five minutes. 
     Sounds familiar to some, 
especially those who have been 
sadly affected in the past. 
     Don’t be a victim this summer, 
just double check your property is 
secure, your car is locked and 
when you are working around 
your property close one door and 
reduce the vulnerability of yourself and your property. 
     If you’re unsure who is at the door, don’t answer it 
and do not feel obliged to buy anything on the doorstep. 
The more we refuse to buy, the more we will ultimately 
discourage them in the future. 
     West Oxfordshire has one of the lowest crime areas 
in the land, let’s keep it that way by just increasing our 
awareness, looking after our neighbours and being 
vigilant. 
Have a great summer and remember in an emergency 
call us on 999 (or 101 for less urgent incidents) or report 
online at the TVP website. 
PCSO Darryn Moulding 

A Bridge Of Sighs 
I am sure that you must be aware of the understandable 
frustration and anger felt by the residents of Fulbrook 
caused by the now almost daily queue of virtually 
stationary traffic trying to access the mini roundabout at 
the bottom of Fulbrook hill. 
     The situation seems to have become considerably 
worse recently, with queues often stretching back to the 
Carpenter's Arms and beyond, and it is caused simply 
because the traffic entering the roundabout from the A 
424 has the right of way over vehicles entering it from 
Fulbrook. 
     I would like to suggest that one very simple way to 
improve the situation would be to erect a `PLEASE 
MERGE IN TURN` sign at the approach to the 
roundabout from the Stow direction, - a sign which the 
council already has in operation at the end of the Witney 
bypass. 
     This may not totally solve the problem, but would 
certainly improve the situation, and it would be simple, 
extremely cost effective to implement, and would bring 
some immediate relief to this ongoing nightmare. 
Michael Brennan - Westhall Hill. 

******************************************** 

Plague Of Cones 
I have lived in Witney Street for nearly 15 years and 
knew when I bought my house that parking was always 
going to be difficult with no off street parking. A 
sacrifice I was willing to make to live here. However 
over the last few months I have noticed an increasing 
presence of orange and white traffic cones reserving 
parking spaces in front of certain houses. The road is 
part of the public highway and does not belong to 
individual houses, so this is probably illegal.  
     If everyone along the street started to do this then it 
would not only be impossible for anyone to park,  but 
also start to look very ugly. 
     Please can I ask that the people who are doing this to 
please stop as it is so inconsiderate and selfish and not in 
keeping with neighbourly and polite behaviour.   
     Parking is a problem for residents but putting up 
cones only exacerbates the problem and triggers 
resentments.  
     I acknowledge this might sometimes need to be done 
if someone is expecting a delivery or some work is 
being done on the house. But it should not be common 
practice and used just to reserve a 
parking space. 
     I would always park with thought 
and would never park in front of 
doorways, hence blocking access, or 
park blocking views from people's 
windows. Most residents, I believe, 
do the same. 
Putting up cones is not the answer. 
Kathy Hodgson 

In the last issue Metal Detector, Steve Hunt, told us 
that he was looking for land for metal detecting.  Any 
finds would be split 50:50 with the owner. The wrong 
number was given then but here is the correct number: 

079308 200812
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FRIENDS IN HIGH 
PLACES 

Firefighters from Burford 
Fire Station completed 
another charity event for 
SeeSaw.   
     Several members of the 
local fire crew completed the 
three peaks challenge over 
three days, ascending Ben 
Nevis (1,344m), Scafell Pike 
(978m) and Snowdon 
(1,085m) walking just over 
40 km.  Although the 
weather was mainly wet and 
windy, on the last day the 
clouds cleared to provide 
some specular view from the 
top of Ben Nevis.   
     While the group took a 
quick break, Paul Andrew 
(pictured) chose to catch up 
on matters in The Bridge; we 
believe this now means Paul 
is the highest reader of the 
magazine while on the 
mainland UK?    
If you would like to donate 
some money to our 
fundraising page, please 
visit Virgin money giving 
and search Burford Fire 
Station.   
Nathan Crockford 

BURFORD TOURIST INFORMATION  

- a digital future for a vital service? 
With Burford's Visitor Information Centre at 33a High St 
remaining empty until a private tenant is found, could 
technology provide a perfect answer to supporting the 
town's vital tourist industry while providing an income 
stream for a willing host and offering opportunities for the 
local community? 
     I type this article out on my own touchscreen 
technology, conscious that such applications are available 
on a bigger scale. There are a range of full-size 
touchscreens on the market which sit behind glass so 
could be incorporated into any existing building frontage 
with minimum impact. Such a screen could provide 
important interactive tourist information as well as host 
paid-for advertising for businesses (discounted for 
Burford Chamber of Trade members of course!) and free 
digital notice space for community groups. A win-win-
win! 
If anyone thinks this might be a runner, do let me know, 
particularly if you're a business interested in hosting such 
a screen.  
markcazaly@gmail.com
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig was another wise 
selection by Alice’s Book Group, and everyone reported 
that they had enjoyed it when we had our first indoor 
meeting in a very long time. 
     This is a book that has been praised widely, and we 
agreed the praise is justified. The whole premise is 
interesting and it is nicely written, though, to be 
pedantic, we felt that a decent proof reader should have 
weeded out the odd instance of doubtful grammar.   

This novel has been so widely 
publicised that I suspect most readers 
will know the plot, so I dare risk a 
spoiler: like Miss Benson’s Beetle, 
last month’s book, this one opens 
with a young girl experiencing the 
death of a parent. Nineteen years later 
when she hovers between life and 
death she finds herself in a 
fantastical, beautiful library where 
each volume holds the outcome of 

various choices she could have made during her 
lifetime, and she is invited to dip into them. Haig sets a 
scene well, and what a lot of scenarios he sets as our 
heroine lives for a time with the outcome of various 
decisions that she might have made throughout her life.  
It is not a new idea, as people have always been 
fascinated by the “what if?” but it is treated well and 
having found our female a trifle depressing originally, 
and some of the settings dreary, one can warm to her as 
she learns the ancient lesson that the grass is not always 
greener. Haig does inject a little humour into the 
narrative, and some of the lives she might have lived are 
quite interesting, and the ending is quite satisfactory, 
albeit expected, indeed one might class this a modern 
morality tale. 
     It is perhaps because of this moral element that the 
remarkable thing about our meeting was that the initial 
reaction to our choice was very enthusiastic, and it may 
be fanciful, but it seemed that once a single caveat was 
raised, we felt released to make a more critical 
assessment. Nonetheless we would recommend this 
book. 
     Having recently only read modern books, we have 
gone in a very different direction with The Woodlanders 
by Thomas Hardy. This will be a trip down memory lane 
for most of us and it will be interesting to see how 
adulthood has changed our view of it. 
Veral Marshall 

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS 
Falling by Elizabeth Jane Howard is about a manipulative 
man who is the anti-hero of this seductive story. 
Seduction, control and financial security are the prime 
motives of Henry Kent. As he sets about luring the hapless 
Daisy Redfearn, Howard also seduces the reader. So 
repulsive did I find Mr Kent, from the first chapter, that I 
seriously wondered what I’d seen in this novel. But I 
remembered as this understated and astute author kept on 
twitching her fishing line. And I was hooked again. 
     Initially, Howard makes you feel sorry for Henry. 
You’re privy to his thoughts from the start. He sees 
himself as a well preserved, cultured and charming 
character in his mid-60s – and he’s reeling after being 
dumped by his wife. But she’s far from the first. Yet, 
chillingly, Henry believes he’s been genuinely ‘rescuing’ 
women who’ve been misused and misunderstood by other 
men – so unlike his ‘honourable’ self. This self-delusional 
figure is a dangerous one. 
     He is set on a particular kind of woman, ten years 
younger, prime for his warped idea of love. Ideal to live 
off as he ages. As he tells the reader: “No longer in her 
prime, she would at least to have been possessed of some 
beauty – to have the air of past romance, like the classical 
folly in a great park, past its original use and now 
surrounded by an aura of neglect. I could carry this 
analogy much further: the ivy of her experience that had 
been slowly strangling her for years would be gently 
stripped from her by my experienced touch, et cetera.” 
     Well heeled, successful London-
based playwright Daisy is moving 
into a second home cottage near the 
moored boat Henry is looking after 
for friends, eking out a ramshackle 
existence. Daisy has survived a 
womanising first husband and is 
recovering from being betrayed by a 
younger second spouse, an aspiring 
actor. She has a rocky relationship 
with her daughter Katya. And, by 
now, has all but given up on finding 
love. She tells the reader: “I don’t 
enchant or delight myself, I need 
someone else to do that – or, rather, would need, if I 
wasn’t too old for it.” 
Howard cleverly builds up the tension alternating between 
the two as narrators so we see events unfolding from both 
viewpoints. Henry fabricates a convincing past for himself 
which would tug any heartstring and gets into his victim’s 
life by becoming her humble but trustworthy gardener. 
But will he succeed in making Daisy fall in love with 
him? 
Caroline Fisher 

 
COVID permitting 

Warwick Hall, Burford, OX18 4RY, Saturday 11 September 2021 
Craft in Action is a non-profit-making organisation.  It was established in 1973 and the aim is to offer a  friendly 

atmosphere where the exhibitors are happy to talk about and where possible, demonstrate their craft. 
So why not go along and see what is on offer?  Craft in Action pride themselves on having handmade crafts available, 

no bought in goods are allowed, so you will see genuine crafters on show. 
Entry is free  and open from 10am until 4.30pm. 

Helen Wallis
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PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022 

To mark HM Queen Elizabeth’s 75 years as monarch 
Burford Town Council would like to hold a street party 
in Priory Lane on 4 June 2022. 
     As was demonstrated when celebrating the Diamond 
Jubilee with a street party in Sheep Street, it is a 
mammoth undertaking. The council would appreciate 
help from societies and individuals with the organising 
and running of this celebration. 
     It is a marvellous opportunity for 
the town to join together and to create 
memories for our children. Please 
contact town.clerk@burford-
tc.gov.uk with your kind offers of 
help. Don’t be shy! 
David Cohen 

********************************************* 

GRIZEL BALFOUR 
There will be a service of thanksgiving for the lives of 
Grizel Balfour (1913-2020) and her daughter Rosanne 
Das Gupta (1940-2021) to be held in Burford Parish 
Church on Thursday 23 September 2021 at 12.00. 
Grizel died just before her 107th birthday. Living in 
Swan Lane since 1974, Grizel was very active within 
the community, being a member of the town council, 
president of the WI and a committee member of the 
Horticultural Society. 
Her daughter Corinna and grandson Archie would 
welcome those who knew Grizel to join in the service 
celebrating her life. 
David Cohen 

JULIA WEEKLEY 
Many residents of Burford 
will be sorry to learn that 
Julia Weekley died, aged 86, 
on 21 July in Eastbourne 
Hospital. 
     We met Julia 35 years 
ago when she came into the 
gallery to show us a 
Mexican turquoise bangle 
that had belonged to her 
grandmother Frieda Weekly, 
nee von Richthofen, the 
woman who left her family, 
including Julia’s father 
Charles and his two sisters, 

for a precarious life with D. H. 
Lawrence. Julia happily acknowledged the Red Baron*, 
First World War German flying ace, as a distant cousin. 
She became the keeper of the Lawrence legacy. 
     We had been “warned” of the mad woman in Witney 
Street (this same doomsayer also declared Witney Street 
a nest of communists – because of the Liberal Party 
supporters there) but Julia was fun and a good friend. 
     Charles was curator of the Bethnal Green Museum 
(now the V&A Museum of Childhood) and with her 
mother Vera Ross, a successful artist, growing up in that 
milieu, Julia took intelligent interest in arts and world 
affairs. After working at Brown’s Hotel in London, a 
broken romance prompted Julia’s move to Burford to 
work at Huffkins and the Bay Tree for Miss Gray. She 
would recount amusing stories about the “Bay Tree 
Girls.” Leaving there, she moved to Cartref with her 
King Charles spaniels, Orly and later Rupert, regal 
names befitting their breeding.  
     While Julia was outspoken, and sometimes loud, she 
was a generous friend to many in the town. Uninhibited 
about her mental unbalance, controlled by the time we 
knew her, she told how one evening she found a large 
snake in her living room asleep.  Precious Orly was 
sleeping nearby but Julia scooped him up and ran to the 
Royal Oak for help. Everyone, knowing of her illness, 
assured her it was her imagination, however the Wild 
Life Park eventually collected the harmless, reptile. 
Apparently the escaped pet of local boys, it had 
wintered in Julia’s barn, gorging and growing on local 
wildlife. 
     Julia was a regular church goer and will be 
remembered as donor of the beautiful carpet designed 
by Maggie White for the Chapel of the Holy Spirit. 
     About five years ago, with increasing ill health, ever 
the pragmatist and family oriented, Julia moved to 
Bexhill on Sea to be near her nieces’ families. We 
regretted her leaving but she insisted she enjoyed her 
seaside home, and she did make friends there, while 
several good Burford friends also visited.  However her 
mobility became much impaired and after several falls 
she suffered a fatal stroke. We will miss her.  
Veral Marshall 
*Manfred Freiherr von Richthofen (1892-1918) - Ed 

NEW TO BURFORD AND AREA? 
Welcome.  The Burford and District Society will be 

happy to deliver your free copy of the ‘Living in 
Burford and District’ Pack with details of many of 

the town’s local facilities, clubs and societies.   
Simply email your name and address to 

pwoxfordshire@gmail.com
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Photo of Sheep Street in Burford taken by Laura Gordon

THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful distributors,  the regular Bridge Team consists of: 

Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors              Gordon and Elaine Elliot 

Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of the magazine is 10th of the month preceding publication.  

Please  contact: 
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at the new Post Office in Burford for us to collect. 

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 
advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

DONATIONS 
The Bridge team members are all volunteers and the magazine is funded by our advertisers and by kind donations 

made by our readers.  A year’s printing cost of each magazine is c. £17 per household.   If you would like to 
make a contribution, please send this to V.J. Hancock and Co, The Zinc Building, Ventura Park, Broadshires Way, 

Carterton, Oxon OX18 1AD or leave a donation at the new Post Office in Burford for us to collect.  Cheques 
should be made payable to The Bridge.  Thank you very much for your support. 
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AND ANOTHER LITERARY 
FESTIVAL 

We have our own special literary festival to look 
forward in September (do get your tickets as soon as 
possible) with many successful authors talking about 
their books and answering questions.  After this you 
may well be inspired to venture further afield and attend 
the Cheltenham festival which this year runs from 8 to 
17 October.  It’s usually a lively event with an entire 
village set up in the Montpellier Gardens for a variety of 
talks, interviews, book signings and other events.  Last 
year the festival was mainly held online with restricted 
numbers attending in person but this year it is back with 
a large number of speakers who should match most 
people’s tastes. 
     For example, Sebastian Faulks will be there to talk 
about his new novel Snow Country.  If you are a crime 
fiction fan, Richard Osman will be interviewed about 
the success of his best-seller The Thursday Murder Club 
and the next instalment, The Man Who Died Twice.   
Also Ann Cleeves, author of the books on which the 
television series Vera and Shetland are based, will 
introduce her new story Two Rivers which is set in North 
Devon, the rivers being the Taw and the Torridge. 
     If you prefer some more challenging themes, Lionel 
Shriver will talk about Shall We Stay Or Shall We Go.  
Apparently it’s a story about a couple who agree when 
they are aged about 50 that they will both commit 

suicide when they are 80.  The story then moves on to 
when they reach that age.  (“After you, dear…”) 
     Football fans can hear Peter Schmeichel on One: My 
Autobiography while, if rugby is your preference, James 
Haskell is offering Ruck Me. 
     Military history buffs will no doubt enjoy Max 
Hastings on Operation Pedestal: The Fleet That Battled 
To Malta 1942, while the artistically inclined can enjoy 
Franny Moyle’s talk about The King’s Painter: The Life 
And Times Of Hans Holbein.  For film addicts there is 
Joan Collins who is publishing My Unapologetic 
Diaries.  Speaking of diaries, there will be a session 
involving Simon Heffer, who has edited those of Sir 
Henry “Chips” Channon, and Sasha Swire, whose 
candid account of life during the Cameron government 
caused quite a stir.  They will be interviewed by Michael 
Gove, who is presumably taking a day off from running 
the country. 
There are also a number of well known children’s 
authors taking part.  These include former Children’s 
Laureate Jacqueline Wilson whose new book is called 
The Primrose Railway Children and Clare Balding who 
has written “a handbook about resilience”, Fall Off, Get 
Back On, Keep Going. 
So locally and further away, there is something for 
almost everyone with a passing interest in books.  But 
please don’t forget to support Burford’s first and 
very own literary festival in September.                                           
Gordon Elliot

One of many pretty views of Shilton village
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Sat 28 Aug Bric-a-Brac Sale in aid of Detection Dogs Tolsey, Burford all day

Mon 30 Aug Scouts car boot sale West Field 8.00-1.00

30 Aug - 4 
Sept

North Cotswold Arts members exhibition Warwick Hall

Weds 8 Sept TASC lecture - art and music Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Weds 8 Sept North Cotswold Arts - Marbelling Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Sat 11 Sept Craft in Action sale Warwick Hall 10.00-4.30

Sun 12 Sept Bridewell Organic Gardens open day Wilcote OX7 3DT 11.00-4.00

Tues 14 Sept FaBWI Harvest Supper Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Fri 17 Sept North Cotswold Rotary charity golf day Naunton Downs golf club

17 & 18 Sept Wychwood Players Midsummer Night’s 
Dream

Manor Farm, Upper 
Milton

See article

Tue 21 Sept BDS lecture - Sake Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 7.00pm

23-27 Sept Burford Literary Festival T.b.a.

Fri 24 Sept Rotary Black Tie Dinner See article

Weds 6 Oct Lenthall Concert - Carducci Quartet Burford School 7.30pm

Weds 13 Oct North Cotswold Arts meeting and 
demonstration

Warwick Hall

8-17 October Cheltenham Literature Festival Cheltenham - various

Sat 9 Oct Concert - Four Hands, One Piano Northleach Church 7.00pm

Weds 13 Oct TASC lecture on wine Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Tue 19 Oct BDS annual lunch and crocodiles talk Burford School boarding 12.00 noon

Tue 19 Oct Classical favourites concert Northleach Church 7.00pm

Weds 27 Oct TASC special interest day - The Thames Warwick Hall and/or Zoom

Weds 3 Nov Lenthall Concert - Klanglust Burford School 7.30pm

Fri 5 Nov Bonfire Night Concert Northleach Church 7.00pm

Weds 10 Nov TASC lecture on David Lean Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Tue 16 Nov BDS lecture Susan Ashton on gardens Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 7.00pm

Weds 8 Dec TASC lecture - Victorian Christmas Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  SEPTEMBER 2021

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, Venue, Time.     
Thank you.

CALLING CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
On the next page we have put our list of local cubs and societies as it appeared before lockdown last year.  We hope to 

resume printing this in future editions.  Would ALL clubs and societies please let us know 
(editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk)whether or not they would like their listing to continue and if the details shown are correct. 
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REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, 
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 
gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, 
all abilities

Kevin 704655 
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all 
abilities

Vijay 891043 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters Twice a month Currently not meeting but still 
making crafts

Christine Brown 822589/June 
Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm K. Gray 823805  
burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed 
closed; Thurs 10-1; Friday 10-1 
and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church    
10.30 - 12 midday

Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI (FaBWI) Second Tuesday of every month Warwick Hall Jane Arnell gjaarnell@icloud.com 
01993 822755 or thefabwi.org

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday (wef Sept 2021) Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, Fri 
8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, 
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 
07793 012215

Stretch (All abilities) Every Monday and Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 9.15-10.15
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm

nickijsmith@hotmail.co.uk  
07867411474

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.ukThe Wychwood Lodge of 

Freemasons
3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 

wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, 
singing, talks

John Harrington 822451 or Sue 
Sheppard 824729

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and 
Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
AUGUST 2021 

St John the Baptist, Burford 

5 September  
Morning Service   11.00am 
12 September 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Matins (BCP)       9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
19 September    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service    11.00am 
26  September  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Service Harvest  11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
12 September     
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
19 September    
Evening Prayer (CW)     6.00pm 
26 September    
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
5 September   
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
5 September  
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
12 September 
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
19 September    
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
5 September  
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
12 September    
Morning Service   11.00am 
19 September 
Morning Service   11.00am 
26 September    
Morning Service   11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
26 September    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 

All services are subject to change due to 
COVID.  

Please check our website burfordchurch.org 
before attending a service. 

Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 
*Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/cb2fdh9j 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 6.00 pm 
*Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 

Weekdays: 

Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am 

Thursday - Mass 10.00 am 

Friday -  Mass 6.00 pm followed by Confessions 

Please see catholicchurchburford.org.uk for booking 
details and latest updates. 
Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING  

Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every 
Sunday at 11.00 a.m. and the my 'phone 
number:  
David Day (01993) 823398 

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 
Whilst we are currently seeking permanent staff, 
volunteers are sought to help in the setting up of 
regular community events in the Warwick Hall.  
Please contact James Morrey 
(jamesmorrey@burfordchurch.org) at Burford Church 
for further details. 
     We recognise that recent communications 
regarding the reduction of service provision to regular 
community activities has led to misunderstanding.  
We do wish to put on record that we very much value 
our relations with community users and regret any 
unintended impact for which we apologise.  
James Morrey 
Acting Operations Manager, Burford Benefice of 
Churches 
www.burfordchurch.org 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Grimebusters your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 01993 868924
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We understand that sometimes you have the opportunity to recommend Manor Cottages’ award-winning holiday let 
services and unrivalled booking levels to holiday home owners, and we really appreciate it. To claim your £500 ‘thank 

you’, all you need to do is follow the simple steps below.

Spread the word

Refer a friend

Refer a friend to Manor Cottages, and if their property goes live on our website 
by 1st October 2021, we will pay you and your friend each a £500 reward!*

if you know someone 
that is considering 
holiday letting, let 

them know about us.

Let us know
Give us a call or 
email, and let us 

know the name of 
the owner and 

property you have 
recommended us to.

Receive £500
Once the property 
you referred goes 

live on our website, 
you will both 

receive a £500 
reward*.

*For full terms and conditions, please visit: manorcottages.co.uk/blog/refer-a-friend-500

and you’ll both receive £500

�

�

manorcottages.co.uk01993 223416 enquiries@manorcottages.co.uk
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Quarter page, Portrait Template
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FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk

office@jagtimber.co.uk

01993 868001 
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BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 

TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535 ajarborists.co.uk

alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk

•  Tree work complete to BS3998

•  Hedge trimming and reducing

•  Large tree  dismantling

•  Tree & hedge planting

•  Fruit tree care & advice

•  Stump removal

•  Site clearance

•  Tree health and safety reports

•  BS5837 Reports

•  Tree insurance reports

•  Tree management plans

•  Specialised in conservation 

   areas & TPO consent

•  Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

For a free consultation & competitive 
quote, call 01285 750874

=

pw s[

B
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        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

The Burford 
Veterinary Surgery

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment

 All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet. 

 Farm animals including camelids.

 Poultry and game birds.

 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm, 

Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.

Fox House Fine Art 

A View of the Cotswolds 

selected paintings, ceramics and books from the C20th 
on view 11th and 12th September, 10 am – 5pm 

Fox House, Holwell, Burford, OX18 4JS  
 

Autumn Storm, 
Burford, by Paul 

R.P.Nicholls, 1997 
07860 598465/enquiries@foxhousefineart.co.uk
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MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project

EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Amanda Cordery, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

Recognition for 
Reavley Chemist 
PLUS Giving Back 
to the Community 
Chemist of the 
Year Award 2021
Reavley Chemist is delighted  
to be awarded Global Health  
& Pharma’s sixth annual Chemist 
of the Year 2021 award for 
Oxfordshire! After serving the 
local community for over four 
centuries it is wonderful to be given 
third party recognition as we embrace modern advances 
in pharmaceuticals and actively participate in supporting 
ongoing efforts to combat the global pandemic.

Supporting Our Community
Not content with serving locals and visitors in our shop and 
online, we believe in extending our support to help charitable 
and local organisations with their invaluable work and 
activities which benefit the community.

We recently sponsored the Windrush Valley Flower Show  
with Virgin Hot Air Balloon Flight vouchers for their star  
raffle prize, helping to raise more funds this year (despite  
the challenge of lockdowns and unreliable weather) than ever 
before!  A wonderful traditional village fête complete with the 
Yarnton Band, classic cars, go cart race and dog show, the 
event supports four villages with community projects.

In addition, we recently sponsored a drinks event for the 
new Burford Archive, an important project ensuring the 
preservation of historical records and documentation of  
local history for future generations. 

As a key business within the community we will continue to 
support local charities and initiatives as our way of giving 
something back to the people we are proud to serve.

Reavley Chemist 

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR  
01993 823144  |  info@reavley.co.uk                   
www.reavley.co.uk                   

Open 7 days a week 
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm  
Sunday 10am – 4pm

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice 

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies 
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

NEW  Reavley  textiles range  now in stock!

September 2021

 www.jackieparsonsphotography.co.uk
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 The above picture of a lady walking her cow over The 
Bridge appeared on the Burford Archive Facebook page 
in June of this year. 
     I have been posting a daily picture on the archive 
page since 5 July 2020. Each post achieves, on average, 
1300 engagements reaching 474,500 people over the last 
year. Quite remarkable! This post was prompted by a 
recollection by John Yeatman of Mrs Jenkins from 
Upton who would bring her sheep, on a leash, into 
Burford when she came to do her shopping. This led to 
other memories: a lady in Taynton who would take her 
pig out for a walk and the sister of a regular contributor 
who was given a baby squirrel that she would push 
around in a pram until the squirrel matured into a fox! 
     All of the comments in the past year are being 
“harvested” by me and will be used to provide a picture 
of Burford as remembered by its residents. If you have a 
story to tell, a family tree or written history of your 
family, we would very much like to include it in the 
archive to add personal memories to the collections we 
already have. 
David Cohen 

METAL DETECTING 
Land wanted for metal detecting for retired gentleman 

who will pay small fee to farmer or landowner.  
I am a member of the metal detectives and hold a full 

NCMD licence . 
All holes will be properly filled and there will be a 

50 / 50 split of anything of value that is found.  
Recent finds include  a seal ring for which the farmer 

received £3000.00  
Reference can be supplied. 

Please contact Steve on 079308200812 
Steve Hunt

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The editors may 
refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted for inclusion must give the 
name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to 
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on our 
website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.

BURFORD ARCHIVE
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Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk  |  01993 833155

Trusted by Architects, respected by Builders, loved by Homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

5, 8 or 10 cms - round, square or sphere. 
Perfect gifts for any occasion. 
 

Please email or telephone 

07549 199709 
cisaoxfordshire@gmail.com 

Cake Is Art is proud to be donating 20% of all cake sales from this advertisement to "Maggie's" who 
support people living with  cancer, their family and friends and are entirely funded from donations. 

Cake Is Art 
Beautiful, elegant celebration cakes  

Free Informal 
Valuations

B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics, 
Clocks, Works of Art, 

Pictures, Asian & Islamic Art

Douglas Percy Bliss (1900-1984) 
watercolour
Sold recently for £1820 (inc premium)

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Enquiries: 01242 235712 or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk www.mallams.co.uk
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Emma Branch Yasmin Scott

The Old Mill House
Merretts Mill | Woodchester
Gloucestershire | GL5 5EX

First Floor
85 Great Portland Street
London | W1W 7LT 

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

Director Sales Coordinator

For more information visit us at

radnormartin.com

BUY | SELL | SEARCH

Are you thinking of selling your home?
the skill, the experience and the contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
garden centre experience.

 
The Plant Centre  

Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers 
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy Pots | Expert advice & guidance

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles 

Kadais and BBQs | Lighting 

The Yurt Café  - Simple and surprising 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to ever-changing social restrictions, please check our website to 
confirm our service status before visiting (i.e takeaway only or dine-in available).  

 
Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Artisan teas 

Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome
Mon to Sat: 9am - 4.30pm

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE



  

James Skinner  
Residential Sales Manager  
 
 
 
   
 

Alison Denny 
Residential Sales  

 
 
 

 

Celebrating 2 years in Burford 

         SOLD     SOLD              SOLD 

01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
• Save money - install a Water Tank!
• Free Tank Surveys
• Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
• Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
• AGA & Rayburn Servicing
• GAUGES - supplied and fitted
• Hire Tanks  
• Commercial Jobs Undertaken
• 24 Hr Emergency Call Out 
• for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

• Tel: 07799 643455
• james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •
• www.countyoiltanksolutions.com    

OFTEC Registered

Call to book
your FREE

Tank Inspection

�


